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Y PRESIDENT'S REVIEW [INES

November marks the beginning of a new
chapter in federal and state politics. Once
the general election is behind us, new public
servants will take office and the inevitability of
a new president in January will bring different
perspective.

January 2017 means something entirely different
for Texans with the convening of the 85th Texas
Legislature. It will be time again to watch closely
as bills are brought before the House of Repre-
sentatives, Senate, and governor. While we have
the hope of new legislation to protect families
and provide opportunities to home schoolers, we
will remain attentive for bills that would threaten
parental rights and hold legislators accountable
for the promises made during campaigning.

The Texas Home School Coalition launched
the THSC Watchmen initiative during the 83rd
Texas Legislature in 2013. These interns live in
Austin during the entire legislative session and act as watchdogs to protect and
promote family and parental rights.

In this issue of Review, we have two prime illustrations of THSC Watchmen pri-
orities for this legislative session. In “Open Wide Your Mouth” (p. 10), we explore
one of the many ways in which a successful Tim Tebow bill would expand op-
portunities for home school students. “Lone Wolf No More” (p. 40), penned by
a dear friend of the Tutt family, reflects on the need for Texas home schooling
families to unite in preventing government overstep and to respond effectively
when it happens.

What are some practical ways home schooling families can unite?

In 2017, THSC is pushing legislation to reform CPS, reign in the abusive pow-
er of Texas family court judges, and advocate for education reform and school
choice through the Tim Tebow bill and other legislation. In the upcoming legis-
lative session, we may need witnesses for legislation we propose, and there will
likely be times when we need to call for a coordinated response to legislation
harmful to parental rights. To stay tuned in for these sorts of opportunities, visit
THSC.org/KeepInformed and THSC.org/Blog.

This January a fresh group of THSC Watchmen will be working with our public
policy staff to pass legislation to Keep Texas Families Free. Plan your visit to see
our work first-hand during one of three 2017 Capitol Days events. Learn more at

THSC.org/CapitolDays.
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE...

"While the Scriptures should
dominate our children’s
mental development
(Romans 12:1-2), logic is
the handmaiden of truth;
and speech and debate

are useful in developing
reason.”

Lynne Tagawa p. 11

"Consider your favorite
book. Why is it your
favorite? ... Our esteem for a
book is based largely on our
emotional connection with
the characters.”

Alisha Mattingly p. 16

“Distinguishing between
tattling and telling may seem
easy to an adult, but for a
child, recognizing his or her
own motives needs to be
learned just like tying shoes
or brushing teeth.”

Cindy Goldberg, p. 33

“No matter how educated,
careful, informed and
proactive we are, there is
more strength in numbers.”

Candi Summers p. 43
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Defendmg Famlhes

2016 THSC

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

Responding to the critical need for the legal defense and advocacy of families from false Child
Protective Services (CPS) allegations, Texas Home School Coalition continues the effort to build

a network of attorneys who are trained and willing to help.

THSC offers attorneys FREE registration in exchange for an agreement to handle one pro bono

(PS case that is referred by THSC.

TOPICS MAY INCLUDE:

Legal Status of Home Schooling in Texas

Historical and Legal Support for Parental Rights

Handling the CPS Investigation Through the Show Cause Hearing

Fighting CPS Through Trial and Appeal

Engaging Parents in Their Own CPS Cases

Parental Guidance Advised: Custody Discussions for the Home School Case

AUSTIN, TX = DECEMBER 2016 < 6.0 MCLE HOURS

THSCis an accredited sponsor approved by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE.

REGISTER AT THSC.ORG/CLE

*
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THSC REPORT CARD

THSC INTERVENTIONS

ARE EFFECTIVE!

We wrote:

To the president and chief operating officer of Nationwide
Property & Casualty Operations, Nationwide Insurance:

“It was recently brought to our attention that many home
school students in Texas are not able to get approved for the
Good Student Discount. The reason stated is that Nationwide’s
policy offers no discount to home schooled students unless
they place in the top 20 percent on a nationally recognized
test. However, private school students need only show the nor-
mal minimum B average grades on a report card or progress
report.

"The Texas Supreme Court Decision TEA v. Leeper clarified
that home schools are included in the private school exemp-
tion from the compulsory attendance statute. Furthermore,
Texas Education Code Section 51.9241 outlines that the state
of Texas 'considers successful completion of a nontraditional
secondary education to be equivalent to graduation from a
public high school.' [1.] Finally, studies have shown that home
school students consistently score 15 to 30 percentage points
above their public school peers on standardized academic
achievement tests. [2.] Therefore home school students’ report
cards showing A/B grades sufficiently satisfy the requirements
for a Good Student Discount.”

They replied:

“Your letter prompted Nationwide to carefully review our
Good Student Discount program. I agree, there is definitely an
area of opportunity in which we can equally reward all stu-
dents for their good grades, regardless of whether they attend
public or private school, or are schooled at home.

"A plan of action is now in place to promptly revise our guide-
lines to allow for home schooled students to provide proof of a
B average. We believe this change will be a simplified approach
for our members to award high achieving home schooled
students.

"Nationwide is always seeking to improve the experience of
our members and your feedback has been valuable and in-
sightful. Thank you, Mr. Lambert, for taking time to bring this
matter to my attention.”
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
ABOUTTHSC CONVENTION

"Thank you for the nursing moms'
room, the water jugs everywhere,
the opportunity to get a recording
of a session. Y'all have truly made
an excellent convention with lots of
conveniences for the mamas of babies."

"We love to come and laugh
(sometimes so as not to cry) about the
common mishaps and joys in home
schooling. My husband and | like to
come each year to literally recharge
our batteries so we're ready to put
forth extra energy into our children.
It's wonderful to see we're not alone
in what we do, how we do it, and the
arguments we face."

"We are new to home school. My
husband and | both attended the
convention and | have to say it was
an amazing experience. We were
overwhelmed, encouraged, we cried
and laughed."

"It was so refreshing—thank you for a
great conference! | especially love
that THSC members get in free."

"The Leadership Conference was
wonderful-I hope you advertise

that a bit more next year. Oh, and the
local vendors upstairs the first night
—fantastic idea."

PLAN NOW TO

ATTEND IN 2017
ARLINGTON MAY 11-13,
THE WOODLANDS JULY 20-22
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OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2016

With the Web's largest selection of Christian books, Bibles, gifts, and music, Christianbook.com has great
ideas for everyone on your list—always at the very best value. And this season the savings are even sweeter,

with free shipping on orders over $35. We're your go-to destination for everything Christmas!

Christianbook.com
1-800-CHRISTIAN

Christianbook Everything Christian for less!
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STANDING GUARD

Jising
CIVICS LESSON

ile planning 2016-2017 lessons, projects and field trips,

have you considered a trip to Austin? Not just any trip, but a

hands-on practical learning experience meeting leaders in the Texas
state government.

Every other year, during the Texas legislative session, Texas
Home School Coalition offers Capitol Days—the ultimate, up-close
opportunity for home school students to see how state government
works, meet lawmakers, and see history as they move through the halls
of the magnificent capitol.

THSC is offering three Capitol Days experiences in 2017: Feburary
6, March 9, and April 3. Students actually get to lobby legislators and
their staft on bills relevant to home schooling and parental rights such as
the Tim Tebow bill (see “Fighting for a Level Playing Field and Debate
Stage” on page 14) and the Parent Child Protection Act.

In preparation for Capitol Days, THSC members have access to the
Lone Star Study; a unit study that helps fulfill the good citizenship home
schooling requirement. The Lone Star Study helps students understand
the legislative process and learn who their representatives, senators and
judges are prior to meeting them.

While in Austin for Capitol Days, plan visits to other historical
landmarks such as the Governor’s Mansion, the Bullock Texas History
Museum, the O. Henry Museum, Congress Avenue Bridge (home to
the largest urban bat colony in North America), the Zilker Botanical
Gardens (boasting 30 acres of themed gardens), and the Texas State
Cemetery (resting place of many famous Texans).

Save the dates and visit THSC.org/CapitolDays for more details.
Sign up to receive updates on Capitol Days and many other THSC
offerings at THSC.org/KeepInformed (check "Events"). Stay tuned for
more details and information to assist you in planning what is sure to be
one of the highlights of your school year.

Make plans now for a field trip that will teach and inspire your
students and leave them with an understanding of how important the

governmental process is and how it impacts our citizens! =

Nancy Dillard serves as a policy analyst for Texas Home School Coalition.
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Keeping Texas Families Free

2017 CAPITOL DAYS

ﬁ ring your family & learn about the legislative process.

Receive training from experienced professionals.
Learn about Texas government in a fun way.
Defend your freedom to parent and home school.
Meet actual Texas representatives and staff.
Help pass a real law.

GET THE LONE STAR STUDY

The Lone Star Study is a unit study in good
citizenship and a popular addition to the Capitol
Day experience. Become a THSC member and
enjoy this membership benefit as a complement
to your Capitol Day field trip.

Capitol Days won't
be back until 2019.
Don't miss out.

Mark YOUR ‘e, .** Monday, February 6
RS Thursday, March 9

CALENDAR Monday, April 3

Get more details at thsc.org/capitoldays


http://thsc.org/capitoldays

OUTSIDE THESE WALLS

| WANTED TO
DISAPPEAR.

Our production of “The Merchant of

Venice” was an embarrassment, with
missed lines everywhere, and it wasn’t
all the kids’ fault. True, they hadn't
brought much enthusiasm to the ven-
ture, but I could see where I had failed
as well. To start, I hadn’t scheduled
enough rehearsals.

BY LYNNE

Well, live and learn—our next play,
“Anne of Green Gables,” was a hit. How-
ever, that rough start got me thinking:
Why do we teach these things? Why
bother with speech, drama or debate?
As a former home schooler (children
now grown and gone), I know well
the pick and choose of lessons. Shall
I teach computer programming? Art?
Music? Sports? Certainly drama seems
like one of those “optional” categories.
In one sense it is, yet in another sense
it's most definitely not! I'll explain.

Teaching drama and
speech go hand in
hand. In the olden
days, speech class was
known as oratory or
rhetoric. A typical,
modern speech text-
book includes public
speaking, debate and
high

drama. Some
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school curricula—those based on the
classical trivium—combine these sub-
jects with other elements of English,
such as composition and literature,
with the goal of developing ratio-
nal oral and written communication.
Through studying speech or formal
debate, we learn the art of persua-
sion. Even in a dramatic presentation
designed for entertainment, our stu-
dents learn to persevere despite fear of
speaking in front of others.

ITIS POSSIBLE
TO DEVELOP
THE SKILL OF
SPEAKING TO
STRANGERS.

Recently I opened my door to find
a salesman trembling on my porch.
Listening to his spiel, I felt sorry for



him. True, perhaps not everyone is
cut out for sales—or door-to-door
evangelism, for that
matter—but it is ((
possible to develop

the skill of speaking

to strangers. Over-
whelming fear can be
reduced with prac-

tice. Speaking to strangers one-on-
one, in small groups, or before larger
audiences is a skill that is necessary in
many professions.

Courtesy in speech can be cultivated
as well. Answering a telephone prop-
erly is probably the most basic form
of public speaking and can be learned
at an early age. Training a child to say
“Yes, sir,” or “No, maam,’ likewise falls
into this category. While the Scrip-
tures should dominate our children’s
mental development (Romans 12:1-
2), logic is the handmaiden of truth,
and speech and debate are useful in
developing reason.

Recently a former student explained to
me how her experience in debate had
affected her: “I remember most how
debate helped me think about
what I was reading, form an
opinion, and then express
it with confidence—all of
which, at the time, I was
extremely shy about.
For a Christian home
schooler, or for any high
schooler really, I think

it is important to take
ownership of our
beliefs and convic-
tions. We cannot
shyly ride on the
coattails of our
parents forever.

As  Christians,

we must learn to study the Bible and
understand what God’s Word says. We

| THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO
TAKE OWNERSHIP OF OUR
BELIEFS AND CONVICTIONS. 22

cannot be lazy or apathetic about our
faith. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB): ‘Be dili-
gent to present yourself approved to
God as a workman who does not need

to be ashamed, accurately handling the
word of truth”—M.P.

This student learned to
research and critically
consider what she was
reading and then fig-
ure out how to express
her thoughts about it
coherently. In written form, we call this
defending a thesis. The same process
is used in a persuasive speech or
formal debate.

FOUR STAGES

Most traditional curriculum packag-
es integrate the elements of speech
into their scope and sequence, add-
ing “speech” as a defined subject for
high school. The list of resources be-
low can be used to supplement a typi-
cal curriculum and is by no means
exhaustive.

1 Early Elementary (K-3)
- Recitation of memory work (poems,
scripture passages, other passages such
as the preamble to the Constitution)
- Short skits, charades and drama games

(visit DramaNotebook.com for resources)

Middle Grades (4-6)
- Recitation of longer
poems and passages
- Oral reading
- Longer skits or short plays
- Drama games (“101 Drama Games
for Children” by David Farmer)
- Critical thinking activities (see
“Building Thinking Skills Book 2”
at CriticalThinking.com)

Junior High (7-9)

- Continued study of logic and critical
thinking skills (“The Fallacy Detective” by
Bluedorn and Bluedorn)

- Analysis of famous speeches (see
ReadWriteThink.org and search “analyzing
famous speeches”)

- Speech (IEW.com, search “speech boot camp”)
- Short dramatic productions

High School (10-12)

- Advanced critical thinking skills
(Classical Academic Press’ “The Art of
Argument,” “The Argument Builder” and
“Discovery of Deduction”)

- Biblical worldview studies (“Think Biblically,”
John MacArthur, ed., or the ASK curriculum
developed by Ravi Zecharias)

- General speech curricula or helps
(ArtOfEloquence.com, or Lightning Lit and
Comp’s “Speech” by Elizabeth Kamath)

- Full dramatic productions. If there is no local
thespian troupe in your area, be inspired by this
group: ChristianMusicalTheatre.com

- Renaissance festivals and historical reenact-
ments—held yearly (see Cotlha.com for a link
to reenactments and TheBards.net/txrenfaires.

shiml to find Texas faires) By Lynne Tagawa
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"Answering a telephone properly
is probably the most basic form
of public speaking and can be

learned at an early age."

Have you noticed participants in po-
litical debates often avoid a question
by casting aspersions on their oppo-
nents? A speech class is the perfect set-
ting in which to learn to identify such
tactics. As the student learns and prac-
tices this comprehensive skill of ab-

sorption, evaluation and composition,
he or she will be faced with decisions.
What is true? What do I really believe?
For a user-friendly introduction to
this sort of logical process, check out
“The Fallacy Detective” by Hans and
Nathaniel Bluedorn.

OKAY,
YOU'RE CONVINCED,
BUT WHERE TO START?

The basics of speech instruction
do not require a class of many stu-
dents. With one large family or a
couple of smaller families work-
ing together, it may be possible
to cover everything in the typical
speech textbook, with the possible
exception of a dramatic produc-
tion—and even there, performing
scenes from various plays is quite
easy to do. Shakespeare, after all,
is meant to be read aloud. (Some
lines from Shakespeare would be
rated PG-13 today and may need
to be edited.)

Only four families banded togeth-
er for our production of “Anne of

T AN APooeTA SCTENCE

“The biblical worldview of the Exploring Creation series and its authors
is refreshing. These are real scientists who present God’s creation in all
of its awe and splendor. References to God's handiwork are intertwined
throughout the texts at appropriate times. As we learned science, we were
reminded where the earth and all of its creations come from.”

Sue Mercer, Homeschooling Mom

“Apologia Science was a great launching point that helped me succeed
throughout college. | would absolutely recommend Apologia to parents
and students looking for an effective and interesting science curriculum.
In fact, | already do whenever | meet homeschooling families!”

Allyson (Mercer) Martin, Associate Food Scientist Professional Certificate
of the Culinary Arts, Culinary Institute of America-Greystone,
Bachelor of Science in Food Science, Purdue University

apologia.com
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Green Gables.” A few characters were cut to fit our Lynne Tagawa is a wife and mother of four

needs, but we all had a great time. Beyond mak- sons. The author of Sam Houston's
ing memories, I believe it had a positive impact on
the shyer students who needed encouragement to

emerge from their comfort zones.

Republic, she is a secondary science teacher
with experience in private schools and in home
schooling her own sons. Presently she tutors

and teaches home school co-op classes.
If you decide to put on a play, informally or pub-

licly, look for older plays that are in the public do-

main. Students can help to adapt a play from an
older book. Additionally, Bob Jones University
Press offers a selection of scripts. Modern play
scripts often have restrictions placed on their use,
such as fees for performance.

If your student has a particular interest in dra-
ma, look for a Christian thespian troupe. In
San Antonio, we have the Crystal Sea Drama
Company produces plays on a regular basis
(CrystalSeaDrama.org). There may be a troupe
in your area as well.

"Beyond making memories, |
believe it had a positive impact
on the shyer students who need-
ed encouragement”

A CHRIST-CENTERED APPROACH TO
EMERGENCY TRAINING AND RESPAONSE

:»t-‘

There are also Christian speech and debate
clubs in Texas, such as DFW Speech & Debate
(DFWSpeechDebate.com). This club is affiliated
with the National Christian Forensics and
Communications  Association = (NCFCA.org),
which has many affiliated organizations in Texas.

Finally, parents of younger children may have only
to look at their local public school for opportunities
in the near future. Texas Home School Coalition
supports the proposed legislation known as the
Tim Tebow bill, which would allow home school
students to participate in University Interscholastic
League activities alongside their peers in public
school. These activities include speech, debate, and

PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED TO IMPACT THE WORLD!

drama, as well as sports.

Like readin, writin' and ‘rithmetic, learning

to speak respectfully, logically, fluidly and ALERT
confidently should be an essential component of AIR LAND EMERGENGY RESGURGE TEAM
home education. = > 903-636-2000 | alertacademy.com
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i LG ST N G
FOR A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD AND DEBATE STAGE

Texas home schoolers have overcome
many obstacles to our freedom, gain-
ing ground toward equal treatment by
the law and the state. Presently, Texas
leads the nation in the amount of free-
dom that it offers to home schoolers.
However, there are some ways in which
Texas still discriminates against home
schoolers—even more so than some
states with less welcoming dispositions
toward home schoolers.

What is the Tim Tebow bill?
If you have followed the work of the
THSC Watchmen for the past two leg-
islative sessions, then you have proba-
bly heard of the bill named after famed
quarterback Tim Tebow. After being
allowed to compete in Florida’s public
league as a home school student and
then going on to play professionally,
Tim Tebow earned celebrity status.
Briefly, the Tim Tebow bill makes
it illegal for public schools in Texas to
disqualify a student from participating
in UIL extracurricular activities on the
basis that the student home schools.
This would apply not only to sports,
but also to all other UIL events such as
band, speech and debate, and theater.

xR

TE X A S

HOME SCHOOL

COALITION
Keeping Texas Families Free’

Why is it important?
Parents, not the government, should
make decisions for their children. In
large metropolitan areas, there often
are successful home school leagues
that offer adequate opportunities for
the home school community. Con-
versely, many Texas home school-
ers live in rural areas where home
school leagues are not available
and where, often, there are sim-
ply not enough people to sup-
port such a group. Even in areas
with home school leagues, some
families simply cannot afford to
participate. Because Texas cur-
rently does not allow students to
participate in UIL activities un-
less they are enrolled full-time at
a public school, families in either
of these situations are forced into
making a choice between provid-
ing the education they deem best
for their child and the career and
scholarship opportunities avail-
able through UIL. This is a choice
no family should have to make.
Home schooling families
must support the public school
system via taxes. And if we pay

by Joshua Newman, Policy Analyst

for the UIL programs, shouldn’t we be
allowed to participate if we so choose?
Visit THSC.org/Tebow for more infor-
mation and updates on the Tim Tebow
bill as THSC’s policy team advocates
for this legislation once again in the
2017 legislative session! =

To all of THSC’s Quality Publications

E-Publications, Event Announcements,
Alerts and Calls to Action,
Legislative, Advocacy & Political News,
Home School Group Leader Information, THSC
FrontPage, Thrifty Thursday!, Special Needs
Information, Help for Home Schooling...

And get Review Magazine delivered
to your home four times a year.

14 TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION / REVIEW

It's free. Subscribe now!

(lemed, Tim Tebow Denver Sports Authority Field 2012-01-01, CC BY-SA 3.0


http://www.thsc.org/communication-preferences/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tim_Tebow_Denver_Sports_Authority_Field_2012-01-01.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Clemed

29™ ANNUAL
HOMESTEAD

/V\USIC HAYRIDES BARN RAISING - FOOD - SHOPPING MAKE YOUR OWN
SEMINARS ON HOMESTEAD SI<ILLS SUSTAINABILITY, HOME EDUCATION & MORE

THAN I<SC. I\/I NC. WE E I<EN D
=35 EXIT 343 - 254.754.9600 HOMESTEADFAIR.COM


http://www.homesteadfair.com

LANGUAGE ARTS

Diversifying the
Classroom through

Literatu

by Alisha Mattingly

Did you know that five Texas cities
are among the most diverse cit-
ies in the country? Fort Worth, Dallas,
Houston, Austin and Arlington place
in the top 50 diverse cities out of a 313-
city study that looked at economic,
social class, ethno-racial, and house-
hold diversity. Additionally, Houston,
Dallas and Arlington are numbers 32,
50 and 53 in that same study of most
ethno-racial diverse cities. With such
rich diversity in the state of Texas, it
would be easy to assume that children
are consistently exposed to this
diversity and are, there-
fore, less likely to show
prejudices.

are exposed to a wider range

of individuals than children

in most home school class-
rooms. But with some effort,
we can bring diversity to the home
school. Cultural appreciation and the
understanding of differences can be a
difficult subject to breach and teach—
especially when current events prompt
the lessons. One of the easiest ways
to answer the tough questions while
broadening students’ understanding of
other cultures is through literature. In
addition to the classics in middle and

high school, English and language arts
should include a slew of writings by
diverse authors. Literature has always
been an influential channel through
which we understand our world and
each other. Why not add great writers
to your teaching support team?
Studies have shown that the books
we read are linked to developing empa-
thy for and personal connections with

“Literature has

always been an influen-
Public school children tial Cha""el thrﬂugh whiCh
we understand our world

and each other.”

fictional characters. Consider your fa-
vorite book. Why is it your favorite?
Who is your favorite character and
why? Our esteem for a book is based
largely on our emotional connection
with the characters.

In “The Psychology of Fandom:
Why We Get Attached to Fictional
Characters,” journalist Abby Norman
writes, “One thing that helps us empa-
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thize with family and friends, no mat-
ter what our baseline capabilities to do
so are, is trying to fill in the details of
what we don’t know about their situ-
ation” Through reading we learn inti-
mate details about characters, includ-
ing their background, life struggles,
hopes and dreams, and failures
and successes, that we may
never learn about a person
in real life. It is this intimate
knowledge that broadens our
perspective and allows us to
reconsider our notions of
others” lives. Literature helps
us become intimately acquainted
and thus deeply empathetic of diverse
characters. In real life, this may trans-
late to a willingness to better under-
stand diverse peoples.

As with any literature, discussing
the reading cements learning. Asking
a child why he or she felt connected to
the writing, even at an early age, leads
to better critical thinking and compre-
hension.
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The following are examples of books that can be used to expose
learners through literature to the diverse cultures that make
up the United States.

Early Readers

African American Literature
Chocolate Me by Taye Diggs -
A young boy learns to accept and
love his differences despite the teas-
ing of other children.

Asian American Literature
Bee-Bim Bop by Linda Sue Park —
A child helps her mother shop for
and prepare ingredients for a tradi-
tional Korean dish.

Hispanic American Literature
Abuelo by Arthur Dorros — A young
girl imagines she and her grand-
mother can fly.

Native American Literature

Dreamcatcher by Audrey Osofsky —
A simple story told through poetry
and beautiful illustrations of the
Ojibway Indians who wove dream-
catchers that capture nightmares so
only good dreams get to the sleeper.

First - Second Grade

African American Literature
One Word from Sophia by Jim
Averbeck - The story of a young
negotiator who really, really wants
her one birthday wish to come true.

Asian American Literature
Hot, Hot Roti for Dada-ji by E. Zia
- A little boy’s grandfather is visit-
ing from India and the boy wants
to entice his grandfather, whose
stories of strength have entertained
him, to show off how strong he is by
tasting the boy’s hot, hot roti dish
made with mango pickle.

Hispanic American Literature

What Can You Do with a Paleta by
Carmen Tafolla - A charming story
about the wonders of the paleta, a
Mexican popsicle.

Native American Literature
Crazy Horses Vision by Joseph
Bruchac - This Parents’ Choice
Gold Award winning book tells the
story of a young Native American
man who seeks a vision that will
help him save his people.

continued next page...
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Connecting Hispanic

Culture and Texas History
By Patrick Cannon, Contributing Edifor

The history of Texas is a full spectrum of vivid
tales fold from many different perspectives.
This diversity gives parents the opportunity
fo expose students to a variety of cultures.
Hispanic culture is intertwined with Texas his-
tory and there are many books available that
spotlight this relationship, even in the genre of
young adult literafure. Here are two examples
of such works:

Messenger on the Battlefield
by Melinda Rice

This book is writfen for upper elementary
and middle school students and is part of the
Lone Star Heroines series by the same author.
The story takes place in Gonzalez, Texas, af
the beginning of the Texas Revolution. Isabel
Montoya is the young subject of the story and
faces division within her family once the war
starts. Her two older brothers are fighting for
opposing sides. When her father is injured,
Isabel must figure out how fo unite her fam-
ily. Highlighting the strong family bond in Latin
American culture, Messenger focuses on over-
coming deep division within the family when it
seems impossible.

José’s Buffalo Hunt:
A Story from History
by Marc Simmons

History is full of tales passed down from gener-
ation to generation through oral tradition and
many of these fime-fried tales serve to help us
better understand life and ourselves. In one
such traditional tale, it is time for 1l-year-old
Jose Arellanes to experience a rite of passage.
He lives on the Texas-New Mexico border, and
every year the men in his family cross into Tex-
as to hunt Buffalo on the Llano Estacado. Now
it is Jose’s turn to join the hunting party.

Based on a true story, José’s Buffalo Hunt
explores the themes of life on the frontier as
well as a boy’s journey fo manhood in Hispan-
ic culture. This book is written fo be indepen-
dently read by an upper elementary student,
but its beautiful illustrations make it a wonder-
ful addition to any home school library.
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Third - Fifth Grade

African American Literature

Maritcha: A Nineteenth-Century American Girl by Tonya
Bolden - Based on the memoirs of Maritcha Rimond Lyons,
the story follows a young African American girl who was
born free during the time of slavery and her fight to attend
an all-white school.

Asian American Literature

Blackbird Fly by Erin Entrada Kelly - Twelve-year-old
Apple and her mother emigrate from the Philippines to
Louisiana, and Apple struggles with being different from
her classmates and staying connected with her heritage.

Sixth - Eighth Grade

Native American Literature

Death of the Iron Horse by Paul Goble — A tale of the
only derailing of a train by Native American people. The
Cheyenne saw the train as a threat to their way of life that
they bravely sought to protect.

Hispanic American Literature

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan - The story of an af-
fluent Mexican girl who immigrates to America and must
work as a migrant worker.

African American Literature

Crossover by Kwame Alexander — This 2015 Newbery Medal
Winner is the story of 12-year-old African American twins
who learn a lot about growing up both on and off the court.
The story is told in sensational verse that captures the young
reader’s attention.

Asian American Literature

Ninjas, Piranhas, and Galileo by Greg Leitich Smith - This
comedic look at middle school life involves three diverse
friends who get caught up in the drama of seventh grade.

continued next page...
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Sixth - Eighth Grade o

Native American Literature

Sees Behind Trees by Michael Dorris — This book doubles
as Native American literature and a lesson in acceptance
of others’ differences, as a young near-sighted boy strug-
gles to achieve in archery the same as the other children.
He earns a new name when he is able to use his other
senses in a way no one else can.

Hispanic American Literature

Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez — Two lives intersect as
Mari’s illegal migrant worker family finds work among des-
perate dairy farmers in Vermont.

High School

African American Literature

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson - A teen boy’s care-
free life comes to a screeching halt when he learns he is
going to be a father and must care for his baby.

Asian American Literature

Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok - A teenage Chinese
immigrant leads a double life as a brilliant student and a
sweatshop worker, straddling the line between extreme
poverty, the weight of her family, and what to do with her
ambition and talent.

Hispanic American Literature

Drown by Junot Diaz — This collection of 10 tales follows
people from the Dominican Republic to the urban areas of
New Jersey and chronicles the attempts of the Dominican
immigrants in recreating and redefining their place in
society.

Native American Literature

Waterlily by Ella Cara Deloria — A young adult novel about
the intricacies of kinship and unity among the Native
American people. After tragedy befalls a main character,
a different kind of family is established through adoption
into a new tribe. =

Alisha Mattingly has a bachelor’s degree
in English with a focus on cultural
diversity. She is a freelance writer and
current]y serves as interim managing
editor for THSC. Alisha and her
husband, Ian, home school their two
daughters, ages 7 and 14. In her free

time, Alisha enjoys working as props mistress for a local theater

director, participating in Renaissance festivals and traveling.

Put the Power of Online
Protection in Your Family’s Hands

The internet can be an incredible tool, but how safe are
your kids’ searches? One accidental click can pull up graphic
imagery, violent content and other things your children can't
unsee. Let HERO[3] help.

An internet filtering system that grows with your family,
HERQO([3] offers custom protection for every individual.
Control what children can view online, limit screen time,
access activity reports and more, all from one convenient hub.
With protection across a range of devices, from computers,
to smartphones and even tablets, HERO[3] gives families the
power to choose what’s good.

Multiple device protection

Customizable security dashboard

Monthly reports detailing internet activity

Mobile app for access anytime, anywhere

VISIT FASHERO3.COM TO
LEARN HOW TO GET STARTED

HSRO 3

CHOOSE WHAT'S GOOD.
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WFIELD TRIPS
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS

by Peggy Ployhar

COLORING OUTSIDE THE LINES

[\
S

he home school schedule offers incredible flex-

ibility for field trips. Unfortunately, there are
many other considerations when planning field
trips for special needs students. In fact, field trips
are often the most stressful experiences for special
needs home schooling parents.

For many special needs children, new places are
often filled with excessive sensory input, new social
situations, unfriendly venues for dietary needs, as
well as toileting hurdles that can leave even the most
prepared parent completely exhausted. But with
careful planning and preparation, great adventures
can be added to the home school calendar for a spe-
cial needs child, even if it is only one well-planned
outing each year.

Here are 11 tips to make a field trip for your spe-
cial needs student a successful adventure:

« Plan your trip carefully to ensure your destina-
tion is not too adventurous an excursion for
your child, especially if your child doesn't ven-
ture out to new places often.

« Don't be overly ambitious with your outing de-
tails. Plan breaks and leave lots of time for un-
planned interruptions.

« Plan well ahead so you have time to thoroughly
research and prepare your child for the trip.

o Determine the accessibility of the facilities at
your excursion site to make sure all mobility
and toileting needs can be met.

o Gather all the information you possibly can
about where you are going, including brochures,
maps, at-home activities that relate to your field
trip experience, YouTube videos, and website
information about the destination.

o Prepare your student for the trip by sharing
your gathered information in bite-sized pieces,
and watch the excitement and interest grow in
your student as the field trip date approaches.

» Create social stories about things that are more
than likely going to happen on your trip and
walk your student through those transitions
and interactions in advance.

«  Make a visual schedule of the field trip for your
child. Then, at least a week ahead of time, go
through it step by step, along with the social
stories you have developed, to further increase

TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION / REVIEW

your child’s comfort and excitement about the
trip.

« Plan out your meals and snacks with predeter-
mined restaurants that meet your child’s dietary
and mobility needs. Also plan what food to
bring with you and know where outside food is
allowed.

« Bringa security item for your child for the dura-
tion of the field trip. That reminder of home will
help your student to not feel completely lost in
the new surroundings.

o Plan to bring help if you think you might
possibly need it. =

Peggy Ployhar serves as special needs consultant for Texas
Home School Coalition.
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FINE ARTS

usic appreciation and music

history are important com-
ponents to an arts education. Regard-
less of musical talent or background,
any parent can incorporate music ap-
preciation into home education!

For centuries in Western cultures, a
basic understanding of music has been
integral to a healthy liberal arts edu-
cation. Music offers so many benefits
for students! Since creation it has been
a natural expression of our language
and emotion. The Scriptures are full
of examples of God’s people singing in
praise and prayer, and the entire book
of Psalms records many of these for us.

Talented to Tone Deaf,

CAN TEACH

teach music education to
their own children. A sound music

program need not be expensive, gru-

Each period in history is marked eling or professional. Music is such a

ic th h - . .
by music that expressed the under natural part of our innate, God-given

standing and emotions of the times. — . .
& communication ability that most in-

A student who studies the arts con- . .
fants naturally burst into sing-song,

currently with history and literature babbling in their cribs or during

can appreciate the themes and expres- play. Young children delight

sions common to each period.

in singing and listening to

songs, including classi-

With music
hension comes better

compre- cal music! Families who
enjoy music together
discernment in ex- . .
as a part of their daily

pressing oneself and lives will find music education

develop}ment of the happens naturally within the home.
student’s taste in

music.

"Music offers so
many benefits
for students!”

Unfortunately,
many parents feel
ill-equipped to
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Adding music appreciation to daily  and classical music, students learn

instruction is as easy as listening to-  to appreciate the good stuft!

Next, add thoughtful discussion of
what students are hearing.

With the little ones, it

may be asking, “What

gether. During the day, play classical
music recordings, classical

radio stations or classi-

cal online playlists.
You can listen to instruments do you

it in the morn- hear?” or “Can you

ing while doing pretend to play the
chores, in the van flute while you lis-
ten?” As

become older,

students

ap-
propriate questions

while running
errands, during
evening cleanup

and cooking, could be: “Do you
and while getting know which coun-
ready for bed. try Mozart is from?”

As teens begin or “Do you know

to develop their what world events

own affinity for occurred while he

"HEALTHY MUSIC
(like healthy food)

pop music, teach was writing and per-

them that health forming?” After a
e Y 1S AREGULAR s |

music (like while, students begin

healthy food) is STAPLE OF OUR grasp the timeline

a regular staple AUDITORY DIET." of musical periods

of our auditory (Baroque,  Classi-

diet. Setting appropriate limits like ~ cal, Romantic, and 20th century)
“Mom controls the music from 8-5”  and how these composers reveal the
or “pop music on Saturday only” themes of each historical time.
can help build healthy habits. With

regular daily exposure to high-qual-

ity, sacred

[ONLY IN TEXAS]

The New Life Symphony Orchestra of

Richardson, Texas, takes music appreciation
fo a whole new level. Since 2002, founder and

conductor Johnny Fuller has gathered 100 mu-
sicians from around the Dallas area to “share
: the gospel in the music halls of the world.”
Their mission starts at home with free, family-
friendly concerts in Dallas/Fort Worth and
Tulsa, Oklahoma, featuring hymn arrange-
ments and great works of classical music.
Besides their regular concert performances,
the musicians also fake their ministry fo the
community in events like Christmas music per-
formances in Dallas area hospitals and patri-
otfic community events in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Donations raised from these events
: fund the orchestra’s mission frips, where they
have shared praise, scripture readings and
testimonies in major concert venues such as
the Sydney Opera House in Australia and the
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall in Scotland. Their
performance in Tchaikovsky Hall in Moscow,
Russia, marked the first time the Bible was

read in that venue. NewLifeSymphony.com
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Another great strategy for teach-
ing music appreciation is to vary the

music choices. Some parents think of

classical music as only Mozart or

Beethoven and imagine

stringed instruments—but there is so

much more! The bombastic canons of

Tchaikovsky, the fun folk music of Co-
peland, and the gritty dances of Bar-
tok are classical gems that inspire the
imagination. Some students enjoy the
soothing Impressionists, while more
studious academics may prefer the
orderly patterns of Bach. Allowing
students to experiment with a variety
of works gives them an opportunity
to use critical thinking to define
their preferences.

lassical

ONVEIsatlons

dainty

One of the most exciting ways to instill ~ events in your area, especially free con-

a love of music in your student is to at-  certs. These wonderful opportunities
tend live music events. Music is fun typically take place in your local park
to listen to, but it becomes a different and offer crowd-pleasing selections in
experience when a group of instru- a casual, child-friendly environment.
mentalists and vocalists perform intri- Meeting professional musicians adds
cate pieces right in front of your eyes. much to a student’s

Seek out concerts and live music |

\/—/’34:‘

Classical Conversations’
student enrollment has

just recently exceeded its
100,000-student milestone,
making it one of the largest
homeschool organizations
in the world.

The year is just beginning
and now is the perfect time
to get connected.

Click the link below to find
a Classical Conversations
community in your area.

#

48
FIND A COMMU

)

ITY ¢ CLASSICALCONVERSATIONS.COM
' | 4 Ll &
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understanding of the art. After lo-
cal concerts, approach a musician
for a quick conversation. Encour-
age students to ask the musician why
he or she chose that profession, how
long training lasted and strategies for

keeping skills sharp. Inquire about

taste in music, favorite composer and
future musical goals. These discus-
sions help students see the human as-
pect behind the craft.

Finally, group or private music in-
struction such as piano lessons, instru-
mental instruction and choir training
are excellent ways to develop an ap-
preciation not only for music, but also
for the discipline, skill and training it
takes to make beautiful music.

Performing in groups and memorizing
pieces are wonderful brain exercises
that boost creativity, problem-solving
and memory skills!

Yes, home school parents can definite-
ly provide an excellent music educa-
tion at home. With listening skills and
willing hearts, your entire family can
enjoy God’s gift of music together for
many years to come. =

Lea Ann Garfias believes there is enough coffee in the
world to make even dreadful Thursdays tolerable.

In her book Rocking Ordinary (New Leaf Press),
she helps ordinary moms realize their extraordinary
influence. When she's not home schooling her four
children, cheering at soccer matches or performing
with the violin, she's passed out asleep. You'll find

evidence of her existence at LaGarfias.com

i1 | found Wayland’s small class settings to be an easy transition from
a homeschool community. | not only discovered an environment

|

N
1%

- Bethany Rogers

where professors invest in the lives of their students, but | became
a part of a family. Just as your parents choose to teach you in order
to provide an outstanding education, Wayland strives to focus on
each student’s needs and goals to give them the best learning
experience possible and continuously succeeds. gy

CHRIST CENTERED ¢ LEARNING FOCUSED < MISSION MINDED

@WAYLAND

BAPTIST UNIVERSLTY

TEOB

806.291.3500
admitme@wbu.edu

www.wbu.edu
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Fxperience Music Beyond FEuropean Classics

You can make music appreciation a
richer, more powerful lesson by in-
cluding music from different world re-
gions. Beyond the classics of Western
Civilization, there is an array of strange
and exotic instruments, arrangements
and melodies that widen our perspec-
tive about what constitutes music.
Here are three options for diversifying
a music appreciation curriculum:

African Tribal Music

There is no doubt that African music
has had a sweeping influence on
modern music, so understanding these
musical roots can be as applicable to
modern musicappreciation as studying
Mozart and Beethoven. African music
is as different as the regions it comes
from. The north is heavily influenced
by Arabic traditions differs greatly
from the complex rhythms of Sub-

Costa Rica

March 3-12 and
March 12-19

Volcanoes, rain forests
and beautiful waterfalls!
Marvel at tropical
mammals, fish, reptiles,
and amazing butterflies
that show the amazing

wisdom of our Creator! Extend your

by Alisha Mattingly, Editor

Saharan Africa. Even more fascinating
are the variations of African tribal
music that utilizes instruments such
as the mbira, voice, and many different
types of drums. Search “African
Music and Musical Instruments” on
Google and check out Wake Forest
University’s teacher’s guide on the
subject, wfu.edu and search “African
Music Teachers Guide”

The Vast Asian Continent

There really is no one category of
Asian music when you consider the
differences between Chinese yayue and
Indian Carnatic and Hindustani music
and more. Students can learn about
new instruments like the pitung ilong
(nose flute) and 14 types of traditional
Malay drums. A great starting point
for free Asian classical music is
AsianClassicalmp3.org.

stay through March 19 to share Creation and the

Gospel throughout the community.

ALPHA OMEGA
INSTITUTE

South American Music

Music and dance are an integral part
of the history of South and Central
America. Pan flutes, strings and un-
usual percussions, weave an excep-
tional culture of music that will excite
children. Search “huayno,” a type of
music from the Andean region of South
America, or “charango, a popular
musical instrument of which there
are 15—plus variants, to start your
child’s South American music adven-
ture. Delve into the incredible variety
of Latin American contemporary
music  with  explanations  and
samples of more than 50 styles at
ThomasN.Sverige.net/LAMusicStyles.
html. =

EXCELLENTCE
FAITH

A ND FAM

HOWARD PAYNE

Discover

Creation Seminars

are fun, affordable, and engaging.
To schedule a seminar in your
area, call 800-377-1923. For info
on camps, training, and curricula, visit:

V. E R S

1000 Fisk Street, Brownwood, Texas 76801-2715
325-649-8020
www.hputx.edu |

| 800-880-4478
enroll@hputx.edu

Read comments from home school students
who are now attending HPU by visiting
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www.hputx.edu/thsc and learn more
about becoming a member of the HPU family!
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John & Julie’s story:
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My nee d, PPRIEEAo o gentleman who was able to

answer all my questions and evenpratyed for me on the phone.”

For more than twenty years, Samaritan Ministries’ members have e More than 63,000 families
been sharing one another’s medical needs, without using health (over 207,000 individuals)*
insurance, through a Biblical model of community among believers. Sharing over $23 million* in
Samaritan members share directly with each other and do not share el reeek caeh e

in abortions and other unbiblical practices.
o The monthly share has never

Come see what our members are saying and start your own exceeded $495 for a family
Samaritan story today at: mysamaritanstory.org of any size*
Samaritan Biblical community samaritanministries.org 888.268.4377

1 Y~T\ ~7 MINISTRIES }iJ facebook.com/samaritanministries
'd‘ﬂ k' applled to health care a twitter.com/samaritanmin

* As of September 2016
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AGES AND STAGES

atab bl
are the
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very family has its list of well-
Eworn phrases that mark escalat-
ing levels of frustration for the parents.
We have all looked at our children’s
faces and wondered what was going
on in their minds. It becomes every
parent’s final lament:

“WHATEVER WERE YOU THINKING?”

The truth is that what goes on in a
child’s mind has more to do with age
and maturation than anything else—
and that is not a mystery.

In the 1920’ a young Swiss biolo-
gist named Jean Piaget started work-
ing on intelligence tests with Alfred
Binet and Theodore Simon, but soon
became intrigued with brain develop-
ment. With the eye of a scientist, he
noticed something that the early psy-
chometricians did not.

The makers of the test were ea-
gerly attentive to the number of right
answers their test-takers produced.
Piaget, on the other hand, began no-
ticing something interesting about the
wrong answers. It seems that virtu-

\

5 i

4
/-ra
/

ally all of the test subjects within the
same age group were putting down the
same wrong answers. Children of one

age would tend to get an answer right,

while children a little younger would
not just get the answer wrong, they
would all get it wrong in the same way.

Piaget was working with Simon
to standardize tests for children ages

five to eight. That age is important, be-

cause at age eight, measurable IQ tends
to stabilize. While some might have

r

looked at the wrong answers and no
further, Piaget saw a reasoning process.
He spent the rest of his occupational
life, and considerable mental resourc-
es, trying to scientifically explain the
thinking of children.

"He spent the rest of his

occupational life... trying
to scientifically explain
the thinking of children."



We cannot expect children to
process information the same way
as adults. They simply do not see the
world like we do. Our children learn
the world in four stages illustrated in
four familiar phrases.

“Peek-a-boo!”

“Are we there yet?”
((Why?”

“It isn’t fair!”

The predictable progress and regu-
larity of these phrases can show us how
our child’s brain is developing. It also
lets you know what they can and can-
not do at each age and stage.

Here is another look at these four
familiar phrases with Piaget’s names
and descriptions of each developmen-
tal level:

“Peek-a-boo!”
SENSORIMOTOR STAGE (0-2 years)

Children only know what their
senses tell them.

“Are we there yet?”
PREOPERATIONAL STAGE (2-7 years)

Children can think symbolically, but only
about the world they know through their
senses; they understand past and future, but
they can’t compare or comprehend time.

Asyou might expect, children don't
leap from one stage to the next. There
are many subdivisions in each step that
allow a child to move smoothly and
sequentially from one level of cogni-
tive development

"In many respects, all

game. This is because children of this
age only attribute existence to what
their own senses tell them. Disappear
from sight and you really disappear!
From about two to seven years
of age, children

to the next. work in an area
In the first young children think like Piaget  called
stage of devel- . . “preoperational.”
opment,  from geniuses. Which makes Their  language
birth to about sense; they actually  skills grow at re-
have more markable  rates.
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two years, children live in a world of
sensorimotor experience. Theirs is the
world of touch, taste, sight, sound and
smell. For example, it makes no differ-
ence what culture, country or language
is in the home, children prior to nine
months of age love to play “peek-a-

boo,” and the parents of these children
have all developed their version of the

14

“Why, why, why?”
CONCRETE STAGE (7-11 yrs.)
They begin to recognize cause and
effect, history and a world apart
from their lives.

“It's not fair!”
ABSTRACT STAGE (11 + years)

They can understand abstract concepts like
justice, algebra, logic and prediction.

. They move from
brain cells simple sentences

than you!" of subject and
verb to sentences

that contain articles, prepositions and
subject-verb agreement. Think of the
difference between a two-year-old say-
ing, “Doggie bark,” and a five-year-old
saying, “Our doggie is barking at the
mailman.” The first sentence is purely
sensorimotor in its construction. A
dog can be seen and its bark heard. The
second sentence, however, contains an
adjective, an article, a preposition, and
a present tense verb.

During these preschool and early
elementary days, the children know
that there is a reality beyond their im-
mediate senses. They can practice sym-
bolic ideas like playing pretend and
using language. In fact, their brains
are alive with energy directed toward
learning the language of their culture.
Their ideas about the world are lim-
ited to interpretations of their physical
world, but they are still highly sophisti-
cated. In many respects, all young chil-
dren think like geniuses. Which makes
sense; they actually have more brain
cells than you!

They are, however, limited to ex-
periences with a concrete world. For
example, while they can tell the dif-
ference between past and future, they
cannot compare time intervals. This is
why a five-year-old will make you cra-
zy asking, “Are we there yet?” You can
say that it will be two hours or a long
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time or after lunch, but measures of
time mean nothing. Five minutes and
five hours seem the same at this age.

A child in this stage also does not
understand cause and effect. A nine-
year-old recognizes that practice will
make him or her a better piano player,
but a six-year-old does not. You are
better off simply telling the child that
it is Monday, and on Monday he or she
always practices the piano.

So why does the nine-year-old “get
it?” From seven to 11 years of age the
child is operating in the concrete op-
erational stage of development. They
eagerly gain understanding of the
world around them in mental, instead
of physical ways. They begin to under-
stand cause and effect, which is the
reason for the unending series of why
questions. Their preferred method
of learning is through the physical or
“concrete” world, but they can project

that learning to other times and places.
to create those same impulses in their

H IS H I LL minds. Abstraction is both their friend

BIBLE SCHOOL : W and their servant.

o That is one reason a kindergar-
tener will look at a plate of lasagna and
ask, “Do I like this?” He might even be
suspicious when you say that he loved
it the last time it was served. The child
can't remember the incident or the
flavor. Contrast that with a child of 11
who is reading the book, The Hobbit.
She finds a passage about Bilbo Bag-

SR R
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While they depend a great deal on sen-
sorimotor input, they are also learning

Over30years experience serving

homeschool families. ins roasting a rabbit over an open fire
\ cess ‘_{S @ur G%kg and asks, “What does rabbit taste like?”

You can say that it tastes like chicken,

BCE Academ and immediately the child has a clear
With Personal Academic Assistance mental idea of the flavor. What the
+ Individualized Diagnostic placement by subject rabbit tastes like is understood be-

* Permeated with Biblical truths in every subject &;m:%
* Easy for parents and students to use ’ 2
+ Start at any time of year

+* Reasonable rates

cause the child can create an abstract
image of the sensorimotor stimulus
Blb[ e « Accredited High School Diplomas createq by eating chicken. A ﬁve-—year-

* Curriculum also available“A la carte” “<ise® old child does not have this skill yet,
Call 866- 56?—2446 or \tsmt us on the web — free catalog but by 11, it is possible.

www.BasicChristianEducation.com It is in the third-to-sixth-grade

(article continues on page 34)
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TATTLE
TELL

The Never-ending Dilemma
of the Elementary-aged Child

BY CINDY GOLDBERG

One of the most confusing lessons we teach chil-
dren is the difference between tattling and telling.
We live in a time when it is critical for children to
stand up for safety—their own, and that of oth-
ers. They need fo have the courage to fell an adult
when someone is bullied, hurt or in danger. On the
other hand, asking children to be diligent informers
can open the door fo excessive reporting about mi-
nor annoyances—tattling. Distinguishing between
the two is an effective lesson in communication
that parents must teach intentionally, starting at
an early age.

Begin by differentiating the purposes of
telling and taftling. The primary purpose for
tattling is usually to get another person in frouble,
get help in a conflict, or seek attention, such as in

these classic tattles:

“She took my toy.” “He was mean to me.”
“She broke the rule.” “He made a face at
me.” “She didn’t do her homework.”

“He said a bad word.”

Onthe other hand, the sorts of sifuations they
should tell an adult about include physical injury,
safety concerns, bullying, abuse, and any other
threatening behavior. Children should know that if
they witness a dangerous situation, a hurt person,
or some other issue that makes them uncomfort-
able, they have a supportive adult fo go fo for help.

Next, teach children o ask themselves these

important questions.

“Is someone hurt?” “Is someone sick?”
“Is someone fighting?” “Is someone in

danger?” “Is someone unsafe?”

Teach children to get the help of an adult
when the answer o any of these questionsis “yes.”

Stories that a child can relate fo also go a
long way in feaching children about tattling. A fun,
children’s book that addresses tattling is Penelope’s
Headache: Tatfle or Tale. Told in rhyme, Penelope’s
Headache is the story of a young child who can-
not tell the difference between tattling and telling.
Penelope and her mom work through several sce-
narios that require Penelope, and the reader, o
decide whether the situation is tattling or felling.
Additionally, the book includes two activities to re-
hearse when it is appropriate to fell.

Distinguishing between tattling and telling

may seem easy fo an adult, but for a child, recog-

nizing his or her own motives needs fo be learned
just like tying shoes or brushing teeth. Roleplay
and frequent reminders can help children master
the difference between tattle and tell.

Elementary age children need to learn how
fo compromise with their friends and how to
resolve minor disputes. Adult intervention is
sometimes necessary, but most of the time chil-
dren can handle disagreements if they learn some
conflict resolution strategies. If we teach our chil-
dren the difference between tattling and telling
early and often, along with ways to setfle quar-
rels, they will have the fools they need to become

successful communicators.

Cindy Goldberg has a master’s degree in elemen-

tary education and a certification in applied positive
psychology. Cindy is an author, an expert in the field

of social and emotional learning, and an elementary
school teacher with more than 20 years of experience.
Visit CindyGoldbergTeacher.com for activities to further
explore the difference between tattling and telling.

Tuesday - Friday 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 PM.

Closed Federal holidays and the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Bureau of Engraving and Printing - 3000 Blue Mound Road - Fort Worth, Texas 76131
817-231-4000 or toll-free 866-865-1194 and press 2
www.bep.gov

Let Us Show You the Money!

See BILLIONS of dollars and learn about the
production and history of United States paper
currency at the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, located in Fort Worth, Texas.

The Tour and Visitor Center includes:

+ Two Floors of Exhibits and Displays

+ Self-guided Tour on Elevated Walkway
+ Theater Movie

+ Moneyfactory Gift Shop

ADMISSION IS FREE

or

www . SculptByNumbers.com
A Work of Art Every Timel®
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(Continuationfrom page 32)

years that a child begins to compre-
hend a world outside their frame of
reference. They know that they, their
family and their world have a history.
Things that exist now may or may not
have existed in the past. They may
think that everyone needs money but
they can also understand that salt was
money to the men of sub-Saharan Af-
rica, and they can understand both
why and how it was used.

Children in this seven to 11-year-
old group can also learn scientific and
mathematical concepts that have uni-
versal applications. Water not only
freezes, melts and evaporates in the
classroom experiment, it behaves that
way everywhere. A child anywhere in
the world can look at a meter stick and
accurately measure the length of a foot,
the size of a bed, or the distance to the
nearest school.

Yet, it is only after 12 years of age,
as they enter their teens, that children
can start to think in true and complete
abstractions. They can understand

that an equal sign indicates a special
relationship between the totality of
numbers and operations on one side
of the sign with those on the other.

o

This ability to work with abstractions
allows 12-year-olds to do algebra.

In science, these children can look
at evidence and formulate a hypoth-
esis, which they can test, measure and
analyze. They can form conclusions
from data. They understand cause
and effect, consider possible outcomes,

| lm
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and project consequences for their ac-
tions. It is at this time that the ideas of
justice, reward, punishment, control
of the future and responsibility for the
past become important to them.

This is why children of this age be-

come intensely interested in fairness,

@\‘ ' '%,;

- For mformatlou please ca

or at least their version of it. You hear a
lot from them about what is “fair” They
are interested in how they are treated
compared to others their age. They an-
alyze everything, but because of a in-
nate egocentricity, they can also justify
anything. Their lack of experience and
inability to project consequences far
into the future make their concepts of
cause and effect incomplete. Further-
more, their intellectual age does not

equal their emotional age. This is one
of the reasons that the teen years are
both wonderful and dangerous.

The nurturing, age appropriate ex-
periences you give your child—start-
ing at birth and continuing through
each progressive level—aid your child
in reaching developmental milestones.
Understanding these milestones makes
it easier to figure out, “Whatever were
they thinking?” =

Louise Butler is an award-winning educator with

a passion for both the art and science of teaching. In
December of 1996, Louise Butler made a presentation
at the Global Summit on Science and Science Education
in which she outlined the four components required of
students to beat the bell curve and achieve the academic
success that they deserve. Her book, Beating the Bell
Curve, (in its second edition and available at

Amazon.com) grew out of that presentation.

ll
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PRIDE OF TEXAS

Home Schooling as a Blended amily

n any given day, you can find

Jeremiah, Micah and Zachariah
running around and having a grand
time with two-year-old brother
Nehemiah, trailing behind. These
young guys are four of the five sonsborn
to Brandon and Teresa Russell. The
Russells are a blended family with
three older children (two sons and a
daughter) from previous relationships.
After moving from the Midwest to
Grand Prairie, Texas, a few years ago,
the family decided to home school.

How did the Russell family be-
gin their home school journey?
As young parents, Brandon and
Teresa did not consider home educa-

Above:
I. top left graduation: Teresa and Isaiah
2. top center left: Brooklyn

By Latonya Moore

tion an option. Teresa was a single
mother when her oldest son entered
school, but it was during this season
of her life that she was first introduced
to home education. Since learning of
it, home schooling stayed in Teresa’s
mind even though she didn’t see how
she could do it at the time.

After becoming a blended fam-
ily, Brandon and Teresa decided that

ity

3. top center right: Zachariah, Micah, and Jeremiah

4. top right: Brandon Jr.

5. fop large: Nehemiah, Teresa, Brandon Sr.,

Josiah (baby), Jeremiah, Micah, and Zachariah
Right:

Minor prophets in training? Micah, Nehemiah,

Jeremiah and Zachariah Russell
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it would be best for Teresa to stay at
home. As she became acclimated to this
new way of life, Teresa found herself
thinking again about home schooling.
Reminders would come in the form
of running into old friends who were
on their own home education journey;,
and in meeting new friends who home
schooled. The desire to home educate
was slowly pressing into Teresa’s heart.

L%

Allimages courtesy of Brandon and Teresa Russell
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The Russells decided the older chil-
dren, now 13, 14 and 15 years old,
would remain in public school, but the
younger ones would start their aca-
demic careers at home.

How do Brandon and Teresa
balance their public schooled
teenagers with the new
generation of home
schoolers in their family?

It wasn't an easy decision to leave
their older sons in public school, but
Brandon thought the boys should give
the schools in their area a try. Teresa
has taken advantage of two education
styles by primarily teaching the young-
er boys while the older ones are at
school. The family supports the older
kids by attending their public school
events, and the older kids support the
family by helping their home schooled
brothers learn new things.

What does daily life look like
in the Russell home?

With five younger sons ranging from
seven years to three months old, there
is never a dull moment. Teresa is the
primary teacher with Brandon work-
ing long days during the week. The
flexibility with home education is a
great perk because it allows them to
optimize their schedule to ensure the
kids spend time with their dad.

Most days the family enjoys prayer
andbreakfast together. Afterwards, the-
older kids head oft to school while the
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young boys have play time before les-
sons begin. Mom takes this time to do
some of the homemaking chores while
caring for her infant and toddler.

If you were to call Teresa at any
point during the day, you may learn
that she is either cleaning, prepping
something for home school, cooking
dinner, or working on a project with her
sons. And yet each day is unique in the
Russell home.
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How has home schooling

affected their family? "The parents can
The Russell family’s home school jour- a better lens with which to see the :
ney was faith-led, and it has been a world—an alternative to society’s nar- truly train the
positive aspect of their life. Mainly, rative. The boys are learning discern- children in the way
they have been able to spend more mentand how to think for themselves.
time together. Brandon was initially Teresa enjoys sharing how th ey should 80 and
able to be involved in the development home schooling has given Brandon help with any is-
and education of the younger boys and her the ability to do better
as they transitioned into home for their younger children. The dues Ob the heart
education. The parents can truly train Russells have corrected the mistakes that may arise as
the children in the way they should of their earlier years of parenting, h .
go and help with any issues of the heart and their older children can see that they continue to
that may arise as they continue to grow when you know better, you are truly grow and learn."”
and learn. able to do better. =

Teresa will be the first to admit
that home schooling three young boys
while caring for a toddler and infant,
parenting teenagers, and nurturing a
marriage can be a bit overwhelming,
but she knows the benefits outweigh
the difficulties. Home education is en-
joyable, and Brandon and Teresa are
grateful that they can give their sons

Latonya Moore is a wife and home educating
mother to two daughters. She is a creator at
heart, and she spends her downtime writing at
JoyintheOrdinary.com or designing faith-based
Jewelry for Alexandria's Authentically Made
Jewelry (Authenticalb)Made.bzgcartel.com).

Student body includes more than 3,700
students from 26 countries; 90% of full-time

freshmen live on campus.

UMHB was chartered in 1845 by the Republic of
Texas and has operated continuously ever since.

FOUND WHAT I’'M .
LOOKING FOR. More than 60 majors are offered across seven

colleges (Business, Christian Studies, Education,

Humanities, Nursing, Science, and Visual and
Performing Arts).

The low student-to-faculty ratio cultivates an

environment where students can grow
and thrive.

UNIVERSITY of MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR / Education for Life... Experience of a Lifetime
.~ Office of Admissions * 900 College St., UMHB Box 8004 * Belton, TX 76513 ¢ 800.727.8642
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GETTING ALONG

Lone Wolf
No More

On the Importance
of Supportive
Community

By Candi Summers

arents of special needs children
P often find themselves at a cross-
roads: they can insulate their children
from the world and hope their babies
will never face bullying, or they can
venture out into the sun and set an
example of how to treat those who are
differently abled. I have always been
very social and outgoing, but when my
son was diagnosed with autism spec-
trum disorder in early 2006, my world
closed in on me. My daughter was di-
agnosed with Asperger’s syndrome

Christina Tutt (center) and Candi Summers (right) enjoying THSC
Convention - The Woodlands with some of their children.

and in 2008, there was no emotional
energy left to spend on explaining to
people why my son could not speak
or why my daughter didn’t make eye
contact with them.

It took someone special to cut
me out of that thick web—someone

who wields a machete of love easily.
Christina Tutt: Warrior. 1 speak of
my best friend in epic terms because
she truly changed the course of my
life forever, and in the best ways. She
called me to a level of parenting and
faith that I would never have achieved

JAMES MAKES PICKLED OKRA FROM without her; and I am so grateful

a year later. I went into a cocoon of EGETABLES GROWN ON THE FARM. to the Lord for her presence in

my own making in an attempt to
protect myself from the criticism and
vulnerability I faced.

My children were different; and
when your children are different, ev-
eryone is a critic. It was not just a
struggle because of the way society
reacted to my children’s special needs;
it was also a knife to the heart to see
other children who did not have dis-
abilities. It felt easier to stay in my
house and in the safety of isolation.
I ignored invitations to play dates. I
avoided the park. I stayed away from
the mall. With two more children
added to the mix in the fall of 2006

The Tutts live on a farm in East Texas,

which gives their children opportuni-

ties to learn animal husbandry, farm-
ing and home repair skills.
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my life. I have never met another
person who bravely forges the path of
living out James 1:27. Without regard
for herself, she does what she believes
Jesus would do. It has cost her a lot.

Christina and I met at a ladies con-
ference in 2005, but we did not become
friends until the summer of 2008.
Christina extended an invitation to me
by email to bring my four children for
lunch at her house. It was simply the
Holy Spirit that prompted me to ac-
cept. That is not something I typically
would have done. I am still not even
sure why I did it. My children with
autism were difficult to take places, re-

Photos courtesy of Christina Tutt, Candi Summers and THSC



quired a higher level of supervision,
and were misunderstood or unac-
cepted by most people. Christina was
different. She made us all feel safe,
accepted and loved in her home. She
did not judge or criticize. She simply
loved us as a family in practical ways.

It was under
her  discipleship
that I realized that I
should not contin-
ue to isolate myself

"'"They took my
kids, Candi."

CHRISTINA'S VOICE WAS

I began to take the lead on gathering

women for fellowship. I even started .

to my home schooling, however.
who was

believe

SHAKY. MY BRAIN COULD NOT

and my children.
Yes, it kept the “hat-
ers” out, but it also kept out love, wis-
dom, and community. Her example
inspired me to a higher level of faith.
Jesus calls us not just to believe, but
also to act out our faith.

I chose to reach out to the parents
of children who were newly diag-
nosed with autism. I began writing a
weekly column for special needs par-
ents in the local newspaper. Christi-
na knew she could call on me to ride
shotgun on ministry adventures, and

COMPREHEND THE WORDS."

cess. I trusted my-
self to know what
would work best for my children, and

just how vulnerable families are when Being ripped from a safe, loving fam-

¢ ily negatively affects a child mentally,
I will never forget the feeling of : , . , .

- ¢ emotionally and physically. It is a life-
complete disbelief and utter terror hanai 't hich hild
when I got the call from Christina on : changing eventirom which some chiidren

November 21, 2013. “They took my never fully recover.
kids, Candi” Christinas voice was

shaky. My brain could not compre- ¢ THSC believes that it is imperative that the

: status quo change, which is why we are

they walk alone on this journey.

THE TUTT CHILDREN ATTENDED THE INAUGURATION
OF GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT IN AUSTIN, TEXAS.

Christina and the
children participate
in their hometown
parades and political
events, and work as

a family to minister

to the homeless and
those in need.

home
schooled as a child,
very :
strongly in the pro- :

ENDING THE THREAT

TO PARENTAL RIGHTS

a Girl Scout troop so my daughter While CPS certainly does protect many :

. , : childrenin ive or neglectful situation
with Asperger’s would have more so- : children in abusive or neglectful situations,

cial exposure. I still maintained my : flows in the system give CPS the power

lone-wolf disposition when it came : fo run rampant over fthe rights of :

: parents of healthy families, ultimately :

As  someone : hurfing children.

Families under investigation by CPS find
that the system, heavily stacked against 3
them, enables situations where even safe,

¢ loving parents are considered guilty until
: proven innocent. The Tutt case is a prime
: example of how current rules governing

I'had no desire to join a larger group : Cps investigations allow for unjustified re-

or attend conventions or conferences. < movals of children.

That changed drastically after I saw

developing the Parent Child Protection
Act. THSC is collecting recommendations,
experiences and legal counsel to construct
a large list of reforms to the CPS system.
These important changes in family law
will ensure parents are given due process,
thereby protecting children from frauma
and unnecessary removal from homes.

¢ Currently, THSC is not aware of any other
organization working on these reforms.
¢ Join us in Keeping Texas Families Free.
Visit THSC.org/ParentChildProtectionAct.

. Stephen Howsley serves as a policy analyst

< for Texas Home School Coalition.
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hend the words. My heart sank as she
relayed the events of that day. Armed
constables at her door. The children
being taken away without car seats—
with nothing, not even shoes. Shan
Robinson, the Child Protective Ser-

"We spend a lot oftime as home educators

vices (CPS) caseworker, saying “I don’t
know,” when Christina asked how to
get her kids back.

I was six months pregnant with
my fifth child, but I rolled up my
sleeves, notified our friends, looked

CANDI SUMMERS (LEFT) AND CHRISTINA TUTT (RIGHT)

HAVE LUNCH TOGETHER WITH THEIR CHILDREN.

=

DISCOVER TTUISD HOMESCHOOL SOLUTIONS

Graduate on time or early
Make up failed credits (credit recovery)

in your current homeschool curriculum.

e |ndividual Courses (Supplemental)
o Credit by Exams (CBEs)

The TTUISD online high school
program is ranked as 4th
nationally and 1st in Texas
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

TTUISD

Texas Tech University Independent School District benefits:
Supplement your school or homeschool curriculum

e Earn an accredited high school diploma from any location
Earn credits during the summer from any location

¢ Take courses not offered at your school or

TTUISD offers Texas Education Agency accredited:
¢ Full-Time Texas High School Diploma Program

The whole family
deeply misses K, the
only Tutt child still
in state custody after
nearly three years.
Please pray for them
and for K to remem-
ber she is a Tutt who
is deeply loved by
her family. Pray for

Justice to be done.

Pt

for legal help, and did whatever I
could for Trevor and Christina Tutt.
Christina was a giver, and now it was
my turn to help her. I spent count-
less hours in the ninth month of my
pregnancy in the cold marble hall-
way of the Dallas Family Courthouse.
I feel sick even thinking about
that horrifying time. I still cannot
comprehend what has happened to
the Tutt family. The sheer miscarriage
of justice and complete disregard for
the law and CPS policy makes me ill,
and it is not over.

At the time their children were
taken, the Tutts didnt know about
Texas Home School Coalition. Hav-
ing been home schooled myself, I
knew THSC was the organization

\ I F 1
| TH
[ [

www.ttuisd.ttu.edu/THSGC
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we needed to contact. I was shocked
to learn that home schooling was
the primary reason CPS and the
guardian ad litem were demanding
the children stay in foster care. I knew
the law in Texas, and this was so far
outside of the purview of CPS, it was
ridiculous. THSC’s response when
I called was the only positive thing
in a sea of horrifying injustice. I
understood for the first time the value
of being part of a larger home school-
ing community. After what I have seen,
I will never be without a THSC mem-

THSC members have resources and in-
structions on handling a surprise CPS
visit. THSC has worked tirelessly to
reunite the Tutt family and continues
their legal support to this day. The or-
ganization is a reflection of their many
members across Texas. The power of
THSC is the power of home schooling
Texans united.

We cannot be lone wolves. We
need one another—not only as par-
ents, but as a home school commu-
nity at large. No matter how educated,

focusing on independence. We can miss the boat when it comes to communig)."

careful, informed and proactive we are,
there is more strength in numbers. We
spend a lot of time as home educators
focusing on independence. We can
miss the boat when it comes to com-
munity. I have chosen to be active with
THSC because I don’t want anyone to
experience what my best friend expe-
rienced. I want people to know the law
and to hold our elected and appointed
officials accountable to follow the law.
The most effective way to do that is to
work together. =

Candi Summers lives in Arlington, Texas, with
her five children and husband Nathan. Candi
has served on the advisory board of THSC since
2015. Home schooled in Texas from 1980 to

bership again, and I encourage families
every day to join as well.

I believe that if the Tutts had been
THSC members, their encounter with

CPS would have ended differently.

1990, Candi now home schools her children.
She loves reading, genealogy and trivia.

Let us partner with
you as you plan your

student’s future!

Equipping students to “increase in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and man.”

Offering a full spectrum of biblically-integrated, fully accredited

~Luke 2:52

4’“"% An affiliate of Prestonwood Christian Academy

online courses— . Full graduation curriculum '; v and a Ministry of Prestonwood Baptist Church
Supplemental courses to enhance existing A <
JAY programs
Foreign Language

Dual Credit

College Board Advanced Placement

Full or Part Time Students

For more information:
(972) 930-4044 | www.pcaplus.org
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UPDATE ON THE TUTT CASE

Trevor and Christina Tutt were licensed foster parents who worked

closely with CPS for years, adopted a special needs child from foster D C A

care, and helped advocate and train other foster parents. They UAL LREDIT ACADEMY
had no reason to be concerned when CPS came fo their home in ﬂ D 1 D 3
September 2013. The Tutts cooperated fully with the CPS caseworker D
called to their home by police after a child wandered from their home

briefly. The child was not hurt, and was found less than an eighth of THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS OF THE PERMIAN BASIN

a mile from the Tutt home accompanied by their eight-year-old son.

Let us help your student succeed!

Benefits of participation in
UTPB Dual Credit Academy:

© UTPB Dual Credit courses are $150 per course per student.
©® English 1301 and 1302 courses are $200 per each course.

©® $500 SPUR Scholarship awarded to dual credit students who
Tutt children at the request of an unelected Dallas County judge. complete a dual credit course with a 70 or better which can be
used after graduation.

The CPS caseworker said there was no issue with the Tutt home or
their parenting, but said that she wanted a psychological evaluation
because, “Anyone who wants to stay home with this many kids must
be crazy.” This same caseworker later fraudulently changed a sworn
affidavit to include statutory language that allowed removal of the

Four of the Tutt children were returned to them on January 7, 2014,

] o ] ] ® UTPB provides grade reporting every 3-4 weeks.
but they remain scarred by their fime in foster care. K, the biological s .
® UTPB Dual Credit courses transfer to Texas public

sister of two of the Tutts” adopted children, remains in foster care in institutions of higher education.

spite of CPS policy and state law that require removal cases to be

resolved within 18 months. Home schooling is the reason that CPS and

K's court-appointed guardian give for keeping her from her home.
View the Tutt Family’s Journey in infographic form, as well as

numerous reports on the Tutt case at THSC.org/Tutts. =

\ " : 7 o] .
JOHN BROWN . _ o Our advice?
5 g 2 L K Check out all the
usual universities
your friends choose,
but before you decide
to spend 4 years and

a lot of money, give
yourself a few minutes
at www.jbu.edu and
see what you might
be missing. We think
you’ll be interested.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THSC CLE Seminar THSC Capitol Days 2017 THSC Convention THSC Convention
December 2016 Feb. 6, March 9, April 3 —Arlington —~The Woodlands
Austin, Texas Austin, Texas May 11-13, 2017 May 20-22, 2017
THSC.org/CLE THSC.org/CapitolDays Arlington, Texas The Woodlands, Texas
THSC.org/Conventions THSC.org/Conventions
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THSC Association Membership Benefit Providers

The following companies offer discounts and benefits to THSC Association members. Find out more at THSC.org

Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Health
Insurance bcbstx.com

Education Plus
homeschooltranscripts.com

THSCmortgage.com

CollegePlus FEAST MiQuotes.com
collegeplus.org homeschoolfeast.com miquotes.com
Creation Illustrated HEP Bookstore

creationillustrated.com

Discover Texas
discovertexasonline.com

Driver Ed in a Box
driveredinabox.com

The Texas Home School Coalition (THSC)
is a 501(c)(3) educational organization
that is supported by tax-deductible
donations. THSC is dedicated to serving
the home school community; it promotes
home education in Texas by educating
the public, the home school community,
and officials about home schooling.

hepbookstore.com

Homeschool Spanish Adacemy
homeschoolspanishacademy.com

Liberty Mutual
libertymutual.com

teenpact.com

THSC Association, a 501(c)(4) advocacy
organization, is dedicated to Keep-

ing Texas Families Free. It is supported
by membership fees and donations.
THSC Association membership benefits
include legal assistance, as well as a long
list of other offerings and discounts.

Mega Mortgage of Texas

Samaritan Ministries
samaritanministries.org

TeenPact Leadership Schools

THSC Association
thsc.org

UberSmart Software
ubersmartsoftware.com

My Favorite Campground
myfavoritecampground.com

T E X A S

HOME SCHOOL

COALITION
Keeping Texas Families Free ™

The work of the THSC PAC (Political
Action Committee)—endorsing and sup-
porting pro-home schooling candidates—
is supported by donations that are not
tax-deductible.

See THSC.org for more information.
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Raising Moses

By Donna Schillinger

ts a familiar scene. Discussion time after the Beth Moore video

lesson. A handful of women have managed to carve out 90 min-
utes to fellowship. The fly on the wall overhears most of the groups
developing a variation on a theme: We never thought it would be so
challenging to stay at home. The teaching was on the book of James.
Why are we talking about being stay-at-home moms? I guess were
kind of obsessed with it.

Don’'t misunderstand—there’s a real sense of gratitude for our
stage and station in life. We love our children. We wouldn’t have it
any other way. But there’s something else tugging at us. It feels like
the promise of purpose and identity, but through the smoke, we can
see a glint of light bounce off a mirror.

That education we are still paying for. That couple of years of
professional experience that whetted our appetites for achievement,
results, impact. That dream of a happy home balanced with a suc-
cessful career. Pushed aside.

For the next 15 sacred minutes, we remind ourselves that this—
what we're about now—is not an illusion. It is true purpose and true
identity. This wet bed. This book report. This tenth time today to
yell, “Flush and wash!” From this grain of sand atop these other
grains of sand, we will build mountains.

On the drive home a thought hits me: I have no idea whom I am
raising. I hope at a minimum he will be a good husband and father.
But could I be raising this boy to be so much more? Who knows
what work God has for him!

I found him in a basket among the reeds—a child statistically
destined to underachieve. I brought him to suburbia and am raising
him as my own. He gets the finer things: organic produce, a memory
foam mattress topper, swimming lessons, a pet octopus. They teach
him justice, mercy and humility in the white-pillared building with
the cross on top.

What are these the makings of? Could I be raising...Moses?

How would I know? You can't exactly see a Moses coming

from a mile away. A Moses isn't like an Alexander the Great or a
Beethoven. A Moses comes as a surprise—even to himself. A Moses
only makes sense in retrospect. It’s only looking backwards that it’s
clear he wasted no time mastering proper Egyptian and stone writ-
ing penmanship.

What if I'm raising a Moses? What if you're raising a Moses?

[HE END OF THE DAY

Mothers, let us set our hands to this task as if we are. =

Donna Schillinger serves as publications manager for Texas Home School Coalition.

Al

46 TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION / REVIEW



T E X A S

HOME SCHOOL

COALITION ASSOCIATION
. ape ™
Keeping Texas Families Free

Join us to continue the mission of

KEEPING TEXAS
FAMILIES FREE

—— with 20% off a one-year membership ——
VISIT WWW.THSC.ORG * PROMO CODE: JOIN20

Offer Expires December 31, 2016

Benefits, Exclusively for THIC Menbers..

GRADE SCHOOL REPORT CARD = CUSTOMIZABLE

FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE % CPS HOTLINE * FREE * .
CONVENTION REGISTRATION * SPECIAL NEEDS D’; #SLQ’Z“:TA ZL’) GgEi%’;’_l 225;%“5(?(’)” VZL%%’ZLI\';‘;E
NSULTATIONS * HOME SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF s
CONSU ONS * HOME SCHOOL SUPPORT S UNIT STUDY * TX HOME SCHOOL HANDBOOK

As a coalition impacting over 150,000 Texas home school families with a staff and volunteer network of hundreds,
Texas Home School Coalition (THSC) connects and provides your family with invaluable advocacy, information,
and support. THSC is the recognized authority on home education and parental rights in Texas. As such you can

depend on us to protect and support your freedom as a Texas family.

THSC Members telp, Shape Hislo'wy...

THSC is founded. Home THSC bill passed: THSC bill passed: State colleges THSC kills 2 bad biills giving
schoolers push back Parents free to must end discrimination of doctors and grandparents
against prosecution. teach driver’s ed. home schoolers. ability to trump fit parents.

3 2 £

Texas Supreme THSC bill passed: Home THSC bill passed: public schools THSC stands up to rogue
Court: Home schoolers free to participate must allow home school Jjudge and CPS for illegal
schooling is legal. in dual credit classes. students to take PSAT tests. removal of seven children.


http://www.thsc.org/about-thsc/join-thsc/

Texas HoME ScHOOL COALITION el
PO Box 6747, Lubbock TX 79493 PAID

Because life’s most important lesson

is learning why you’re here.

sllE==

B e i

PINE  PHC.EDU
HE£‘§]§}YE Sbape yOM rce le ure fO?’ C]) rist

NOW OFFERING COURSES ONLINE
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