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ccording to the Texas Education

Agency, approximately 20,000

students in Texas will transfer from
public schools to homeschooling during
this school year. And that figure doesn’t
include thousands of students who will
start as homeschoolers from their first day
of preschool or kindergarten. In fact, such
students may never set foot in a public
school classroom.

The second generation of homeschool-
ing in Texas is peaking and some families
are now beginning the third generation.
That makes me wonder—how big is this
thing going to get?

It’s often said that “everything is bigger
in Texas,” and that applies to homeschooling
as well. We have recently been considering
how to prepare our organization to serve
the increasing number of Texas homes-
choolers while also maintaining a sense of
community.

THSC’s Called to Teach Homeschool
Conventions are one of the best ways to bring
homeschoolers together from across our
state. If you have never been to one, I highly
recommend that you attend. (For more infor-
mation, visit THSC.org/Conventions.) You
will leave feeling supported and encour-
aged. You will also realize that even though
you may be working at home every day to
educate your children, you are by no means
alone in this amazing journey!

We're also exploring how we can
effectively build and engage with the
homeschool community via social media.

Do you follow us on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube or Pinterest? If you
don’t, you should! During this legislative
session, we are using social media to call
on your support when it's needed most
and to keep our followers informed in
real time about the latest news on THSC’s
legislative priorities. To receive legisla-
tive alerts, text “TXHOMESCHOOL” to
67076.

As parents of growing children, you
know that outgrowing certain things is
part of a child’s development. And with
the increasing number of homeschoolers
in Texas, were experiencing that as well.
Considering that we are approaching
70,000 magazine subscribers, we may have
outgrown our print publication. As we
endeavor to be the best stewards of our
resources, we have decided to suspend
publication of Home Educator Quarterly
for the remainder of 2019.

If this magazine is your only connec-
tion to THSC, please consider subscribing
to our excellent email newsletter, “Home
Educator Express.” It offers the same
high-quality content and resources as the
magazine, except that you receive it in your
inbox instead of in your mailbox. To sign
up, visit THSC.org/Subscribe. As a thank
you for making this transition with us,
we'll send you the link to a free printable
2019-2020 homeschool planner.

Thank you for reading Home Educator
Quarterly over the years. It has been our
pleasure to provide this resource. We hope
that you will continue to stay in touch with
us via your favorite social media platform,
text updates and our email newsletters. =

Sincerely,

- PRESIDENT'S REVIEW sy fm Lamber ®® B ®

Inside This Issue . .

“Our mission is to inspire
happy. We want as many peo-
ple as possible to hear that
message.”

Beecher Proch, p. 7

“..in this tech-driven society
where competition for our
children’s reading time is
fierce and unrelenting, I'd
rather see a child read some-
thing (i.e. not a “real” book)
than read nothing at all. Is this
compromising?”

Mary Gallagher, p. 12

"As a parent, | know giving up
control in certain areas can be
tough, especially in a situation
where you feel desperate and
as though things are already
out of control. But when we
look at areas where we have
suggested or even imposed
our way of doing something
on our teens, those are the
very areas that may need to
be approached with an open
mind for change.”

Renee Durmois Sullins,
p. 36

“It might be awkward or un-
comfortable for your children
during those first few hours of
camp when they don't know a
single soul. After all, stepping
into a new social environment
can be challenging. But the
ability to comfortably com-
municate with new people is
a life skill that all kids need,
and camp is a great place to
practice!”

Mary Ann Blair, p. 39
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PRIDE OF TEXAS

Witk One foice

Four Siblings’
Journey

toaﬁw@&dm/g&l/%%

By Mollin Luxeder

(1.9(/{[9'“9’ &Z—%f is a pop-folk band based out

of Fredericksburg, Texas. The four siblings—
Beecher, 26; Ezra, 22; Liza, 20; and Asa, 16—have
toured the country together communicating happiness

and highlighting the good in the world.
But long before they were selling albums on iTunes,
their parents made a decision for their education which

would have such an effect on them that it may be the

very reason they are a family band today.

Asa, Ezra, Liza and Beecher
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Left to right: Asa, Ezra, Liza and Beecher

Tom and Janet Proch began home-
schooling their children in 1999.
Like many homeschool parents, they
made the choice because they wanted to
be a big part of their childrens lives.

But what made their
homeschooling approach unique was a
desire to give their children more than
an education. They wanted them to have
freedom to create and to pursue individ-
ual interests. Both creative types—Tom
a furniture craftsman, and Janet a de-
signer, they wanted to unleash creativity
in their children.

The four Proch kids benefit-
ed immensely from their parents’
homeschooling philosophy. They
learned to be unafraid to experiment
and to try new things. They learned how
to cultivate their talents into something
to be shared. They also learned it was
okay to embrace a lifestyle that was
against the norm, even among other
homeschooling families.

Liza says, “If you're going to live
a creative lifestyle, you can't do what
everyone else is doing” And they didn't.
This approach nurtured in the kids a
solid foundation of confidence and
self-esteem as they continued in their
chosen lifestyle, undaunted by peers.

Perhaps the most important thing
that being homeschooled taught the
Proches was the importance of family
and their relationships with each other.

Janet and Tom

“Homeschooling creates and fosters

a forced unity which then becomes
desired unity,” says Beecher. Throughout
years of homeschooling, the Proch fami-
ly cultivated a closeness which helped
them blend their shared interests and

“If youre
going
to live a
creative
lifestyle,
b
you cant
do what
everyone
else is
doing.”
individual strengths into a way for them
to work together seamlessly.

The Proch kids had taken music les-
sons and been in choir since they were
little. Then, in 2013, Beecher and Ezra
were asked to give a small performance

at a fundraiser alongside two other
musicians. When the other two canceled

at the last minute, Liza and Asa filled in.
It was then that they realized they liked
performing together.

For years, they continued giving
small performances at local restaurants,
benefits, etc., all the while increasing
in abilities and love for music. After
happily playing together for so long, the
decision to form an official band and
pursue music full time was an easy one.

But as they embarked on this
journey, they had a mountain to move.
In early 2017, a close family friend and
leading figure in their lives told them that
they were not qualified to write music
and be musicians. This was such an emo-
tional and personal blow that it caused
them to doubt their abilities and question
their purpose. They knew God had given
them their talents and passions for a
reason. Perhaps they were going beyond
their limits?

It’s not just about the music,
though. Beecher explains, “Our mission
is to inspire happy. We want as many
people as possible to hear that message”

Liza adds, “When Jesus came, He
came to bring light and hope; and we
want to do that too”

After several weeks of serious think-
ing and prayer, the Proches realized that
God had given them their talent so they
could ultimately give it back to Him. So

they would play for Him, and not for man.

Therefore, it didn’t matter if there was

All photos courtesy of Willow City.



someone who didn't approve. Overcom-
ing this challenge ultimately generated
the courage and energy they needed to

go the distance as professional musicians.

“Getting over that brought us closer
together; reflects Ezra.

In June 2018, they released their
self-titled debut album “Willow City?”

While their homeschooling story
is drawing to a close, a bigger adventure
is just beginning. A joint career is a new
challenge for the close-knit crew.

“Our four different opinions and
personalities are colliding,” says Liza.

Ezra adds, “Sometimes it’s hard, but
most of the time it’s great” =

Mollin Luxeder is a
homeschool graduate and

the oldest of seven children.

She enjoys spending time
with family, traveling,
reading, writing, history
and soccer.

Clockwise from top left: Tom, Ezra, Asa, Janet, Liza and Beecher
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LANGUAGE ARTS

That Is the Question

D o you wish your child had a de-
sire to read, yet sometimes worry
about the books he does want to read?
Do you find yourself saying “no” to a
book because it’s a new genre or one
that doesn't seem like quality litera-
ture? The changing landscape of chil-
dren’s and teens’ literature can make
us feel like we're between a rock and a
hard place. It’s hard to know what we
should encourage and discourage our
children from reading.

The temptation to restrict reading
materials to quality literature can back-
fire when Mom’s definition of quality
literature conflicts with the student’s
preferences and interests. Learning to
navigate these differences of opinion
without squelching the student’s desire
to read is every parent’s challenge at
some point.

An even deeper problem is the
student who has no preferences for
reading at all—because he doesn’t like
it. As a reading specialist and literacy
coach, I routinely see students who do
not like to read because often they are
bored or not given a choice in reading
material that sparks their interest.

By Mary Gallagher

“Students who are intrinsically
motivated spend 300 percent more
time reading than students who have
low intrinsic motivation for reading,”
found researchers Winfield and
Guthrie. When it comes to keeping
children reading, motivation is key and
choice is a powerful motivator.

For young readers, not only is choice
an important motivational tool, quantity
is just as important as quality—in some
cases more so. Developing readers need
to consume a lot of books to develop flu-
ency and comprehension skills. If your
student is having any difficulty learning
to read, the need to practice more often
becomes even more important.

The only way to create enough
enthusiasm for a beginning or strug-
gling reader is to provide reading
material at his level and give him
books he wants to read. This is where
variety and choice become important
in the development of independent
readers. Ultimately our goal is to help
our children read fluently, confidently
and independently, and it starts from
day one when we consider what they
like to read.

10 TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION / THSC.ORG

A “Novel” Approach

A few years ago, I was working as a
reading specialist tutoring sixth-grade
boys. While perusing the shelves at
the school book fair, my ears perked
up when I heard a mom say, “No,

you can't get that book—its not a

real book!” I edged closer as I peered
around the book display and heard
the pleadings of one of my sixth-grade
students, “But, Mom, I promise I'll
read it!” His mom was steadfast and
gave her son one last warning: “Choose
a real book or we’re leaving and you
don’t get anything” Sadly, I watched as
the boy placed the graphic novel back
on the display and trudged out of the
library empty-handed with his mom.

I am often asked by parents and
teachers what children should read. My
response: “Whatever they want to read”
(Within reason, of course, meaning
content should always be approved by
adults.) But when it comes to genre and
style, I am a huge proponent of choice.

When I hear from parents who are
worried about their students wanting
to read something along the lines of
Captain Underpants, Diary of a
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Wimpy Kid or the Doodle Adventures,
my advice to them is to remember our
goal is to teach children not only how
to read but to love reading for a life-
time. And in this tech-driven society
where competition for our children’s
reading time is fierce and unrelenting,
I'd rather see a child read something
(i.e. not a “real” book) than read noth-
ing at all.

Is this compromising? I under-
stand to many parents this feels like a
compromise. Allowing their children
to read volumes of Dirty Diaper or the
graphic novel version of Robinson Cru-
soe feels a lot like dumbing down their
reading experience. I am as passionate
about quality literature as the next
adult, but the reality of the changing
landscape of children’s literature is
that not everything old is gold and not
everything trendy is necessarily fluff.

For parents who want their chil-
dren to read classics like Tom Sawyer
and Anne of Green Gables but are facing
some resistance or are working with
a reader who is struggling to read at
grade level, I have a few suggestions for
how you can support your children as
they mature in their reading skills and
tastes enough to tackle these classics
and richer novels.

o Look for the graphic book version or
a version rich in illustrations. Some
children are overwhelmed with large
amounts of text on a page and will
shut down immediately, thinking the
book will be too hard for them. Meet
them in the middle with the graphic
version, which offers less text and
more graphics to guide them through
the story. They’ll still get the main
content of the story and rich vocab-
ulary. Perhaps they’ll fall in love with
the characters enough to bravely seek
out the traditional versions and tackle
the rest of the series on their own.

For your highly visual learner, try find-
ing the classic you want your student
to read on YouTube by searching the

title of the book plus “read along” Or
use this reading method as a reward:
read four print books, get a video read-
along book free!

Read aloud. No matter how old your
child is (that’s right, even up through
senior year!), this is still a great way to
nourish a love of books. The benefits of
reading aloud are many and continue
long after your child begins reading on
his own.

Start with the audio book. Whet her
appetite for the book or author with
several chapters in audio, and then
challenge her to read the rest.

Create a list of classics you want your
child to read and then let him choose
the ones that are most appealing. Don't
get upset if they are not the ones you
would choose.

Be flexible and don't worry if all the clas-
sics don't get crossed off your list. I have
a confession: there are many classics I've
never read. The Secret Garden is one,

as is Journey to the Center of the Earth.
But I remember re-reading Peanuts
comic books over and over when I was
about eight years old. I am confident in
saying I am no worse for that lapse into
fluff!

Choose novels that have a correspond-
ing movie. Try mixing it up by reading
the book first then watching the movie
and vice versa. You can follow up with

LORG

a compare and contrast activity and
your child can write a recommendation
for the medium of his choice—fully
explaining why and supporting his
answers with examples. Some sugges-
tions: Bridge to Terabithia, Mr. Popper’s
Penguins, The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe, Because of Winn-Dixie and
Old Yeller, just to name a few.
Complete a genre map or challenge.
List a variety of genres on a checklist,
progress chart or bingo sheet (you can
find some cute ideas on Pinterest) and
work with your child to read one of
each kind. Yes, include all genres, even
those that might be questionable to you,
like graphic books. Once the chart is
complete, celebrate with a special treat
or a visit to a zoo, bookstore or muse-
um of his choice. This gives your child
a measure of control over his reading
selections but also challenges him to not
get stuck in one genre and exposes him
to types of books he may have thought
he would not enjoy. This also gives you
the opportunity to be open-minded
about books like graphic novels or com-
ic book series. Who knows? You might
even find yourself laughing out loud at
Captain Underpants! The important
thing is that your child is reading, is
motivated to read, and that you are
bonding, not fighting, over books.
Traditionally, parents have viewed
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genres such as graphic novels, manga
and comic books as reading material
they should limit or completely disre-
gard. However, we need to keep an open
mind when our children show genuine
interest in a genre that may be new or
trendy. This may be the only time your
children will read, so capitalizing on
their interests and choice will go a long
way in their reading development.
Reading something is always better
than reading nothing, and I wish I had
intervened that day at the book fair and
explained all this to the mom of the boy
who wanted the graphic novel. Who
knows, that may have been the book that
sparked him into becoming a reader! We
never know what will click with our chil-
dren, and we should honor reading tastes
as deeply personal and view new types of
reading materials with an open mind.

How It Can Work
In The Rights of the Reader, Daniel
Pennac considers the “right to read
anything” as number five on his list. I
wholeheartedly agree.

I once tutored a reluctant reader

who would only read Calvin and
Hobbes comics. I ran with it. T had to
find books for him to read so he would
get enough reading practice to develop
his fluency skills, so Calvin and Hobbes
was better than forcing him to read
books of no interest. I sent him home
the first week with an armload of Calvin
and Hobbes and a smile on his face. I
reassured his somewhat bewildered
parents that this would work, and by
the end of the summer he was reading
at grade level!

Another student I tutored was a
high schooler who would only read
manga. Her mom was stymied and
wanted her to expand her horizons. I
helped her think about books in a new
way, but I couldn’t deny the powerful
impressions these books had made
on her as she animatedly talked about
them. I'll admit they were not my cup
of tea, but I was impressed with her
enthusiasm and passion. In fact, she
became an expert in this type of writing
and began writing and illustrating her
own manga books. I'm confident that as
she matured into adulthood she picked
up a more varied reading appetite, but

150+ Classics in Graphic Novel Format
Buried on GoodReads.com is a golden list of classics that have

been rendered in the highly engaging graphic novel format.
On Google, search “GoodReads Adaptations of Classic Books.”

Short Story Revival

Not only is it back stronger than ever, the short story is now

using technology to attract even the youngest of readers. New

apps will “feed” your reader bite sizes of a short story via text

or full-color screen, in the case of Amazon Rapids.

Amazon Rapids is a free download for Amazon tablets,

IOS or Android devices that enables kids to read a short story

one screen at a time. Kids can read along with a cast of life-like
character voices or scroll along. The app also features a parent

dashboard and a built-in glossary to help kids with definitions
and pronunciations.

I was also confident that this girl could
read fluently, comprehend what she
read and write her own captivating
stories.

I bet you can remember the first
book that made you a reader. It may
have been a classic like Charlotte’s Web
or Stuart Little, but guess what? Those
weren't classics yet! Just like music
styles and clothing, things will come
and go but the books with staying pow-
er will remain because they appeal to
children (and adults) across all lifestyles
and socio-economic boundaries. We
need to keep in mind that some new-
comers in today’s childrenss literature
may be tomorrow’s classics.

The reluctant reader needs to be
enticed to read. It would be a perfect
world if all children took up reading
easily and never showed any signs of
difficulty or resistance, but we know
the reality is many children do encoun-
ter reading problems or for whatever
reason do not take to reading as readily
as we hope. But as long as your child is
reading something, you have an open
door to create a lifelong love for books
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and the opportunity to share and influ-
ence your love of books with him.

A Final Word of Encouragement
If you are still on shaky ground about
allowing your child to read genres that
make you squirm, I'll leave you with
this encouraging truth: you have always
been and will always be your child’s
first and most important teacher. Your
influence as you model reading habits
and choices in the home will leave a
lasting mark and lifelong impact on
your child even if it doesn't feel like it
right now.

I admit I balked when my youngest
son asked me to buy him the Captain
Underpants series, but I held my tongue
and reminded myself that at one point
he was not reading at grade level. This
request for books was an encourag-
ing sign. The good news is he moved
beyond the comic book format and is
now a reader of quality material that
surpasses my literary tastes! (I recently
borrowed his copy of For Whom the
Bell Tolls, but to be honest, I never
finished it!)

As you navigate the path to raising
an avid reader, don’t worry about the
detours into genres you find less than

Benefits of Reading Aloud—
Even to High School Students

By Donna Schillinger, THSC Publications Manager

We never outgrow a good story. So if your student has arrived at the
ripe old age of 17 or 18 with a general disdain of books, one of the

best remedies is to put on your thespian cloak and read a good book aloud.
To this day some 35 years later, I vividly remember my senior English

teacher at Central Christian High School in Houston, Brother Jay, reading
Huckleberry Finn and Where the Red Fern Grows to us aloud in class. He had
different voices for all the characters—a highly entertaining change of pace

during the school day. More importantly, it was a game-changer for me. I
hated to read, having been forced to do so much of it. Huckleberry Finn was
the first adult book I actually enjoyed. Now reading is on my short list of

favorite pastimes.

According to journalist and editor Regan McMahon, here are “10
Reasons You Should Read Aloud to Big Kids Too”

« To build vocabulary

o To model standard language rhythm and correct pronunciation

o To improve listening skills
« To improve comprehension
« To bond over favorite books

« To discover new genres your reader would not otherwise endure

« To discover the classics

o To connect to your students’ interests. “Star Wars” and “The Lord of the

Rings” were books first!

o To start discussion on tough issues such as racism and bias

o To spark curiosity, a thirst for learning and an appetite for more books!
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ideal. Celebrate that your child is
reading. Continue to read with him,
nurture the discovery of other genres
and classics, and remember this is a
marathon, not a sprint. We're in this for
the long haul and the temporary jaunt
into Bunny vs. Monkey or Dog Man

will most likely be one stopping point
along a lifetime journey of the love of
reading. =

Mary Gallagher is the co-author

of Teach a Child to Read with

Children’s Books and is passion-

ate about seeing all children learn

to love reading. She trains teachers
across the country and helps parents teach and
instill a love for reading. Her hobbies include
reading and writing, taking long walks and
spending time with her husband and a growing
menagerie of farm animals in Austin, Texas.
Find her at TeachAChildToRead.net and on
Facebook under the same name.
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Classical, Christian homeschooling.

Simplified.

classicalconversations.com/thsc-simplified

Bringa ¢
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For over 30 years Christian Light Education
has brightened the faces of children and their
homeschooling parents.

What makes them smile?

USABILITY

Christian Light is especially suited
for busy moms teaching several
children at different levels. Most
courses can be either teacher-led
or self-paced.

SOLID ACADEMICS

Parents using Christian Light
curriculum continuously report
above-average achievement on
standardized test scores.

1-877-226-8010

WHOLESOME CONTENT

The Bible is fittingly integrated
into all subjects so students look
at each subject from God'’s per-
spective, developing a love and
reverence for God.

STARTING WITH CHRISTIAN
LIGHT To help you decide if
Christian Light is the right choice
foryou, visit our website and view
samples of our curriculum or
request a free catalog.

www.clp.org
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UIL Equal Access Bill: Leveling the Playing Field

By Jeremy Newman

g ccess to dual credit, fair treatment
in the college application process,

parent-taught drivers ed, access to PSAT

tests, and even the freedom to homes-
chool. These are the liberties or which

Texas families fought for and won in the

1990s. Consequently, today a decision
to homeschool does not mean your
children may forfeit the ability to attend
college.

While Texans have seen a great
expansion of freedom for homeschool
families in the last 25 years, we remain
behind 35 other states in regard to one
valuable liberty.

For 20 years, among these oth-
er advancements in freedom, THSC
has spearheaded the UIL (University
Interscholastic League) Equal Access
bill. Despite the fact that homeschool
families pay property taxes supporting
extracurricular activities within public
schools, like orchestra, speech, debate,

band and sports, homeschool students
in Texas are prohibited from participat-
ing in them.

This prohibition goes back to 1915
and included the exclusion of minority
students. In the 1960s, discrimination
against minority students ended, but
homeschool students remain unable to
access UIL activities.

As with PSAT testing and dual
credit options, we believe families
should have the freedom to choose for
their students to participate in orches-
tra, band, sports and similar opportu-
nities funded by their tax dollars. There
are as many as 350,000 homeschoolers
in the state of Texas who could benefit
from these options, 77 percent of whom
support the bill.

THSC has once again filed the UIL
Equal Access bill in the 2019 Texas
legislative session with high hopes
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that it will pass, ending more than

100 years of discrimination against
homeschoolers on this issue in the state
of Texas.

This bill may provide the only
practical extracurricular option for
some homeschool families. Low-income
homeschool families often do not have
the resources to register their children
in private leagues, although they already
pay for the UIL activities at their local
schools. Homeschool families in rural
areas often have no other practical ex-
tracurricular options.

Passing the UIL Equal Access bill
has been a priority for homeschoolers
for years. This year, it may finally hap-
pen in Texas. =

Jeremy Newman serves as director of public
policy for Texas Home School Coalition.
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OUTSIDE THESE WALLS

Seasoning to
Your Homeschool

Evilracurriealar Aclinilies

By Lynne Tagawa
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ohn took piano lessons every week,

but not because he wanted to. Moti-
vating him to practice at home was like
pulling teeth without anesthesia. His
mother set a goal that if after one year
his interest in practicing didn't pick
up, he could give up playing the piano.

When the year ended, so did his lessons.

Clearly John wasn’t tapping into
his passion with piano lessons, so his
parents proposed something else. John
joined the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and
now several years later, he is prepar-
ing to join the United States Air Force
Reserve.

Finding the right fit for your stu-
dents’ extracurricular activities can be
hit and miss. Maybe you loved martial
arts as a kid and had a goal to equip
your child with a black belt by the age
of 12, only to find out your daughter is
no fighter, but instead loves ballet. (True
story.)

Two Good Reasons to Find that
Ideal Extracurricular Activity

Settling on the right extracurricular
activity can be a journey, but it’s one
worthwhile for two big reasons:

1. Extracurricular activities on high
school transcripts look good to col-
lege admissions departments.

2. Kids need something more to life
than books and chores!

“They were finishing their school-
work in three hours!” said Shelley, a
mother of eight. “We had to figure out
what to do with the rest of the time”
And like others I have talked to, she and
her husband didn’t want their children
watching television or playing video
games, so they chose basketball.

Why basketball? “They liked it. And
they were tall”

Shelly’s two youngest daughters
played for a homeschool team that went
to state championships. Although it took
a lot of work, time and money for travel,
it was nice having something that felt like

a reward and something Shelley and her
husband could leverage if their children’s
grades started to fall.

Jennifer paints a similar picture.
“Find something to do!” is what she and
her husband told their middle-school-
aged children. In response, their son
started a small woodworking business

violin in “Pachelbel’s Canon in D Major.”
Lessons led to playing in a small orches-
tra, and now she uses her skill in wor-
ship. “My favorite thing about knowing
how to play an instrument is that I can
serve the Lord with it”

Normally, we think of extracurricular
activities as “extra”—things you can do if and
when the academics are on par, but you might

find reason to combine the two.

and their daughter began selling simple
sewing projects. Later on, they started
raising chickens.

Normally, we think of extracur-
ricular activities as “extra”—things you
can do if and when the academics are
on par, but you might find reason to
combine the two. When my own son,
Josiah, struggled with math, I introduced
him to the violin. Whether or not such
cross-training of the brain is effective
to improve academic performance—re-
searchers are still debating—playing the
violin is certainly a skill to enjoy into
adulthood and it provides a needed break
from the books.

Susan, a homeschool graduate with
an advanced degree in engineering, fell
in love in her youth with the sound of the

Not Cheaper by the Dozen

But how do you afford private lessons if
you have “a quiver full of arrows”? One
of seven siblings, Jessica got creative
when she wanted to learn to play the
piano but her parents couldn't afford

it. She swapped housework for piano
lessons for a time and later worked with
her dad, who had his own business. By
earning her own money, Jessica learned
more than the piano: “It helped me to
understand how hard my father worked
and it taught me the value of money,”
reflects Jessica.

Not everything requires private
lessons, however. Extracurriculars can be
quite affordable, depending on the activity.
Speech, drama and debate are low-cost
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ways of improving speaking skills and
personal confidence. These activities
can even serve as a speech credit on
your students’ transcripts, and with
good reason.

Speech and debate teach valu-
able skills. Jennifer recalls how debate
“helped me think about what I was read-
ing, form an opinion, and then express
it with confidence” Debate also required
her to challenge her own beliefs, think
through them and become confident in
her convictions, especially those related
to faith.
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TEXAS
By Lynne Tagawa

rother and sister Daniel and Emily

Jenkins have not been playing in-
struments since they could hold them,
but they quickly made up for lost time
with discipline and determination.

Emily plays violin and Daniel plays
the viola, and for the last four years,
the pair has been playing in the Hill
Country Youth Orchestra (HYCO.org),
a nonprofit program with locations in
the San Antonio, Kerrville and Freder-
icksburg areas.

With seven professional facul-
ty members and a scholarship fund,
HCYO has expanded over their 30
years to currently serve 140 students in
improving their skills on strings, wood-
winds, brass and percussion. HCYO is
not a single orchestra, but six, divided
by skill level. Beginners play in the
Pre-Twinkle orchestra while the most

Other extracurriculars are even
more closely related to academics, but
hey, if your kids like them, why not?
Search for mentors among your network
to assist with science fair projects and
engineering competitions. From the
group of young men in our church that
formed a team to compete in a robot-
ics competition, one went on to earn a
degree in biomedical engineering while
another recalled it helped him to
“stretch” in an area he otherwise found
boring. Both learned engineering prin-
ciples and had fun among friends.

advanced play in Sinfonia. Emily and
Daniel belong to a middle-level orches-
tra called Concertante.

Orchestra is a group activity that
includes individual competition as
well. Musicians are awarded the order
of their seating by challenging each
other to tests of skill. Last fall, Emily
achieved the honor of concertmas-
ter in the Concertante orchestra. But
according to her, “Playing violin well is
its own reward. After a couple of years
of squeaking away passionately in my
room, I can now play ‘actual music, and
play it well”

The Jenkins are also learning the
art of performing. Of the several free
concerts HCYO does annually, Emily
says, “It is good experience, perform-
ing in front of hundreds of people ... it
makes me do my best”

For Daniel, being in the orchestra
provides a feeling of accomplishment,
which is why he recommends it—even
to students who may have never tried
to play an instrument: “If you get the
inspiration, don’t wait to pursue it just
because it's new to you.” =

Fun with friends and family and
skills for a lifetime: extracurricular
activities are the seasoning in your
curriculum. Helping your students find
fitting passions and pursuits can open
a door to a lifetime of enjoyment and
fulfillment. =

Lynne Tagawa is a wife and
mother of four sons. The
author of Sam Houston’s
Republic, she is a secondary
science teacher with experi-
ence in private schools and
in homeschooling her own sons. Presently she
tutors and teaches homeschool co-op classes.
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Hands on Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Math Wrapped in

an Aviation Package

for Middle and High
School Students.

( ., HOME SCHOOL DAY!

MAY 9, 2019 - 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

OVER TEXAS

PURCHASE TICKETS
BY APRIL 25
FOR ONLY $37.99.:x

*Park open exclusively for home schoolers
& their families!

eMembership & Season Pass Holders Welcome!
eSave Over 50% on One-Day Tickets!

LOONEY TUNES and all related characters and elements © & ™ Warner Bros. Enferfainment Inc. (s19)

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!

ONLINE AT SIXFLAGS.COM/OVERTEXAS-HOMESCHOOL, ENTER PROMO CODE "HOMESCHOOL"
OR BY TELEPHONE AT 817.640.8900 X 4950
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exas Home School Coalition and

homeschool families across the
state are seeking to pass legislation that
would end discrimination against home-
schooled students who are denied access
to University Interscholastic League
(UIL) extracurricular activities funded by
their own families’ taxes.

The UIL Equal Access bill would
allow homeschool students to partici-
pate in UIL extracurricular activities at
their local public schools, giving Texas

Texas Home School
Fight for Equal Access to Extracurricular Activities

homeschoolers more freedom than ever
before. UIL activities include not only
sports but also activities such as music,
theater, speech and debate, creative writ-
ing, journalism, academic competitions
and much more.

If the bill passes, Texas will join 35
other states which allow similar homes-
chool participation. Not a single one of
these states has seen homeschool regu-
lation increase as a result of equal access
legislation—including seven states that

have low regulations like Texas. This bill
will allow freedom for families to decide
what is best for their own children and
leave parents fully in control of their
own children’s education, curriculum
and tests.

With the support of the homeschool
community (77 percent of homeschool
families across the state support the
bill, according to a 2017 poll by Ragnar
Research), the UIL Equal Access Bill can
pass this legislative session. =

If you agree that homeschool families should have freedom for their children

to participate in activities funded by their tax dollars, join the call to pass the UIL Equal Access Bill

by signing our petition at THSC.org/Tebow-Petition.

LEGOI.A

PISCOVERY CENTER

PALLAS/FORT WORTH

$15 TICKETS \

Redeem these offers online under buy tickets and select promotional code or present this coupon at each admission counter. Offers valid For
up o Pour (4) one-day standard $15 tickets per attraction. OFfers only valid at admission counters when walk-up tickets are available. Online
reservations strongly encouraged. The right of final interpretation resides with the attractions. Coupon Code: THSC19 Expiration: 12/31/2019

DallasFW.LEGOLANDDiscoveryCenter.com

f ¥ (© oo

visitsealife.com/grapevine
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CONVENTION 20

We are celebrating 25 years of homeschooling
freedom in Texas and remembering how far we’ve come.
Together, we are Keeping Texas Families Free.

Sheraton Dallas — May 9 - 11, 2019
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott — May 30 - June 1, 2019


http://thsc.org/conventions

Fun for the whole family!

Workshops * Hands-on Exhibit Hall * New to Homeschooling * Texas Leaders Conference
* Encouragement by Chocolate * Saturday Night Entertainment ¢
New Children’s Convention ¢ Teen Staff * Special Buddies (Woodlands only)

Expert Guest Speakers in Parenting and Homeschooling

Teataring Willowr 0”@

Chilovew’ s Conrention Presented @9

Register today at THSC.org/Conventions

* FAMILY PACKAGE—Only $50! %

Includes Exhibit Hall, workshop access, and Hank the Cowdog
for the immediate family all weekend.



http://thsc.org/conventions
http://THSC.org/Conventions

COLORING OUTSIDE THE LINES

® ® B &

Stealth Strategies to Teach a Reluctant Learner
By Dawn Michelle Michals

hen it’s time to focus on schoolwork, my daughter

instantly reverts from precocious teenager to stubborn
toddler. “T don’t want to!” she proclaims defiantly as she sits
with arms crossed at the kitchen table.

I don’t blame her. My daughter is considered intellectu-
ally disabled and has attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD). Learning is hard for her.

I was a straight-A student, a lover of knowledge. Karen
devours only what she wants to know, which consists of fun
facts about pop/rock celebrities and Disney Channel stars. But
by uncovering strategies that help us stay focused and make
homeschooling fun, we're able to have a meeting of the minds.

Dance Breaks

Karen is not a fan of math or reading, but we obviously have
to push through these lessons. So we instituted dance breaks
during these times when we have to sit down and focus on
subjects that are unappealing to her.

Knowing that she gets a break and knowing exactly when
she gets it calms her to work on the tasks at hand. I've noticed
her frustration immediately subsides when we discuss a dance
break before we begin—it triggers her mind to “just do it

Teach Your Student in the Way She Likes to Learn
When my daughter was younger, we read every night before
bed. When I tried introducing phonics and sight words, how-
ever, Karen lost interest. She began to hate our reading time.
In an effort to salvage our valued time together and her
love for reading, I started simply reading to her instead of with
her. This seemed to take the pressure off and provided her a re-
prieve, but one thing remained: she refused to read on her own.
Karen spends her downtime with her headphones on,
tuning out the world while watching her favorite movie on the
laptop. She also likes to hit every button, reprogram systems
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and wipe the hard drive. One day while passing by, I noticed
my future Central Intelligence Agency operative had turned
on the subtitles for her movie. When I asked her “Why?”
she responded, “I like them.” After a few weeks, I really liked
them, too!

Karen began to read signs on the street corners, billboards
and posters at stores on her own. I'd ask her, “How do you
know this word?” She could name the exact movie she saw
the word in and describe the scene. My special needs kid who
refused to read was learning to read on her own.

Why Bruno Mars Is OK in My Book

Do you know how many children’s and young adult biogra-
phies of Bruno Mars exist at our local library? We have found
three so far. My daughter loves pop stars, so we have used
what she loves to help her learn.

As we came home from the library the day we got the
Bruno Mars books, I sneaked peeks at the back seat, where my
daughter who hated to read ravishly took in one book after the
other. She recounted details of Mars’ life, when his birthday is
so we can celebrate, how old he is and the names of songs she
hadn’t heard. My child was learning and loving it.

We all know homeschooling is a journey. My daughter and
I didn't discover all these strategies overnight. Our journey has
been uphill hikes, pleasant plateaus and disappointing valleys. I
learned that if T can’t make my student learn how I want her to
learn, I can meet her where she will learn. She has a unique and
beautiful mind that I want her to use in her own way. =

Dawn Michelle Michals is a homeschooling mom
and award-winning freelance writer. Since 2013,
Dawn has homeschooled her special needs daughter.
Together, they learn the tips and tricks to help her
succeed. Stay connected with Dawn at
DawnMichelleMichals.wordpress.com.
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6 Tips for Learning College-Level Online Research
By Jim Musgrave

Whether your student is heading off to college after graduation or taking dual

credit during high school, he has a lot of writing ahead! So there’s no better time

than now to learn how to research like a scholar.

Dyslexia?
Dysgraphia?
Frustrated
with reading
& writing?

Bright Hope Educational
Therapy provides personalized
intervention in language and
cognitive skills to students
worldwide via teletherapy.

“Not only did Anne make progress where no other
tutor had been able to, her kindness, gentleness and
overwhelming level of caring for my son literally
changed his life and his perspective on learning.”
—Ross V., parent

E——

brighthopetherapy.com | (520) 314-1243

Use code TXHOME to book a

FREE 15-MIN CONSULTATION
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l l ere you will find helpful hints for maximizing time

spent exploring resources and enable your students
to produce college-level, well-documented papers in no
time.

1. Use a Multi-Search Engine

For both teachers and students, the first step in researching
topics for writing a paper is searching for helpful resources.
Most people instinctively turn to Google first. On the surface,
Google seems like a fantastic resource, with paper books

and documents converted to digital format and available for
searching.

However, even the vast amount of information pro-
vided by Google isn't quite enough. I always encourage my
students to use a multi-search engine, which is a website
that utilizes multiple other search engines (Google, Bing,
Yahoo, etc.) as it scans the web. Dogpile in particular is
a highly used and appreciated multi-search engine that I
often recommend.

Make sure you have the latest versions of these free
plugins before beginning:

+ Adobe Flash Player, Get.Adobe.com/flashplayer
« Adobe Reader, Get.Adobe.com/reader
+ RealPlayer, Real.com.
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2. Narrow Your Search Phrase
In order to get the best results in your
initial Dogpile search, decide on the
most important keywords from your
topic. Your choices must be focused
enough that you’ll get good results in
your search. For example, suppose you
want to research cloning. Typing only
“cloning” into Dogpile would result in
far too many results to meaningfully
read through. Narrow down your results
by deciding on a particular part of clon-
ing to research: human cloning, ethics
of cloning, etc.

University of California Berkeley
gives the following advice for honing in
on keywords for a topic:

Break the topic into components.
Make a list of synonyms and related
words, including broader and narrower
concepts, for each component. Then
think about concepts related to your
topic. For example, if your topic is
African-American women in positions
of leadership, the components would
be: African-American, Women, and
Leadership. Here are a list of synonyms:

African-American—Black, minority,
race; Women—gender, feminine; Leader-
ship—industry, business, manufacturing.

Related concepts to this topic might
be: male-dominated industries; glass
ceiling; educational opportunities for
African-American women. All of those
terms will provide slightly different

search results and give you a well-round-
ed body of literature for your research.

3. Use the Library

Of course, traditional libraries also
carry valuable information for your
research. Over 90 percent of libraries
are completely free to the public and
allow checkout of many things besides
books, including magazines, DVDs,
scholarly sources and more. To search
only the content of libraries near you,
visit WorldCat.org/libraries. Go to
Lib.Berkeley.edu/level-up/resources/
research for more helpful information
on scholarly research.

4. Use WorldCat.org to

Find Articles
World Catalogue gives you the option
to browse books, DVDs, CDs, articles
or all of the above. Once you choose

Ready to Present Your Research?
Go high-tech with your presentation with Mikogo Web Meeting,

the best virtual classroom I've ever used.

your search category, make sure to use
the keyword technique discussed earlier
to narrow your search, because an
unreadable list of library sources is no
more helpful than an unreadable list of
websites.

World Catalogue also offers users
the choice to create bibliographies for
their research or to leave reviews of
site materials, but both tasks require a
free account. Depending on how much
you plan to use the website, it could be
worth setting up an account.

5. Evaluate Your Sources

Not all of your sources need to be schol-
arly, but you should make sure that your
resources meet certain standards. When
choosing an article, book, etc., use this
five-step method to determine its validi-
ty. Consider these aspects of the work:

You can call co-op members, grandparents, church members and others who might make a suitable audience

for presenting your research—up to 500 people—to a virtual meeting at a moment’s notice.
For example, you can display your thesis in a high-tech environment and utilize Powerpoint, a camera, audio

and even a sharing of computer desktops and web resources. All of this takes place live on the internet.

It’s a virtual lecture hall. A free account includes unlimited meeting times.
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Accuracy: Is the source verifiable
through experimentation or first-per-
son observation? Has it been fact-
checked by a knowledgeable editor?

Authority: Is the author an expert in
his topic? Does his information come
from other experts?

Objectivity: Is the author biased for
or against his topic? Does the author
or publisher have a stake in the matter
(such as a food conglomerate funding
diabetes research)?

Current information: Has the author
used the most up-to-date research?

Coverage: Is the article detailed? Does it
provide the information you need?

6. Look for Websites That Are
User-Friendly

As discussed earlier, library websites
or the internet in general can provide

invaluable help to your research efforts.
However, some websites are simply

not worth the trouble because they are
difficult to navigate. User-friendliness
is critical.

For an example of user-friendliness
done right, look no further than the
Purdue OWL. There’s a reason so many
college students love this website. Not
only does the OWL provide fantastic
lessons and resources, they’ve dedicat-
ed an entire page and video tutorial to
navigating their updated website layout.
Purdue OWL wants their users to get
the most out of the website possible and
it shows.

Unfortunately, not every research
website will match the high standards
set by the OWL, and a website that
one person navigates easily may seem
impossible to another. Ultimately,
only you can decide if a website’s user
interface suits your study habits. Find
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EASY
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rammar

a style that works for you, and use the
websites that best help you to navigate
and research your chosen topic.

Practice Makes Perfect

No matter your future profession, qual-
ity research is critical, and knowing the
best websites and resources to conduct
your research is a great help. =

Jim Musgrave is the owner
of English Majors Reviewers
and Editors, LLC in San
Diego, California. He is a
publisher, teacher, writer
and consultant. He has
authored four novels and
two collections of short
stories and has won
multiple awards and grants for his work in
the development of instructional applications,
online courses and texts. Have more questions
about scholarly research? Email Jim at
jamesmusgrave2122@att.net.

| have never seen so
many 5-STAR ratings — on
different sites — for a
program! -N.B.

)

EAsYy GRAMMAR
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & Plus

o Prepositional Approach

o Unit & Cumulative Reviews & Tests
o Concepts Expanded

o Promotes Mastery Learning

DaiLy GRAMS

Grades 3,4, 5,6, &7

e 10-Minute, Daily Lessons

e 180 Lessons, One for Each Day

e Concepts Presented Cyclically to
Enhance Mastery Learning

o Results-Oriented

EAsY GRAMMAR ULTIMATE SERIES
Grades 8, 9, 10, 11, & 12*

e Teaching, Reviewing, Applying

e 10-Minute (Daily) Teaching Lessons!
e Concepts Presented Cyclically

WWW.EASYGRAMMAR.COM

1-800-641-6015 « JENNY@EASYGRAMMAR.COM
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Do You Have a Procrastinator? Turning Potential Into Success

By Renee Dormois Sullins

As I reflect on my journey as a homeschool parent (especially during my daughter’s

preteen and teen years), I remember having no idea why my very bright child was not

using her potential and was fighting against me when she needed to get things done. I

initially thought it was typical adolescent laziness.

eeing her struggle and constantly

battling with her was frustrating,
heartbreaking, irritating and exhausting.
We tried to do everything we could to
move her forward and to find anything
to motivate her to stay on task, to finish
her work, and to think about the conse-
quences of her inaction.

We were at a loss. We tried counsel-
ing, some nutritional changes in her diet
(this was before accurate health infor-
mation was so readily available), had
her take learning differences testing—
you name it. We spent lots of time and
money to no avail.

If T only knew then what I know
now. What I know now would have saved
all of us a great deal of stress and time we
could have been enjoying together as a
family. That’s why I am passionate about
helping teens and their parents: so that
you can enjoy those precious years before
your babies leave the nest.

Parents come to me all the time
telling me the same things:

+ “I'm worn out”

+ “TI've done everything I think I can do”

« “T have begged and pleaded with my
teen”

+ “Tjust want him/her to be happy”

Our stress over our kids’ procrasti-
nation and failure to function effectively
causes them stress as well. This typically
leads to arguments, emotional distanc-
ing, anxiety, depression and an extreme-
ly unhappy child.

When you have a child you know
is intelligent and capable of success but
constantly procrastinates, it is tempting
to give ultimatums and discourse on
methods you use to stay motivated and
to get your objectives done.

As alife coach, and as one who has
mentored hundreds of students for the
past 12 years through my own nonprofit
organization, I've realized that teens
doing what works best for them and
obeying their parents’ rules do not have
to be mutually exclusive.

What Makes Your Child Tick?

As adults, we all have ways of doing
things that seem to work for us. We
have patterns we've developed that seem
quite effortless and second nature. Some
of us are productive in the morning
while others get a rush of creative en-
ergy late at night. Some of us learn best
by doing, others by hearing, others by
seeing. Meanwhile, others are a hybrid
of learning modalities.
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As parents, we often don'’t realize
that our teens are the same way. They
are wired to work their best under cer-
tain circumstances, just like we are.

One of my favorite examples is
of a ninth-grade client of mine. She
always felt distracted while studying and
couldn’t complete her work in a timely
manner. This upset her and caused her
stress, frustration and even nausea.
Sometimes she would be driven to tears
from feeling so far behind in her school-
work. She longed for the self-discipline
to do everything she knew she could,
yet she was stuck in a cycle of procras-
tination, which perpetuated her stress
response.

One of the initial things we looked
at was her study location: at the dining
room table—sound familiar? I asked
where she really wanted to study and
it was, of course, her room. What
teen’s room isn’t her sanctuary? First,

I encouraged her to ask her mother’s
permission to make the switch from

the dining room to the bedroom. Most
parents of “distracted teens” may not be
too keen on this idea, but thankfully her
mom was graciously willing to give ita
try.
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Next, we focused on what needed
to be done in order to make this work.
What needed to be physically moved or
removed in her room to make it con-
ducive to a great study environment?
Once the young lady saw that she could
make a change to her environment to
make it work for her, not against her,
she thrived! Mom was very pleased
with the results and one of her daugh-
ter’s instructors even sent home a note
shortly after this shift, acknowledging
the positive and successful changes in
her coursework!

As a parent, I know giving up
control in certain areas can be tough,
especially in a situation where you feel
desperate and as though things are
already out of control. But when we look
at areas where we have suggested or
even imposed our way of doing some-
thing on our teens, those are the very
areas that may need to be approached
with an open mind for change.

Other Factors That Influence

Motivation

Time management is very personal to
the individual. For example, just because
a planner with refillable pages works for
the parent, it won’t necessarily work for
your teen. Some prefer wall calendars,
some like girly floral planners, some use
Google calendar, and some prefer large
desk calendars. Ultimately, whatever
system it is, it has to be what works for
the student.

Another reason for your teen being
“stuck” may be related to health. God
made our minds and bodies to work
together, not independent of each other.
When we try to separate the two, we
create an imbalance that can present ob-
stacles to learning and to overall mental
health and happiness.

Many teens suffer from poor eating
habits, poor gut health, poor sleep hab-
its, too much exposure to electronics,
vitamin and mineral deficiencies, lack

of exercise, and scarcity of fresh air and
sunshine. All of these factors can con-
tribute to poor brain health which can
lead to poor concentration, low motiva-
tion, low energy, and a distracted mind.
Thus, a holistic approach is impera-
tive in determining the real reason your
teen is stuck. Once these elements are
addressed, even long-term problems can
resolve themselves and help your teen
move from just sitting on his or her po-
tential to walking fearlessly into success.

Discover the Why

Finally, it’s said that water follows the
path of least resistance. This sentiment
is often true of our actions, especially
with a teen that is struggling to experi-
ence forward movement. To quote Roy
T. Bennett from The Light in the Heart:
“The comfort zone is a psychological
state in which one feels familiar, safe,
at ease, and secure. If you always do
what is easy and choose the path of least

Schreiner University

Opportunities as BIG as Texa

Top 5 nationally'in'Social'Mobility” by US News
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resistance, you never step outside your
comfort zone. Great things don’t come
from comfort zones”

At some point we have all been
successful at taking the path of least
resistance, especially when we lack
the motivation, confidence or know-
how to do something. Chances are
teens know what they can achieve
and they truly want to. They just don’t
know how. Here’s where working
on mindset-shifting can be most
beneficial. This is like rewiring the
brain to form sustainable habits based
on the “why” behind the behavior and
the desire.

Discovering the true “why” is
foundational in digging deep and
finding out just what is slowing your
child down and getting in the way of
achieving all he can with the gifts he

has been given. Once your teen finds
his “why;” you can move forward with
the “how”

In order to finish what you start,
you have to start. But finding the
motivation to start is not impossible.
With the right tools and accountability,
teens will feel empowered and have
the confidence and ability to start their
journeys. Once they do, great things
can happen! =

Renee Dormois Sullins is the

founder of Head2ToCoaching

(visit Head2ToeCoaching.

com) and is a holistic

health and wellness and

life coach for homeschooled
high school and college students. She lives
with her husband in a rural area outside
of her hometown of Houston, where she
enjoys sharing the country life with her new
grandbaby Ella (who will most surely be
homeschooled someday).
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Plenty of Reasons You
Should Consider Sending
Your Kids to Camp

By Mary Ann Blair

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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ith summer calendars quickly

filling up, it can be hard to
squeeze in one more thing. But if you
have never sent your kids to a sum-
mer camp, here are several reasons
why you should consider it. And
don’t just take my word for it, let’s
hear what veteran camp families have
to say on the matter.

1. Camps provide kids with ex-
periences they might not have

access fo in everyday life.
Horseback riding, paddling a canoe
across the lake, wilderness survival
training, conquering a ropes course,
sleeping under the stars—adventures
are endless at camp, and your child
will have an opportunity to try some-
thing brand new. For the youngest
campers, trying a new craft activity
or learning a new camp song can be
so much fun!

“I made lots of things at camp,

and I got to use glow-in-the-dark
paint!” Tate, age six.

“At camp last year, my cabin did
a ropes course together. It was so fun,
and it brought us even closer;,” says
Marie, age 14.

2. Camps are a safe place to

practice social skills.

It might be awkward or uncomfort-
able for your children during those
first few hours of camp when they
don’t know a single soul. After all,
stepping into a new social environ-
ment can be challenging. But the
ability to comfortably communicate
with new people is a life skill that all
kids need, and camp is a great place
to practice!

“Camp has helped me to not be
scared to try new things. I usually
don’t know anyone in my cabin.
When I went to middle school and
didn’t know very many people, it
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wasn't as scary because I was used to
making friends with new people at
camp,” says Beth, age 11.

3. Camps are a great way to

meet a new pen pal.

Camps provide kids with an oppor-
tunity to form friendships with a
new group of peers they might never
have met otherwise. Becoming a pen
pal with a camp friend can be really
fun for kids. It also allows them to
practice penmanship and typing and
gives them an opportunity to expand
their language arts knowledge.

“I met one of my best childhood
friends at summer camp. We would
see each other a few times a year
during sporting events, but in be-
tween those games, we would keep in
touch by writing letters. Twenty years
later, I still love receiving her annual
Christmas letter in the mail,” says
Mary, mother of two campers.



Many kids come away from camp with improved
leadership and teamwork skills.

4. Camps allow kids to expe-
rience spiritual and personal

growth.
If a camp is affiliated with a church
or other religious organization, there
will certainly be a spiritual compo-
nent encouraging kids to grow in their
faith. Camps that are secular in nature
provide many growth opportunities for
campers as well. Many kids come away
from camp with improved leadership
and teamwork skills. Being able to
thrive in a new environment away from
their parents fosters independence and
builds confidence.

“Camp allowed me intentional
time to grow individually during
quiet times in nature and as a part of
the body of Christ. I learned more
about God’s creation; how differently
He made each person; and how to be
independent, yet dependent on Him,”
reflects Gwendolyn, a seven-year
summer camp veteran.

5. Having your child attend
camp can be beneficial for the
siblings.

With busy schedules, it can be chal-
lenging for parents to spend individual
quality time with each of their children.

Having one or more kids away at camp
allows parents to give more individual
attention to the kids who are still at
home. For larger families, this also al-
lows the siblings who aren’t at camp to
spend more one-on-one time with each
other, which can help strengthen their
sibling bond.

“I love spending time with both
of my boys together. But having alone
time with each of them is so important,
too. We can bond in a different way
when it’s just the two of us,” says Corey,
dad of two.

6. Camps give kids a

much-needed technology break.
No matter how old your children are,
they could probably benefit from a
screen hiatus, especially during the
summer months. Spending time out-
doors, learning a new skill, having fun
and forming new friendships is good
for the body and the soul!

“My kids have gone to summer
camp for years, but last year stood out
to me when my teens got in the car
and excitedly told me every little detail
about their weeks and both said they
didn’t even miss their phones, video
games or technology the entire week!”
reports Tiffany, mom of three.
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7. Sending kids to camp is ben-

eficial for you too.

Driving away from your children

on the first day might be a little
gut-wrenching. But entrusting your
kids to someone else for a while can be
truly beneficial. Maybe it will free up
time for some overdue self-care or give
you and your spouse time to reconnect.
Maybe it will provide an opportunity to
hit the reset button with your tween or
teen. After all, absence makes the heart
grow fonder! Parenting is tough work,
so don’t feel guilty if you enjoy this time
to yourself. Chances are, your kids are
having a blast without you!

“The first year we dropped our
daughter at an overnight camp, my
husband joked (and still does) that I
was disappearing during the days in
full camouflage with binoculars to keep
an eye on her without her knowing. I'll
admit I did call the camp once to check
on her, but I overcame the rest of the
struggle by trusting her to God’s care,”
recalls Donna.

8. Your child’s experience as a
camper could help land a sum-

mer job in the future.
Camps are staffed by amazing counsel-


http://thsc.org/

ors who provide kids with all kinds of good, clean fun. Most
of these counselors were also campers once. Now they get

to help a new set of youngsters make unforgettable summer
memories, all while sharpening their own teamwork and
leadership skills. Your child might have that same opportuni-
ty one day. What a great way to spend a summer!

9. Camp is just plain fun.
So many adults have fond memories from their days spent at
camp, and kids who have been to camp often say it’s a favorite
part of their summers. Odds are, your kids are going to love
it! For that reason alone, it’s worth sending them to camp.
“When I was a teenager and young adult, I was a day
camp counselor. It feels like it’s in my blood and I love the op-
portunities my kids have to explore the world, get dirty, learn
new things that aren’t necessarily taught in the classroom,
and to meet new friends. I also love that camp teaches them
independence. They have their own little world for a brief
moment and they flourish!” says Kari, mother of two. =

Mary Ann Blair is a mom of two boisterous boys. Besides
chronicling her adventures in motherhood, she loves the
outdoors, reading and all things crafty.
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Looking for a Summer Camp? These Texas Camps Love Homeschoolers!

. 3D CAD Masters, Day Camp in Houston, 3DCADMasters.com
V// Our unique STEM program teaches 3D CAD engineering and robotics
coding to students ages 9-18. We enable students to turn imagination
into reality by designing and creating objects using 3D printers,
engineering CAD software, and interactive coding on electronics.

Butman Methodist Camp & Retreat Center, Overnight Camp in

Merkel, ButmanCamp.org

We have camps for grades 3-4, 4-6, 6-8, and 9-12, a camp for campers
with incarcerated loved ones, and a camp for intellectually challenged adults. We
are working with Jesus to change the world one heart at a time.

Camp Champions, Overnight Camp in Marble Falls
on Lake LBJ, CampChampions.com
Camp Champions has created a tradition of excellence since 1967. With the
facility and staff expected from a premier camp, Champions is distinguished by its
developmental focus on building strong kids.

Frontier Camp, Overnight Christian Youth Summer Camp in
Grapeland, FrontierCamp.org
Frontier Camp offers a homeschool week for children and teens ages 7-17 (June
2-8). Campers experience the fun of an action-packed week, full of exciting recre-
ational opportunities, playing outside in God’s creation, and an atmosphere where
Christianity is taught in word and action.

His Hill Ranch Camp, Christian Overnight and Day
Camp in Comfort, HisHill.org/camp
An opportunity for youth to learn what it means to have a living relationship with
Jesus Christ while enjoying activities such as archery, riflery, horseback riding,
canoeing, gaga ball and more!

Snapology, Hands-on STEM and Robotics Day Camp

in multiple locations in Texas including Cypress,
Spring, Katy, Sugarland, Pearland, League City and more, Snapology.com
A recognized leader in STEM programs offering hands-on activities where we
build confidence in children’s learning at your choice of location. Half/full-day
summer camps, birthdays, homeschool.

Solid Rock Camps, Overnight Camp in Eastland,

SolidRockCamps.com Build lifelong memories on beautiful

Lake Leon with other Homeschool families at our Christ-cen-
tered camp August 5-8! Adventure overflows with swimming, hiking, sports,
worship, and exploration on our 222 acres.

Camp Thurman, Day Camp in Dallas/Fort Worth,

CampThurman.org Camp Thurman is celebrating 50
years of being the best day camp experience in the Dallas Fort Worth area, for
campers ages 4-14.
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Campapalooza: So Many Kinds of Camps!

Overnight Camp

Also known as sleep-away camp, overnight camps typically
last around five to seven days. Some camps do offer a shorter
version for younger or first-time campers.

Day Camp

Campers are dropped off and picked up the same day. Day
camp length can vary from just a few hours to a full day of
activities.

Educational Camps

STEM-based camps allow kids to dig deeper into the areas of
science, technology, math and engineering. These camps are
often offered through local schools or school districts. Also
community colleges and universities often use their resources
in the summer to offer anything from ACT/SAT prep camps
to foreign language learning environments to sports and
technology camps.

Specialized Camps

These camps focus on one specific subject: art, theater, mar-
tial arts, music, soccer, basketball, etc. Your local department
of parks and recreation is a great resource for specialized
camps.

Church Camps

In addition to offering overnight camps in a more tradition-
al wilderness setting, many churches host a Vacation Bible
School onsite that encourages kids to grow in their faith
through songs, activities and story-time.

Sponsored Camps

Several youth organizations including Girl Scouts, Boy
Scouts, Camp Fire, 4-H and the YMCA offer a variety of both
overnight and day camps. Contact your local organization for
more information.



SPECIAL FEATURE

Homeschooling the Gifted Child

By Victoria Weaver

ince most of us were raised to be

humble, we never want to be “that”
parent who goes on and on about how
bright her child is. Everyone is gifted in
some way, but there’s no denying that
some kids are exceptional.

Smart kids and kids with good
grades are not necessarily gifted. A
gifted child goes beyond getting perfect
grades, or, in fact, may not even excel in
the traditional sense of grade reporting.
The label “gifted” defines those who dig
deeper, grasp concepts quickly and view
them differently.

Often people are asynchronous-
ly gifted, meaning they excel in one
subject while struggling or being quite
average in another. Other traits that
often accompany giftedness include:

« Emotional intensity

« Over-excitability, such as extreme joy
or frustrations

« Inconsistent maturity compared to
same-age peers

« Early communication with an ad-
vanced vocabulary

« A rich imagination that shows original-
ity and creativity

« Being argumentative

« Preferring solitary play to playing with
children their own age

+ Acute observational skills.

Often people are
asynchronously
gifted, meaning
they excel in one
subject while
struggling or be-
ing quite average
in another.

Because of how truly unique they
are, homeschooling is ideal for the

ability to customize education for your
gifted child.

Is Labeling Your Gifted Child

Necessary?
The gifted child can wear many labels:
accelerated, advanced, smart, genius,

44 TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION / THSC.ORG

peppy and many more. But are any of
these helpful, even the term “gifted”?
Obtaining the label often involves
expensive, in-depth tests that many
homeschool parents prefer to avoid.
While these tests may seem unneces-
sary or even detrimental, they can assist
you in understanding how your child
learns and how best to help them in
a homeschooling environment. Ulti-
mately, it is your choice, and because
homeschooling allows us to bend and
flex with our learners in the way that
best suits their needs, paying to confirm
the label is certainly not necessary.
There are a few times you may want
to pursue testing. If your child is already
in school and you are removing him to
homeschool, it may be helpful to pursue
a diagnosis, both for your benefit and

for the potential return to school in the
future. Knowing the diagnosis (if there is
one) will help you immensely in adapt-
ing your teaching style to your gifted
child’s learning style.

Additionally, be honest with gifted
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children about the results of any tests
they may take. They deserve to know.
Just be careful to keep the explanation
at a level they can understand. We
must remember that though they may
be advanced in many areas, they are
still children and grappling with the
fluctuations of a growing brain.

Why Homeschool Your Gifted

Student?

Gifted children often process and
understand material faster than their
peers. A gifted child is more likely

to become bored, which can lead to
disruptive behavior or, paradoxically,
under-achievement. Keeping the ma-
terial challenging while maintaining
a classroom of children is difficult for
the mainstream educator.

Another challenge for the edu-
cator may be that the gifted learner
quickly out-paces the instructor. There
is no handbook for when you think
your student is smarter than you. In
that case, the best option is helping
that child find the best way to learn
and achieve goals.

Homeschooling gifted children
may be the only recourse that will fully
allow gifted children to find meaning
and substance and truly develop their
astonishing potential. In this age of
connectivity, it may also be the better
option to find peers of similar ability
and age.

The complete control to adapt
curriculum for your gifted child is one
of the best reasons to homeschool. You
and your child set a course of study. Not
being tied to a schedule opens a world of
opportunity to go beyond the page and
delve deeply into subjects. Field trips
will not just be a day away from home,
but an integral aspect to your child’s
exploration and comprehension.

BCE Academy

Your Success Is Our Goal!
Simplify and enjoy homeschooling more!

Basic Christian Education offers:

+ Full-service homeschool curriculum

+ Biblically based

* Accredited

* Full record keeping

+ Official transcripts

+ FREE Diagnostic Testing and Placement
service with enrollment ($50 value)

+ Start any time of the year!

+ Or purchase course or individual
PACEs in any subject

Call for personal assistance today:
866-567-2446
Download a free catalog at
www.basicchristianeducation.com

Their capacity for motivation related to
their interests will often allow
them to take the lead when provided
the raw materials and resources.
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If you've decided to homeschool
your gifted student, youre in for an
adventure that is as singular as your stu-
dent. Here are some ways to maximize
success and minimize frustrations.

Finding Your Curriculum
One-size-fits-all learning will be a waste
of money because gifted children will
likely be learning different levels for
different subjects.

Avoid a style of constant review (e.g.,
spiral method, or those heavy on ma-
nipulatives) because gifted learners will
be bored revisiting mastered concepts.
Rather, they need to build on their learn-
ing to keep pace with their brains.

Avoid Needless Repetition
We often approach learning in a linear
fashion and require our students to

Meadow

K-12 CURRICULUM AND
DISTANCE LEARNING

master A before beginning B. But the
gifted mind does not always work this
way. Forcing steps or basic concepts that
the gifted child has already grasped will
exasperate both sides. Likewise, busy-
work will lead to similar frustrations
and disappointments. Manipulatives
are generally used to help reinforce
concepts. If they already feel comfort-
able with the concept, repetition merely
slows them down.

Avoid insisting on completion.
When gifted children learn what they
need from a book or project, they may
abandon it. Forcing them to complete
a project that is no longer interesting
will turn into a contest of wills. Find out
why they want to abandon it: perhaps
they were intrigued by a different idea
or decided their time could be better
used elsewhere. From there, you can
help them decide how to proceed.

Bring Learning Home!

Oak Meadow provides flexible
homeschooling curriculum for K-12.
Use independently, or enroll in our
accredited distance learning school.

Save 20% on curriculum in May,
Mother's Day to Memorial Day!

Sign up fora Virtual Info Session on oakmeadow.com

Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, or ADD?

rather than remediating
perceived weakness.

learnyourway.biz
learnyourway@yahoo.com
281-638-0297

Adult or Child.

Learn Your Way uses a method
improving on natural strengths,
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Challenging Gifted Children
Allow them to teach themselves. Find
curriculum that teaches without paren-
tal help. Often, they will move beyond
our level quickly. Their capacity for
intrinsic motivation related to their in-
terests will often allow them to take the
lead when provided the raw materials
and resources.

Allow them to fall down the rabbit
hole. A gifted child can often become
intensely persistent or obsessed with
learning all they can about a particu-
lar subject. It may mean extra trips to
the library and a lot of guided inter-
net searches, but absorbing copious
amounts of information allows their
brains to work at capacity and lays a
foundation for future learning.

Challenging work is essential for
gifted children. When gifted children

AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN'S BOOK
AUTHOR

CAROLE
P. ROMAN

Enjoy your reading adventure!

"YOU CAN FIND MAGIC WHEREVER YOU
LOOK...ALLYOU NEED IS A BOOK." - DR.
SEUSS

caroleproman.com
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don’t have an educational challenge,

the intensity that is so common in
gifted children can lead to emotional
overload. If their lessons are always too
easy, they may end up with a deep sense
of failure when they encounter more
difficult topics or problems that actually
do challenge them.

Is Early College the Right

Course?

This is a family choice. Part of why we
homeschool is that we get to be with
our children, so you might be reticent
to send your student off to college early.
Depending on your location, communi-
ty college may be a better option to help
her mature emotionally and gain some
real-world experience before it is time
to actually leave the nest.

%

K-12 Courses !

Over 200 I

There are other ways to challenge
the gifted student besides college. You
can also use this time to encourage
gifted children to develop emotional
maturity and independence. Encourage
them to find a job, volunteer and/or
intern in a field of interest. Developing
leadership, teamwork, time manage-
ment and personal resilience are all
necessary to move forward as a socially
and emotionally healthy adult capable
of independent success.

Gifted children have been given
something of great value—an excep-
tional intelligence in one or more areas.
Most will not fit within the mold and
capabilities of a traditional school. Save
yourself a lot of energy by stepping
away from bureaucracy, even in curric-

ulum or common homeschool methods,

to meet the needs of your gifted child.

Homeschooling will not always be
the easier option for you as parent to
a gifted learner. In fact, it will likely be
exhausting and isolating at times. But it
may be the best gift you can give your
learner. Schools teach to the average.
Your homeschool can teach to the
exceptional. =

Victoria Weaver worked as
a public school teacher be-
fore deciding to homeschool
her own children. She is
also a freelance writer

and supports the Houston
homeschool community
through her blog
GreaterHoustonMoms.com.

An award-winning Spanish
course & Christian ethics for

Accredited Online Curriculum

Providing an online educational option to

fulfill your homeschool curriculum needs!

¢ Adaptable to studen

For more information, ¢ Used by familieh
nationally and

internationally

please contact:

Mark Masloski )
¢ Detailed reports to

monitor student
progress

mmasloski@jcesc.org

740.283.3347 24/7 access for student/

. arent convenience
jcesc.org

your homeschoolers.

Speedy Spanish and Christian Ethics for Youth are ageless
courses designed for busy moms and ambitions students.

Speedy Spanish teaches vocabulary, sentence structure,
songs, Bible verses, and Bible vocabulary. It has been
identified as “A compact, easy to use curriculum.” Itis a
conversational, self-teaching Spanish study.

Christian Ethics for Youth teaches your child to apply
godly wisdom to ethical problems. This is “a thorough
and well-organized study of the book of Proverbs.”

PECHEHTE] PAOANKS

31 Years Serving Homeschoolers!

speedy-spanish.com 503-630-4606
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What If | Don’t Homeschool
My Gifted Child?
By Victoria Weaver

Different learners have different
needs. As parents, our job is to
find the optimal fit to nurture our
children’s talents and souls. Finding
the best educational opportunities
for your gifted child may mean that
you do not homeschool. Maybe you
tried it and have reluctantly decided
to go another route. If you determine
a more traditional school is the best
place for your child, the goal be-
comes ensuring your student thrives
in the new environment.

If you are leaning toward a
public school, contact the district to
learn about any programs available
for gifted students. Many districts
no longer use “gifted and talented,”
referring instead to these options as
“advanced academics.”

Upon enrollment, bring test re-
sults or other documents so that the
teachers have very clear knowledge of
your child’s abilities. This process will

lead to meetings and discussions that
will outline expectations and services
to be provided. Bring a notebook and
ask questions. Do not leave until you
understand what the school is offer-
ing and you are sure they understand
what you are expecting. Make sure to
follow up with the teacher to ensure
your child has not “checked out” or is
drowning in busywork.

Some private schools cater to
extraordinary children. Explore less
mainstream options that may give
your gifted child room to bloom,
such as a Sudbury School or Acton
Academy, both of which are learn-
er-driven. Once again, stay in com-
munication with the teachers and
monitor your child’s progress.

A final option may be looking
into charter or magnet schools. These
are often specialized, and involve
specialized application processes.
Investigate them early or consider
homeschooling in the interim. =

Music!

ON TO
GOD'S PATE N }'S GLOR

PRRWT S
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Praise Hymn Inc. has been
publishing Christian school
curriculum since 1974.

Visit our web site

PraiseHymnInc.com
to view sample pages and learn
about our music education
curriculum for grades K4 through 7
and our unique Bible curriculum
for grades 1 through 6.

To receive ] FREE BOOK
send your address & selection to
Judyswaim@praisehymninc.com
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GETTING ALONG

And Baby Makes... One More Student:
Integrating Infant Care into Homeschooling

By Candi Summers

ne year into homeschooling, I was so discouraged that I
wasn't sure how I could keep this up until all my children
graduated.

My husband and I were both homeschooled in the “dark
ages” when homeschooling in Texas was illegal. Having lived
through the battle to legalize home education in Texas, I was
fiercely protective of my right to teach my children at home and
so excited to get started.

We started in 2005: My daughter was four, my son was two, and I
had just learned I was pregnant with my third child.

My dreams were soon crushed as I tried to get my daughter
(who we later learned was dyslexic) to conform to my expecta-
tions. Added to that was caring for my toddler and newborn.

I am here to level with you: there have been some ridicu-
lous days in my homeschooling journey. There have been many
sleepless nights followed by days spent in breastmilk-stained PJs.
I am not one of those moms who is Instagram ready. ’'m happy
if I get out the door with everyone’s shoes on most of the time. I
have dealt with “mom guilt” and cried out to God for wisdom. So
if T can homeschool five children, you can do it, too!



Some seasons are smooth sailing.
And then comes that sweet season
of having a new baby in the house. The
first days seem hallowed, but they soon
give way to an often frustrating season
of finding a new normal. But you find it
... eventually.

Do you have a new baby that’s caus-
ing you to wonder if you can keep up
this blessed calling? Here are my hard-
earned secrets to incorporate caring for
your new baby (by birth or adoption)
into your homeschool.

You need to have a plan.

I am a fly-by-the-seat-of-the-pants kind
of gal. I have always balked at schedules
and plans and resisted them for years. I
thought those things would shackle me
to a boring routine. It wasn't until I was
pregnant with my fifth baby that I finally
made a real schedule for school and for
our days. I was amazed at how much
freedom followed.

The secret is that a plan actually
relieves some of the pressure. I know
you feel frazzled, distracted, tired and
depleted much of the time, but having
a structure will bring some peace to the
chaos.

Before your baby comes, take an
afternoon and put some solid schedules
and plans in place. Get a notebook and
write out a school plan for each child,
their curriculum, and how the school
year will be structured. Include some
time off school when the baby first
arrives, then a slow ramp-up back to
full-time school.

Create a daily schedule that is loose-
ly structured with minimum expecta-
tions. Maintain your plans by setting
aside an hour each week to tweak them
based on how each child is progressing.
If part of the plan isn't working, try
something else.

Don’t sweat the small stuff—and
keep in mind that a plan that goes off
the tracks is often far better than no

plan at all! The plan is here to serve you,
not the other way around. Give yourself
permission to have days where you don’t
accomplish anything other than keeping
the tiny humans alive!

As soon as your older children
are able to help in any way,
give them some responsibility.

Start with “gopher” jobs, then assign
more and more difficult chores as your
child grows. Have your toddler bring
you a diaper or help pick up toys. Use

the gifts your children have been given
to supplement your own hard work

during this time when you are stretched.

This enriches your children with life
skills for the future and can build cama-
raderie between siblings.

Yes, sometimes a child will say, “But
I didn’t make this mess, why should I
clean it up?” To which I reply, “We all
live here together, and it takes all of us
working together to make our home
function.”

Photo courtesy of Candi Summers
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Pair older children with
younger ones.

Let them be special buddies. Let your
older child read to, supervise school
work or play with the younger child
while you care for the baby. Planning
which child is buddied up ahead of time
will give you an easy out when you need
backup. You can simply say, “Big buddy,
I need your help!” Make sure you thank
your older children and compliment the
way they help.

Create the expectation that big kids
help little kids, and that they will be
buddies for life. Teach your older chil-
dren to change diapers, bathe and rock
the new baby too. Get an extra Ergo or
other carrier that they can wear. Every
little bit of help counts when you’re
trying to parent and teach multiple
children.

Have school, chores or quiet activ-
ities planned for your older children to
do during the baby’s naptime.

Build these activities so that the
moment you need to put the baby down
for a nap, or the moment the baby falls
asleep, you can say, “Quick, do your nap-
time activity!” Puzzles, studying spelling
words, reading books and worksheets
make great naptime go-to activities.

Take advantage of the flexibility
of homeschooling.

If you need rest or are nursing, have
your children take turns doing their
work on your bed or on a chair by your
bed. Let your older children rock the
baby or play with the baby while you do
a read-aloud or grade someone’s work.

There will be many days when your
plans fall apart, no one is cooperative
and you don’t know how you’re going
to make it. On those days, hit the reset
button by gathering the children to do
a read-aloud or going outside if the
weather is nice. Change the atmosphere
by changing the scene.

Think outside the box about in-
struction time. For a few months after
my fifth child was born, my eight-year-
old son did his school work in the late
evening while his older siblings got
ready for bed (the bathroom was full
anyway, and he was at his best late in the
day). It doesn’t matter when or where
your children do their schoolwork, as
long as they are doing it!

Set boundaries for yourself.

You cannot fill from an empty cup.
Whether you add to your family via
birth or adoption, it is a stressful thing.

Candi Summers and husband with their first three kids, and (above) more recently with the full set of five.

It is physically taxing for you as a moth-
er, especially if you are breastfeeding.

It is wise to set some boundaries for
yourself. I know this is impossible some-
times, but if you don’t build the frame-
work, it will never happen. It is import-
ant for you not to overextend yourself.
Your children will survive (even thrive)
a season of spending more time at home
with one another. If you have a child
under one year old, limit big outings and
put a rest day between activities outside
the home.

Recognize that these moments
won't last forever.

No one will remember years from
now how many worksheets your child
did, but all of you will remember your
precious baby’s first months with your
family.

Look around the room at those oth-
er precious faces. They grow up quickly,
don’t they? =

Candi Summers is executive director of
BESTWA, a ministry to children in extreme
need in Liberia, West Africa (Bestwa.org). She
lives in Arlington, Texas, with her five children
and husband Nathan. Candi has served

on the advisory board of THSC since 2015.
Homeschooled in Texas from 1980-1990, she
now homeschools her own children.
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NEVER TOO YOUNG
TO HOMESCHOOL

s soon as a couple of months old, your newest “stu-

dent” can join your homeschool with activities that
will prime baby for school success. Here are five pre-pre-
school activities to keep baby productively occupied at
times when the older students are needing one-on-one
attention.

1. Got a future pitcher? Instead of balls that can roll un-
der furniture and hit hard enough to break things, give
baby a tray or box full of jumbo poms to pitch. They
make no noise and won’t go far, so it’s easy to pick
them up and restock your little pitcher while multi-
tasking with math or spelling with the older kids.

2. Have you noticed how babies love to be outside? Cre-
ate a critter feeder outside a window where baby can
sit in a bouncy chair and watch birds and squirrels vie
for seeds. Or tie silk ribbons on a plastic hanger and
turn the fan on it so the ribbons will move with the air
in front of a sunny window.

3. Babies love to beat on things. It helps them improve
gross motors skills (and maybe making noise even
gives them a sense of accomplishment). Give baby
something to clang and model the impressive sound
she can make.

4. Being on back and tummy is critical to helping baby
learn to roll over, control body, arms and legs and
eventually crawl. Place baby on a yoga mat with an
overhead mobile/gym toy for five to 15 minutes a
couple of times a day. Scoop baby up at the first sign of
frustration so he has positive associations with being
placed on the mat for gym time.

5. Get gooey with it. Embrace your baby’s natural
mess-making talents. Strip him down to a diaper and
put his high chair or a simple walker (one that can
be hosed off) in the middle of a felt-backed plastic
tablecloth. Give him some pink, blue and white yogurt
to mix together (or eat!) and a small bowl of cold spa-
ghetti or rotini pasta to dig his hands into. Call in the
dog to help clean up afterwards.

BABIES ARE GENIUSES AT
LEARNING LANGUAGES

Research shows the life-long benefits of exposing very
young children to two languages. So if one or more
parents or siblings is fluent in a second language, make
every effort to expose your baby to a second language. If
you're teaching other students a foreign language or sign
language, involve baby! Explore further: “Why the baby
brain can learn two languages at the same time” at
TheConversation.com.

Pearly for His
Girls:

Raising Daughters of the King
By Janice Tittle Utterback

e Christ focused parenting book

e Practical tips to make parenting easier

¢ Encouragement for mothers of both
girls and boys

“Just what this mama needed!”

Available on Amazon, Kindle, and
www.janiceutterback.com

Find us on Facebook Raising Daughters of the King
Or www.raisingdaughtersoftheking.com
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HSC Gala

The Woodlands Resort and
Conference Center

Saturday, October 12, 2019
THSC.org/gala

cq 5&0{ /l& ‘ Z ('/éb Homeschool Conventions

Sheraton Dallas — May 9 - 11, 2019
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott — May 30 - June 1, 2019
THSC.org/Conventions
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The Texas Home School Coalition (THSC) is a 501(c)(3)
educational organization that is supported by tax-de-
ductible donations. THSC is dedicated to serving the
homeschool community; it promotes home education in
Texas by educating the public, the homeschool commu-
nity, and officials about homeschooling.

THSC Association, a 501(c)(4) advocacy organiza-
tion, is dedicated to Keeping Texas Families Free.

It is supported by membership fees and donations.
THSC Association membership benefits include legal
assistance, as well as a long list of other offerings and
discounts.

The work of the THSC PAC (Political

Action Committee)]—endorsing and supporting pro-
homeschooling candidates— is supported by donations
that are not tax-deductible.

See THSC.org for more information.
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DIE TRYING

By Donna Schillinger

n the business world today; it’s getting
more and more acceptable to fail.
In fact, failure is part of tech industry
culture. “Fail faster. Fail smarter. Iterate,
fail, launch again?” It's how innovation
happens.

I get that. Nevertheless, I have a fear
of failure. You didn't think you were the
only one, did you? It's humanity’s most
common fear, and if you fear failure,
parenting is your worst nightmare.
Simply put, the stakes could not be
higher. If you fail as a parent, not only
will you have ruined the life of a person
you love, there could be negative ripple
effects that could change history. (Think
Hitler’s mother!)

No one plans to fail when we hold
that newborn baby. Those sweet days
are filled with big hopes, dreams and as-
pirations. Those are the days we vow to
give our child the best education we can
muster, always be patient and emotion-

ally available, and prepare well-balanced
meals.

So much happens between then and
high school graduation, inevitably in-
cluding some very real feelings that we
might be failing as parents and teachers.
Remember that time you realized your
discipline crushed her spirit? Those
times you let the TV babysit? And yes,
those times when you linger on the toi-
let a little longer, because, sadly, it’s your
happy place? These failures trigger guilt.

Other failures trigger frustra-
tion—the ones that happen even when
were genuinely giving our best effort.
Think about the time when you cannot
figure one other way to explain what
“x” and “y” represent, or when you have
explored every genre and he still says he
hates to read.

Well, here’s where we parents could
take a tip from the tech industry. We
need a new spin on failure. First of all,

. AT THE END OF THE DAY ®®® ®

we should embrace failure for its role in
moving us in the right direction. Sec-
ondly, failure is the realization that what
we're doing isn’t working. Consider the
alternative: being clueless. Failure trig-
gers opportunity to try again and a way
to do better or different the next time.
And with kids, there is almost always a
next time.

If you can do that one thing—try
again—you cannot help but succeed,
because you will have modeled perse-
verance for your child. Ultimately, it is
our character that impacts our children
more than what we do or do not do.
Who we are is pervasive and penetrat-
ing and transcends algebraic expression.

Fail and fail some more. Just don’t
let any failure be your last. =

Donna Schillinger serves as publications manag-
er at Texas Home School Coalition.
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3¢ SONLIGHT

Stop planning lessons & start
etl)'oqing_your homeschool.

Fully Planned. Zero Prep. 100% Effective
Get started FREE- at sonlight.com/instructors-guide

sonlight.com | 800-903-1675
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FALL 2019 INCREASING THE AGGESS
APPLICATION PERIOD AND AFFORDABILITY OF AN

JANUARY 1- JUNE 30 AGGIE ENGINEERING DEGREE

tx.ag/homeschool
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