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REVIEW

FROM THE PRESIDENT

TIM LAMBERT
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Abraham Lincoln once famously said,
“The philosophy of the school room in one generation will be the
philosophy of government in the next.”

* * * * * * *

The 16th president of the United States of America recognized a
vital point: What we teach our children is important. Education
lays the groundwork for the future generation’s values, political

beliefs, and worldviews.

In recent decades we've seen a widespread departure from the
truths of God’s Word throughout our culture. In many ways the
United States has become a post-Christian culture, where biblical
teachings are rejected, scorned, or even forbidden.

This departure from Christian values is especially evident in our
public schools.

The philosophies taught in today’s schoolrooms
are often a far cry from the wholesome lessons that
the younger generations so desperately need.

For thousands of Christian families, home schooling provides
a welcome alternative to the secularism permeating our public
school system. Many parents recognize the timeless wisdom behind
Solomon'’s famous words: “Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6)

As home schooling becomes increasingly popular, not just in Texas
but around the country, we are seeing a direct fulfillment of
Abraham Lincoln’s aforementioned statement. It's true that
education directly influences government, and I'm convinced that
the phenomenal growth of home schooling is beginning to make
a tangible difference in many political and legislative circles.
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* * * * * * *

Consider two of THSC's latest political initiatives: The THSC Watchmen
and the THSC Rangers. Each of these programs recruits home
school students and home school graduates who are passionate
about the Texas political arena. They allow aspiring young men
and women to actively raise public awareness of home schooling,
lobby for parental rights legislation, and campaign for conserva-
tive candidates who support family values.

Already, the Watchmen and Rangers have proven themselves to
be formidable political forces in Austin and around the state. For
example, in last year’s election cycles, the THSC Rangers campaigned
for numerous THSC-endorsed candidates, and 75% of those
candidates won their elections!

With the 2015 Texas Legislative Session now underway, the THSC
Watchmen are hard at work researching, writing, and amending
legislation that promotes home schooling and parental rights.
THSC has ambitious plans for this year’s legislative session, and
| encourage you to visit our website for regular updates on the
latest developments.

Truly, it is exciting to see the many ways Texas
home schoolers are “carrying the torch” and
promoting virtuous standards.

In many ways, these students and graduates are a refreshing
exception from the secularism common in younger generations. |
look forward to witnessing the great things God has in store for home
schoolers as they make a positive difference in our state and country.
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At the same time, we recognize that challenges remain. Opposition
to home schooling persists. As the president of THSC, | regularly
hear from families across the state who face disenfranchisement

or discrimination because of their home education.

Even in the past few months, numerous families contacted THSC
to seek help or counsel. For example, some home school students
were recently denied Texas driver licenses because they did not
have official school records. Another home school student lost

Social Security benefits because the student was not attending a
standard school.

In one case of marital separation, a parent threat-
ened to remove child support simply because a
daughter was home schooled.

Meanwhile, in Dallas, the Tutt family continues to fight state officials
as they seek to regain custody of all their children. On November
21, 2013, armed government officials unlawfully removed the
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family’s children, and—despite numerous court hearings and
legal actions—several of the children have not yet been returned
home. To make matters worse, the Tutt family home was damaged
in a large fire late last year after a squirrel chewed through
wiring in the family’s garage. As | have written in previous columns,
this ongoing violation of Mr. and Mrs. Tutts’ parental rights is
deplorable, and THSC will stand with this dear family until justice
is served.

Clearly, many home school families across the state still face varying
degrees of opposition from government officials and family members
alike. Now, more than ever, there is a great need for home schoolers
to stand strong and not be intimidated by the resistance. Even
in the face of difficulties, we should always remember that as
Abraham Lincoln realized, our calling to educate our children is an
immensely important one. Thank you for allowing THSC to defend
parents’ educational freedoms as we fulfill our mission of Keeping
Texas Families Free.

* * * * * * *
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At Demme Learning, we recognize that engaged parents are crucial
to children’s success in becoming lifelong learners.

For 25 years, we've been committed to providing tools that:
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With your support, we think we've done a pretty good job:

v Math-U-See, our beloved hands-on math curriculum with integrated

manipulatives, concept-to-mastery-based instruction, and no grade levels

W Spelling You See, our unique new approach to teaching and learning

spelling with no lists, no tests, no memorizing

W KinderTown, the educational app review store and learning blog for
engaged parents

Now second-generation homeschoolers are using our products to engage with their students, and we couldn’t be
maore proud. As we continue to consider new products and services and seek to improve our existing ones, we're

looking forward to the next quarter-century of building lifelong learners.
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Math is math, right? Well, parents sometimes discover that what
works well for one child doesn’t seem to work well for another.
Or maybe they hear someone else praise a certain curriculum and
wonder, “Am | shortchanging my child?”

Before looking at individual curricula, let’s discuss the reasons why
they are different. Interestingly, there are different philosophies and/
or methodologies behind each shiny book you examine. Many are
designed for the traditional classroom; some are designed with home
schoolers in mind. Some classroom curricula have “home school”
versions, but the textbook is the same. Both types may come with
extra helps, videos, or even online classes.

Philosophically, some are “traditional,” meaning that memorization
is emphasized, even in the upper grades. Some are “incremental,”
meaning that old skills are continually reviewed while new ones
are slowly introduced. A few are “classical,” in which learning starts
with the concrete and progresses to an active discovery of the logic
behind the math.

A Beka (Pre-K-12th) is an example of a traditional curriculum designed
for the classroom. Its emphasis on drill and memory work can be
useful at the elementary level, but the algebra and geometry books
are difficult to use. Recommendation: If you do use these secondary
books, use them as a source for problems to solve. Don't ask your son
or daughter to memorize the steps. Instead, help them to discover
the procedures.

Saxon (K-Calculus) is an example of an incremental curriculum
designed for the classroom. Example and practice are stressed over
memorization. Occasionally, however, there is not enough practice
for a new concept to become established in the student’s mind.
Recommendation: Keep tabs on the types of problems on which your
son or daughter makes mistakes, and give him or her more practice in
these areas. (Hint: For the SAT, mastering the first half of a geometry
text is enough.) Manipulatives are included in the early grades.

Teaching Textbooks (3rd-Precalculus) is an incremental curriculum
designed for home schoolers, similar to Saxon but with user-friendly
text. It comes with DVDs that not only teach the lessons but also work
out every single problem in the book for the student. Textbooks can
also be purchased without the DVDs. This is a good basic program.

Visit us at www.thsc.org

by Lynne Tagawa

Finding the Best
Math Curriculum

— for You

Math-U-See (K-Precalculus) is an
incremental curriculum also designed

for home schoolers. It has two features
that make it especially beloved by parents.
First, it makes extensive use of manipulatives in the

early grades, which is a real boon to understanding number
theory, not to mention making arithmetic more accessible to those
with learning disabilities or delays. Second, it is flexible. The amount
of practice needed to learn a concept is up to you: one worksheet or
two? Then the student proceeds to the review section of the lesson.
Like Teaching Textbooks, Math-U-See includes lessons on DVDs, but
textbooks can be purchased without them.

Singapore Math (K-12th) is the new kid on the block. It is designed
for the classroom but has received rave reviews from some home
schoolers. This is a curriculum | would classify as “classical”: It
progresses from concrete to visual to abstract in a challenging way. If
your son or daughter successfully completes this series of textbooks,
he or she will have an awesome understanding of math. There are
some significant caveats, however. If you switch curricula midstream,
you will need the placement test to do so. Don't be surprised if your
math whiz has to repeat a grade. He isn't actually behind, because
Singapore is that much more advanced. A final note: There are
two types of books designed for use in the United States. | would
recommend the “standardized” version.

These and other math curricula are constantly being updated with
new features, such as software for grading, so check their websites
for the latest—and for prices.

Is your son or daughter struggling with math? Are you tempted to
switch curricula? Ask yourself: Is my child struggling because he is being
challenged, or struggling because he can't understand? Sometimes a
struggle is helped by taking breaks or even by a cup of hot chocolate.
' u L& 2 F If that doesn’t work, pray about switching.
| 1 Lynne Tagawa is a wife and mother of four sons.
s The author of Sam Houston’s Republic, she is
a secondary science teacher with experience in
private schools and in homeschooling her own
sons. Presently she tutors and teaches homeschool
co-op classes.

Texas HoME ScHOOL CoALITION REVIEW o 7


http://www.thsc.org

(T

WHAT IS KHAN ACADEMY, AND
WHEN WAS IT LAUNCHED?

Khan Academy began in 2004 when | started tutoring my cousins in
math. | wrote some software to give them practice problems, feedback,
and assessment--really, a way for them to learn at their own pace and
for me as their tutor to see how they were progressing. | needed to give
the software a home, and since the domain name KhanAcademy.org
was available, | named my site Khan Academy.

In 2006 | started filming video lessons to complement the exercise
software. Then | posted them on YouTube, and they took on a life of
their own! Khan Academy is often associated with this collection of
videos, but it didn’t start with videos. Our mission has always been a
free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere. And, in my mind,
videos can be part of a world-class education, but they aren’t everything.
You also need practice, feedback, assessment, and community.

One way we're achieving this goal is the mission experience. Students
can pick, say, our Algebra | mission, and we'll start giving them practice
problems. Based on how the student performs on those problems-
-and there’s really an inexhaustible supply--our system starts to under-
stand what the student knows and doesn’t know. Then it starts
recommending skills for the student to work on, really just trying to
emulate what a good tutor can do. For help on these problems,
students can access hints, articles, and videos. Students can see
how they’re doing and choose to share this information with parents,
teachers, and tutors--people we call “coaches.” Coaches can celebrate
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students’ progress and encourage them to keep learning. Additionally,
if a student is struggling with a concept on Khan Academy, their coach
can see that and help them with that skill.

Aside from our math missions, the other big thing we've invested in is a
computer programming platform. Like many others, | feel very strongly
that computer science is the next “R” (even though it starts with a C)--
justasimportant as reading, writing, and arithmetic. On Khan Academy,
students can learn to program in JavaScript in a very visual way. They
can share what they've created in a portfolio, get feedback from other
members of the Khan Academy community, and show their work to their
friends. So that’s another big piece of what we're doing--allowing
students to build their own computer programming portfolios.

HOW DID IT GET STARTED, AND WHY?

In 2004 | was living in Boston. My cousin Nadia was in seventh grade in
New Orleans and struggling with math. She'd always gotten A’s and B’s
before, but there were significant gaps in her knowledge, which were
keeping her from moving forward and taking the more advanced math
track. | wanted to help, so | started tutoring her via telephone and
Yahoo Doodle after work.

Word about this free tutoring spread around the family, and soon | was
tutoring a handful of relatives. Scheduling quickly became a challenge,
so [ started building the exercise software and recording the video lessons
to address that. My cousins liked the videos so much they gave me a
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backhanded compliment: They said they liked me better on YouTube
than in person! Soon it became clear that people outside my family
were watching the videos as well--including many home schoolers.
It dawned on me that there was a big opportunity here to scale what
I was doing and help people all over the world who wanted to learn.

Khan Academy was incorporated as a nonprofit in 2008, and the
following year | quit my hedge fund job to focus on Khan Academy
full-time. In 2010 we finally received the level of philanthropic support
we needed to get office space and hire a team to work on the mission.

If you fast-forward to today, most of what we're investing in is
adaptive software that allows learners of any age to practice math
skills at their own pace, receive feedback to understand their
strengths and weaknesses, move up their learning curve as quickly as
possible, and see evidence that they've actually learned the material.

WHAT MAKES KHAN ACADEMY DIFFERENT
FROM OTHER ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS?

The idea of giving students software that adapts to them and helps
them learn at their own pace is a very old one. People have been
working on this for 30 or 40 years and talking about it since computers
came out!

So you won't see ads on Khan Academy. You won't be asked to
subscribe with a monthly fee. And you can rest assured that the folks
building Khan Academy eat, sleep, and breathe one question: “How do
we make Khan Academy better for your child?” and not, “How can we
get more revenue from you?”

YOU WROTE AN EDITORIAL TITLED “WHY I'LL NEVER TELL MY SON HE’S
SMART” ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF FOSTERING A GROWTH MINDSET.

WHAT IS “GROWTH MINDSET”, AND WHY
DOES IT MATTER?

In a nutshell, growth mindset is the belief that you can develop your
own abilities--that your intelligence is not fixed. Research shows that
your brain is like a muscle. The more you use it, the more it grows.

As a young person, | realized that if | allowed myself to struggle with
something long enough, it would click and all make sense. Although
I didn’t know it at the time, | was benefiting from a growth mindset.
Years later, when | started building Khan Academy, | tried to imagine
what | would have wanted when | was younger. So implicitly, Khan
Academy was designed as a tool for applying a growth mindset.

As Khan Academy grew and | became more familiar with growth

You only have to know one thing:

You can learn anjthingy

For free. For avenyon, Furml'-r

| think what'’s interesting about Khan Academy is our approach. We
believe that if students really understand the underlying ideas, then
everything else follows from that. So our videos and exercises are very
rigorous, but they’re never about memorizing formulas. They’re about
understanding the underlying concepts that allow you to derive the
formulas. And from the beginning, the videos and software have been
very approachable, very human, and very intuitive. | think a lot of
students appreciate that.

Another thing that differentiates us is our team. The old entrepreneurial
wisdom is to hire people smarter than yourself, and I've done that in
spades. We've been able to attract some of the best thinkers in the
world--in education, programming, and learning analytics--to make
a learning resource that | think is the best thing out there. And part of
the reason we’ve been able to attract them is our not-for-profit
mission focus. | don't think there is such a thing as a double bottom line
business. Our bottom line is a free, world-class education for anyone,
anywhere. And the fact that we have this mission, that we've already
had a big impact, and that we're already at scale allows us to attract
a lot of great talent and supporters and to create this public good in a
very unfettered way.

Visit us at www.thsc.org

mindset research, | realized there was a natural synergy between
Khan Academy as a tool and growth mindset as an idea. We wanted
to help students develop a growth mindset as they worked on our
site, so we started collaborating with Carol Dweck, who coined the
term “growth mindset” and is the leading researcher in the field. With
her and her group at Stanford, we’ve created growth mindset
interventions on Khan Academy, and from this initial research, we've
seen very positive results.

Now, our goal is twofold.

First, to continue building a site that is one of
the best places to apply a growth mindset, if
not the best.

Second, to improve Khan Academy explicitly
as a mindset-building tool, one that motivates
students to foster a growth mindset and
understand its benefits.
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Take control of your learning by
working on the skills you choose
at your own pace.

22%

mastered

Home School Specifics

WE UNDERSTAND THAT HOME SCHOOLERS
WERE SOME OF THE EARLIEST USERS/
ADOPTERS OF KHAN ACADEMY.

WHY DO YOU THINK THAT WAS TRUE?

In a lot of ways, | was acting as a home school teacher for my cousins
when | started Khan Academy. | wasn't just helping them on their
homework; | was teaching them things they hadn’t been exposed to in
class yet. So it's not surprising that other people doing similar things--
like home schooling--would find these tools valuable.

Also, a home schooling environment offers more flexibility than a
traditional school. Home school parents can allow their children to
progress at their own pace, go back to remediate any gaps in their
knowledge, and take more agency over their own learning. These
principles are core to Khan Academy’s philosophy, and | think they're
core to a lot of home schoolers as well. So it’s no surprise that home
school families were among our first adopters.

HOW MANY USERS DOES KHAN ACADEMY
CURRENTLY HAVE, AND ABOUT WHAT
PERCENTAGE ARE CONNECTED WITH
HOME SCHOOLING?

In an average month, 12 million people use Khan Academy. Since we
don't ask users whether they’re home schooling when they sign up on
Khan Academy, we don't know the exact number of home schoolers
using our site. Anecdotally, however, we know that there’s a significant
community of home school families on Khan Academy. For example,
in spring 2014 we surveyed a group of our most highly engaged
users, and many of them told us that they use Khan Academy in a
home school setting.

The Khan Academy home page has a button for parents and a button
for teachers.

WHAT IS THE RIGHT OPTION FOR A HOME
SCHOOL PARENT TO GET STARTED?

The core difference between these options is that the teacher interface
helps you manage a larger cohort of students, while the parent interface is
designed for users with just a handful of students. So if you're a parent
home schooling your own children--say two, three, four, or five kids--
the parent interface makes a lot more sense. If your home school
is scaled up--say you're part of a co-op where one parent teaches
students from several families--you might choose the teacher interface.
That way, you can see progress reports for 30 students at a time.

No matter which option you choose, you'll be able to see the same
progress information for your students. The difference is in just how
this information is displayed.
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WOULD YOU DISCUSS BADGES AND THE
MASTERY SYSTEM AND HOW THESE
INCENTIVES COULD BE OF PARTICULAR
HELP TO HOME SCHOOL FAMILIES?

The one industry that’s really figured out how to motivate young
people is the video game industry. Although this can be frustrating for
parents who don’t want their kids playing video games all the time,
at Khan Academy we've always believed that a lot of these learnings
could be very interesting if we tied them to productive activities. So
we've invested a lot of time and energy asking ourselves, “What are the
best practices from the video game world that we can use to engage
and motivate students, whether they want to learn math or physics
or something else?” The game mechanics on our site--energy points,
avatars, and badges--help to achieve this goal.

The mastery system ties in to our game mechanics, but it's fundamentally
pedagogical. In a traditional school, you study a unit, take a test on it,
and move on. Even if you do well on the test, you might forget the
material afterward. So later, when you take a standardized test or a
final exam, you've forgotten half the material.

We think it’s really important for students to keep seeing things they've
already been exposed to.

Soin our mastery system, doing the practice problems will get you only
to the first level: “practiced.”

To get to higher levels of mastery, you have to do problems in a mixed-
context environment. You'll see the same skill, but it will be days, weeks,
or even months after you first practiced it. The goal is to make sure that
you've really retained the skill and can connect it with other concepts.
We also want to ensure that you can recognize when you need to
apply the skill, rather than just knowing that every problem on the test
or quiz will be in the same format.

So, in short, the game mechanics are designed to motivate students
to keep reviewing and retaining concepts they’ve learned in the past.

HOME SCHOOL FAMILIES ARE ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A GOOD
DEAL. FREE IS ABOUT AS GOOD AS IT GETS.

HOW IS KHAN ACADEMY FUNDED THAT
MAKES THIS POSSIBLE?

We're funded through donations. We have donations as small as five
dollars from kids and parents who've found our resources helpful. At
the opposite extreme, we've received grants from large education
foundations, who have been looking for years for ways to empower
large numbers of students and have found that Khan Academy is
unique in its ability to scale and to reach kids and parents directly. So
it’s everything from large grants to five-dollar donations, and it all helps.

Visit us at www.thsc.org

Sharpen your skills with over
100,000 interactive exercises.

33%

mastered
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Math, science,
computer programming, history,
art, economics, and more.

Test Prep & Common Core

WE NOTICED SAT TEST PREPARATION MATERIALS.

DOES KHAN ACADEMY HAVE A
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COLLEGE BOARD,
AND ARE THE MATERIALS CURRENT WITH THE
FORMAT AND CONTENT OF THE NEW SAT?

Yes, we have a significant relationship with the College Board. In March
2014 the College Board announced it was developing a new SAT for
2016 and working to address the historical inequities around test prep.
The College Board decided to exclusively partner with Khan Academy
as the official preparation resource for the new SAT. And when we say
preparation, we mean something much deeper than what a lot of peo-
ple associate with traditional test prep. To us, preparation is about actu-
ally learning the material. It's about engaging with the content start-
ing in elementary school and middle school so that by the time you get
to the SAT, you're ready for it. We're working closely with the College
Board to design our free SAT preparation materials and to make sure
that the practice students get on Khan Academy is indicative of what
they will see on the new SAT.

YOUR WEBSITE INCLUDES COVERAGE OF THE COMMON CORE.

AS A MATHEMATICIAN AND EDUCATOR,
WILL YOU SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT
THESE STANDARDS?

When | first found out about the Common Core, | was intrigued, but |
was also skeptical. With 50 states having 50 different sets of standards,
making sure that Khan Academy covered all the standards was a
grueling task. So | could see how the Common Core would make it easier
for us to meet the needs of students all over the country. On the other
hand, I'd seen standard-setting processes in the past. | realized that you
can change the standards, but if you're not changing a lot of the other
variables, you aren’t going to improve anything.

My general view is that these standards are better than what'’s
happening in most of the states. They are more rigorous and more
focused on conceptual understanding. That said, | think it’s still
an open question whether the Common Core will be able to do all
that is promised. Because it's more rigorous, you will see more frustration
with it among students and teachers, and you will see test scores on
Common Core assessments go down relative to previous tests.

At the end of the day, though, what really matters is whether you
understand math. If you get math, you'll do just fine, whether you're
in Singapore, Finland, California, or Texas. And if you don’t get math,
you will struggle with any set of standards. So the whole point of Khan
Academy is that regardless of where you are--and a third of our users
are outside of the U.S.--you are learning math on a very deep level, and
you can advance as far as BC calculus.
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Future of Khan Academy

YOU'VE BEEN STEADILY ADDING CONTENT AND SUBJECT MATTER.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE NEWER
RESOURCES THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NOT
BE AWARE OF JUST YET?

A big one is our computer science platform. Students work at their own
pace, create programs, and learn programming techniques and ideas
at a fairly deep level so that they're ready to start making their own
applications and games. We also have a college admissions portal
with information about navigating financial aid and getting into
college. We have a lot of content on financial literacy--including finance
and accounting--as well as a whole section on health and medicine
and materials from NASA. A lot of people think that Khan Academy is
very left brained, but there’s actually a huge right-brained aspect to what
we're doing. Our art history materials are a perfect example. We've
partnered with some of the world’s most prominent museums, including
the Getty, the Museum of Modern Art, and the Smithsonian. And I've
just scratched the surface!

For free. For everyone. Forever.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE LOOK LIKE OVER
THE NEXT YEAR OR TWO?

A ton of new things are happening in the next year. In January, we
launched a new iPad app. Our previous iPad app gave users access to
all our videos, but it didn't capture our adaptive software. The new app
provides a much richer learning experience--including handwriting
recognition. Students can work out problems on the app and receive
personalized recommendations for what to practice next. As use of
mobile devices grows, Khan Academy will become more and more of a
mobile organization, so we're very excited about this app.

In spring 2015 we're launching a new resource to help students prepare
forthe 2016 SAT. As | mentioned before, this resource will be a very deep
and interactive platform. Students will be able to see what they know
and don’t know and get unlimited practice so that they can improve
their knowledge, do better on the SAT, and be more college ready.
We're also going to expand the scope of the subjects we cover beyond _ —
just math. We already have videos on history, art, physics, and
chemistry, but we're going to start having missions and exercises for
some of these subjects.

I & EEGO

WHERE CAN | FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
KHAN ACADEMY AND RESOURCES FOR
USING KHAN ACADEMY AS PART OF HOME
SCHOOLING?

Agreat place to begin is khanacademy.org/homeschool, which summarizes
the resources we offer home school families. For stories from families using
Khan Academy in home school and ideas on how to get started, check out
our coach resources, located at khanacademy.org/coach-res.

Visit us at www.thsc.org
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VOLUNTEER

with the

T E X A S

HOME SCHOOL

COALITION ASSOCIATION
Keglng Tear: fo

Volunteering fanHSCIs an uutstan d

way to give of your time to serve the
home school community of Texas. THSC
is a non-profit organization, and your

time and assistance is greatly valued.

Volunteering is also an excellent way to
enhance your resumé, TH5C has many
opportunities for part-time volunteers
to serve. Click on the job titles listed
below for job descriptions and more

Information on how you can help.

For more information, visit:

thsc.org/volunteer

-m 78 Lessons on DVD

m Teacher's Guide

Sample lessons online:

www.OneYearNovel.com

Make it fun for your kids to learn about Jesus ¢ aes &
with this FREE Homeschool Lesson! y

€D Free Hr:hmtg Sheets!

o om W

"Thrilled with the Best Online Program | Have Come Across"

As a homeschooling mother, | am both parent and teacher
and am absolutely thrilled with CTCmath!

| have three children using the program in grades 1, 4 and
= currently, and this has been the best online program |
have come across to date!

Thank you SO much for all that you have done and are
doing in providing such quality math lessons for my
children... it means SO much!

Amber Doering
Como, North Carolina

= Webinars
u Textbook + Workbook = Online Forum

An engaging Language Arts
curriculum for middle
gchool students!

» Story technique - f
and structure

« Literature ' ,—g.;::‘- 1
» Critical thinking g
* Grammar disc

Sample lessons online:
www.CoverStoryWriting.com
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PUzziesS and games

FIND THE FOLLOWING

AUSTIN
CAPITOL

FAIL
GRASSROOQTS
GUGGENMOS
HOME SCHOOL
HOWSLEY
LEGISLATION
LOBBY
NEWMAN
PARENTAL RIGHTS
PARKE

PASS

POLICY
REPRESENTATIVE
RESEARCH
SENATOR
SOMMERS
TEBOW BILL
VOTE
WATCHMEN
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To celebrate Presidents Day in February,
test your Presidential knowledge.

Which President:

Was issued a speeding ticket for $20 for riding his horse too fast down a Washington street?

y 2
pRES I n ENTS . Could write in Latin with one hand, while writing in Greek with the other hand at the

same time?

DHY . Was an avid inventor who is credited with inventing the coat hanger, hideaway bed,
and dumbwaiter?

Pastured his old Army horse, Whitey, on the White House lawn and visitors would take

+ 5
* * * * horse hairs as souvenirs?

Lost the sight in one eye while boxing in the White House?

a. Benjamin Harrison . Stood 5’4” and barely weighed 100 pounds?

b.)J Buch
e Couldn’t read Latin and refused an honorary degree from Oxford University, saying a
c. James Madison

d. James Garfield person shouldn’t accept a degree he couldn’t read?

e. Millard Fillmore . Had one nearsighted eye and the other farsighted. As a result he always cocked his head to
f. Rutherford B. Hayes the left?

g.Theodore Roosevelt
h. Thomas Jefferson

i. Ulysses S. Grant . An excellent extemporaneous speaker, he once made 140 completely different speeches in

j. Zachary Taylor 30 days?

Conducted the first Easter egg roll at the White House?

Visit us at www.thsc.org Texas HoME ScHooL CoaLmioNn REVIEW e 15
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"After homeschooling through high school, |
pursued a Bachelor of Science Degree in Equine
Science and Management with a minor in Biology
at the University of Kentucky. | plan to be a
veterinarian, and Apologia Science gave me a
solid foundation for my college studies.”

Virginia Stilwell
College graduate, Bachelor of Science Degree
in Equine Science and Management

Apologia.com

--Shoppmgifor a_

-flﬁ]"”‘f";"l-frlendly- un
i
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Integrating

o y

hat could “the history lady” possibly have to say about this

month’s theme, Teaching Math and Science? A great deal,
considering that I'm a huge proponent of interdisciplinary study—
integrating subjects by means of unit studies or other discovery
learning techniques. Integrating knowledge is an excellent way to
boost students into upper-level thinking.

What do | mean by “upper-level thinking”?

Any learning process consists of progressive steps. At the entry level
of mathematics, for example, young children memorize the numbers
and their values before they begin to understand the concepts
of addition and subtraction and learn to apply those skills to solve
equations. This is the beginning of knowledge. As students mature
and learn to reason independently, we challenge them to analyze
and evaluate what they've learned and eventually to synthesize their
knowledge to create new ideas. Upper-level thinking skills are what
make knowledge useful. When students begin to think at the upper
levels, they stop asking, “Why do | need to know this?” and begin to
understand how one area of knowledge relates to all the others.

How do you help children integrate knowledge?

I'm sure you've heard the joke about how many home schoolers it
takes to change a light bulb. First we take out the old light bulb and
study it, noting the broken filament. Then we learn who invented the
light bulb and what the filament is made of, and we theorize why the
filament is twisted and why the glass bulb is sealed. We look up the
definition of watts, amps, and lumens and write a paper about Thomas
Edison. (No need to make a salt map locating the city of Edison’s first
factory, but older students may wish to research Nikola Tesla and
write an essay comparing alternating and direct current.) At the store
we compare the price of light bulbs, dividing total cost by number
of bulbs and average burning hours, to see which gives the most
efficiency for the least price. When we pay we use rounding
to estimate the cost with tax and see who can make correct change
for $5 without peeking at the cash register. And do you remember
whose face is on a $5 bill? In short, a home school family of any size
can change a light bulb, but it’s going to take ALL DAY!

Funny? Yes. True? Maybe. Example of integrated knowledge? Definitely!

Specific suggestions for integrating math and science into your
study of history:

Subtract birth dates from the year an event occurred to find out the
age of historical figures. For example, some revisionists hint that
Christopher Columbus was an inept sailor, since he left Spain dangerously

& Knowle

1/——’1"\-—\_,

—
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edge

by Lynn Dean

late in the season and miscalculated his route. But Columbus was
born in 1451 and sailed in 1492, making him 38 or 39 when he set
sail. Since his writings tell us he went to sea at the age of 10, we can
assume that he was not inexperienced.

Create a timeline—an historical number line of sorts—to synthesize
dates and events. Consider, for example, that the Moors (Muslims)
conquered Cordoba, Spain, in AD 711. The Crusades, which took place
between AD 1095 and 1291, can then be seen as a retaliatory defense
rather than unwarranted aggression from Europe. Spain did not regain
control of its territory until the Reconquista of 1492. (Remember the
war that tied up Queen Isabella’s ships, causing Columbus to leave
late in the season, which in turn caused him to be blown off course,
which led to his discovery of the New World?) Timelines create all
sorts of mathematical opportunities and generate a much fuller
picture of history as well.

Study the scientific discoveries of the era. Again considering Columbus,
students might enjoy learning about navigational devices such as
the astrolabe—an instrument so simple that you can build one at
home using a paper plate, a drinking straw, and a washer on a string
(cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/AtHomeAstronomy/activity_07.html). With this
simple device, men crossed oceans! It is also interesting to note that
the most important technological advancement of the millennium,
Gutenberg’s printing press, was invented in 1450, enabling news of
the discovery of a New World to be broadcast widely. When Martin
Luther published his “95 Theses” in 1517 and translated the New
Testament in 1522, those were easily broadcast too.

Integrating knowledge increases understanding, which fosters
wisdom—and it’s easy to do once you become accustomed to
looking for opportunities to teach across disciplines.

= Lynn Dean was a reluctant historian. Bored with
schoolbooks that chronicled battle dates and dead
people, she feared inflicting mind-numbing data on
her own students. Fortunately, she discovered the
classic appeal of storytelling—adventure sagas about
real people who struggled to overcome obstacles
while pursuing their dreams. For more than a decade
Lynn has combined unit studies, field trips, and quality
literature to create unique and memorable experiences in discovery learning.
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SUMMER SCIENCE:

STUDYING THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY

On a sunny morning in late May my twin daughters, Leah and Chloe, and | hike in a park near our home.
Suddenly, Chloe points at a weed growing near the path.

“Hey, Mom! Milkweed! Do you think there are any eggs on it?”

We carefully check each leaf for the cream-colored, pinhead-
sized eggs of the monarch butterfly. When we find one, we
carry the leaf home, set it in a box, and wait for the egg to hatch.
When it does, a familiar summer cycle begins: that of studying the
stages of the monarch.

As a fourth-grade teacher 15 years ago, | received my first monarch
egg from a student. When that caterpillar eventually made its chrysalis,
| was so excited to see the butterfly emerge that | brought it (and
the cardboard box to which it was attached) on vacation with me.
When | started home schooling my own kids, | naturally shared my
monarch fascination with them. This fun activity is science in action
and chock-full of opportunities for summer learning.

Here’s a brief overview of the monarch’s life cycle and what we've
learned from observing it:

Egg: Our eyes are always open for milkweed. This plant on which
the butterfly lays her eggs often grows by the side of the road, but it
also can be found in parks, in nature reserves, and even in people’s
gardens. We've learned where the best patches grow in our town,
and we notice when it gets mown down by city workers or pulled
up by neighbors who don’t appreciate it. This observation has led to
some good discussions about how land development and farming
practices are threatening this plant that monarchs need to survive.
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Larva: A caterpillar eats. A lot. Caring for it by providing fresh leaves
and cleaning its box or cage offers opportunities for responsibility.
With all that munching, the larva grows at an amazing rate, which
allows us to practice measuring. We've also learned about predators.
This past summer one of our caterpillars was killed by a spider that
had hitched a ride inside our home on a milkweed leaf. We'll never
make that mistake again!

Pupa: Watching a caterpillar form its chrysalis is strange and won-
drous. First, using its mouth, the caterpillar spins a small circle of
silk. It then hangs upside-down from this “button” for a day or so.
When it’s ready to transform, the caterpillar gradually wiggles its
way out of its striped skin, exposing a light green body underneath.
Once the skin is fully shed, this new body hardens into a lovely, sea-
green, gold-flecked chrysalis. Like a comet or a solar eclipse, it's one
of those special events in nature that people don't see every day.
We feel blessed that we have.

Emergence: The birth of a butterfly makes us think beyond ourselves.
My girls and | have had some great conversations about God while
watching a newly hatched butterfly drop from its chrysalis and
pump fluid into its wings. When the wings are dry we identify the
butterfly’s sex. (Butterflies with black pouches on their hind wings
are males.) Then we carry the butterfly out into the sun and watch
it fly away.

February 2015



Last summer turned out to be our best butterfly summer ever—
almost 15 butterflies reared and released. Then, in August, we
stumbled across Monarch Watch, a program based at the University
of Kansas. Among other things, this program gathers research on
the monarch’s fall migration to Mexico. We'd heard about the
migration phenomenon before, but somehow the website inspired
us to dig deeper. We read books and discovered how far some migrating
butterflies travel to get to their overwintering site in Mexico (up
to 3000 miles!). We watched a film about migrating monarchs and
learned about threats to their overwintering sites. We also discovered
that we could participate in a scientific study by tagging migrating
monarchs we find!

So, come another sunny September day, our cycle comes full circle.
At a nearby arboretum, Leah, Chloe, and | chase monarchs with a
butterfly net. After catching one we apply a tag to one wing, record
its sex, and then let it go. By the end of the afternoon we've tagged
25 butterflies.

Perhaps someday we'll find out if any of them made it to Mexico.
Whether we do or not, we've found that raising and tagging
butterflies is a fun, enriching, and unforgettable experience. That's
just not something you can get from a science
textbook!

Sara lives with her husband and twin daughters
in Minnesota. One day she and her family hope
to visit the monarchs in their overwintering site in
Mexico. Until then, she’ll keep writing about her
favorite insect!

If you want to raise or tag
monarchs yourself, here are some
helpful resources:

Monarch Watch (monarchwatch.org)
This site has everything monarch-related: information on
monarch biology, rearing, and conservation, growing
milkweed, butterfly gardening, and even several research
projects that rely on student-scientist partnerships. It also has
a store and forums where you can ask questions.

University of Minnesota Monarch Lab
(monarchlab.umn.edu)
This site has some interesting caterpillar experiments (see
Resources), information on rearing and migration, and details
about how to become involved as a citizen scientist with the
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project.

Journey North (learner.org/jnorth/monarch)
This site is another citizen science project site that has a
section especially for kids. Includes information on fall and
spring migration, as well as a neat section on life in the butterfly
sanctuary region of Mexico, complete with video clips and a
mini Spanish lesson.

g

=
HOME SCHOOL
FAMILY:DAY!"

MAY 7, 2015

EXCLUSIVE/PARK HOURS:

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

PURCHASE TICKETS BY APRIL 26 FOR ONLY $31.501ax! F .

* Park open exclusively for home schoolers
& their families!

= Season Passes Welcome!
= Save 50% on One-Day Tickets!

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!

Online at sixflags.com/overtexas or by telephone at (817) 607-6150
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As we embark on an exciting 2015, God's Big WORLD, WORLDkids and
WORLDteen are excited to continue in our first school year on a journey
of learning, adventure, and truth—including the all-new magazines,
websites, and mobile apps—helping preschoolers, elementary age
children, and young teenagers sharpen their skills and (most importantly)
grow in faith.,

As the second half of the school year is getting underway, we urge you to
act immediately to get the most of these beneficial new offerings.

Secure your membership today to prevent your child from missing out on
the important introductions to big ideas, enlightening stories and engaging
discoveries that will fuel their faith and captivate their imagination.

For More Information, or to Get God'’s Big WORLD, WORLDkids or WORLDteen,

visit gwnews.com/thsc

God’s
WORLD  woRrLD worldkids [3§(5 worLo ==
WORLD

MEWS GROUP
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HBU graduates are well-rounded and well-grounded. We
believe you have an/important role to play in the world,
so every aspect of our student experience is designed to
help you succeed In your career... and at life. We invite
you to take a look at www.hbu.edu and find what makes
HBU unlike any other university.

HBU ‘ A Higlw( Edvcation
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» Christian worldview academics
- More than 55 majors
« NCAA Division | athletics

» World-Class eity of Houston

- Small classes/personal attention
« Honors College
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Lazy, Ornery, Teenage Sons
._ and Their #
~Lazy, Ornery Mothers

by Sally Hanan

The average 14- to 15-year-old ornery teenage boy likes to stay up late, sleep in, argue, and do as

little as possible around the house. He almost enjoys doing sub-par schoolwork. He feels obligated to

let his mother know how stupid some subjects are. His favorite response is, “I dunno.”

He yells statements like “You just don’t understand; you'll
never get it”and “You can’t control me.” Bathing, wearing clean
clothes, and eating healthy food don’t seem to cross his mind.

| confess: | have a lazy, ornery, teenage son. Apparently, so do many
other moms, and many of us are wondering where we went wrong
in the early years to produce such tumbleweeds. In my son’s case, |
strongly suspect it might be because he has a lazy, ornery mother,
but | will get to that part later.

“My dreams are so much bigger than geometry.”
~B., 16

In truth, adolescence is one long goodbye. From the age of 12 our
little boy begins his efforts to establish independence and autono-
my; he breaks free from our arms and (it seems to us) wants to play
in the traffic. We see him dancing on the road in a T-shirt and bare
feet, and we want to run out to him with a sweater and warm socks.
We despair of him ever holding a job, or getting a degree, or being
a gift to his future wife, or acting like a polite, God-loving citizen. We
want to fix all of his problems by moving him back into Mommy'’s
circle of love and protection. In reality, we need to be giving him the
tools for manhood, self-sufficiency, and self-discipline.

Visit us at www.thsc.org

“No, just go away; | don’t need your help.
I know what todo,” ~Z., 15

Mommy’s little baby does not want to be mothered and smothered
anymore; he wants to become a man. Moms are natural nurturers
and comfort givers, but we cannot model manhood. It is precisely
because we cannot give our son what he needs at this stage of
development that we needs to begin to let go and let Dad.

For some moms it is especially hard to let go because we interpret
this move away as rejection. This son might be our baby—the last
one to grow up. We might feel our son doesn’t even like us
anymore or care about anything we have to say. Mom can respond in
one of two ways: move closer with more control and punishment,
or let him gain independence, a little at a time. The choice she
makes can either bring him back full circle in later years or alienate
him for many.

Over the last four years | have felt like a nagging mother, a control
freak, a loser, lazy, pushy, and all the other names with which the
devil loves to slam mothers when their sons pull away; however,
here are some things | tried that worked.
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\Mﬁ\f’ LAND BAPT I ST U NIVERSITY THSC is now accepting applications for its
201S Patrick Hernry
Gofltgt SM#

EDUCATION is about more than
what you read in the textbook.

The true VALUE is in For application or denation information
the EXPERIENCE!

CHRIST-CENTERED MISSION-MINDED
LEARNING-FOCUSED

about the THSC Patrick Henry College
Scholarship Fund, call 806-744-4441,

email staff@thsc.org, or go to thsc.org/
@'@WAY L A N D patrick-henry-scholarship.

BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

WWWWELLEDL

4F DISCOVER TTUISD

'ﬁ'ff iz s ‘

1900 W, 7TH, PLAINVIEW. TX 79072 « 1-800-588-1928 Applications musd be pordmarked by Februsry S, 2015,

Texas Tech University Independent School District (TTUISD) offers
flexible educational opportunities that meet the same rigorous standards
as traditional brick and mortar schools. Courses are self-paced and =
students have up to six months to complete a course.

« TTUISD is accredited by the Texas Education Agency
and follows the International Association for *‘.
K-12 Online Learning standards. ol

= \We offer courses and Credit by Exams — both are
aligned with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.

= TTUISD graduates recewe a Texas high school diploma.

Explore all of TTUISD's
educational opportunities
at www.ttuisd.ttu.edu.

FITUISD ¢

TEXAS TECH LIKEVERSITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRACT

TTRs0

GLOBAL EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY a
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When he is having fun alone, or during family time:
Spend fun time with him. Be active in his life.
Follow his autonomy as he needs it, but don’t allow him to stay
lonely for too long.
Treat him like a man.
Don't talk to others about his negative traits within his hearing.
This rule includes talking about him in front of family members.
Don't save him from himself. Let natural consequences fall.
Don't respond to independence with control. Be flexible.

“I don’t care.”

When giving consequences for not doing his work, for disrespect, etc.:
Show a united front with your spouse.
Expect him to test his boundaries.
Follow through on consequences.

Possible consequences:

Let him choose his own sleep and work schedule, but if his work
F W is not finished by Friday at 2 p.m., for example, his cell phone is

! l’: . taken away for the weekend.

} Fine him with physical work for a bad attitude. (This consequence
“Just quit talking to me about it” has the double bonus of making it easier to get along with him.)
If he doesn’t do his chores, you get paid to do them by selling
something from his room.

When communicating:
Emphasize love for him that is not performance based.
Listen—really listen. Look him in the eyes when he speaks.
Ask for and embrace his opinions.
Try to see things from his perspective.
Show him how a healthy discussion works. Don't dominate, lec-
ture, intimidate, lie, exaggerate, or manipulate.
Fight fair. Be reasonable.
Remain calm.
Give him time to process.

Possible rewards/bribes:

Freedom once work is done

A drink at Starbucks, or a burger

Time in an armchair at Barnes and Noble to read manga books
A sleepover with one or two friends

A movie

A trip to a friend’s house to play video games

Extra computer time

| am delighted to say that my son is finally starting to turn a corner.
The biggest problem for a boy in this age group is in not knowing
his destiny—not knowing where he will fit in the world. Now that
our son has a vague idea of what that looks like, he is more focused
on doing what it takes to get there.

Remember: Every interaction is important.
Affirm his feelings and questions.
Be real about your own doubts and fears.
Encourage him to see hurtful interactions from other points of
view. Promote role play.
When giving him responsibilities: As for his lazy, ornery mother, well . ..
Give him responsibilities and freedoms, and gradually build them up.
Decide together (you, husband, and son) what his responsibilities
are, and what his consequences should be if he doesn't fulfill them.
Don't choose consequences that make you suffer too. Record,
sign, and date all agreements.
Incorporate his ideas into his daily schedule.
Lower your expectations to his level of ability.
Don't constantly question his judgment/choices/clothes/food/
grades/homework. Doing so shouts into his soul that you think
he is incompetent or a loser or stupid.
Don't help him unless he asks you to.

A native Irishwoman, Sally’s two home schooled children are now
grown—one has started her own company providing business profiles
f for companies, while the boy-man is now in training

as an assistant manager at his job. There is hope!

Author of Joy in a Box and Fix Yourself in Jesus, Sal-

ly is also a lay-counselor and life coach, and she is

a trainer/facilitator at a local ministry school. Find
| | her at www.sallyhanan.com.
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Who am 17
How do | know right
from wrong? What does

i GENERA“ ONS H-Fm\f'[ SION the Bible say about that?

presents

What Does the Bible
Say About That? =

An exciting worldview curriculum
for children ages 9+

Enter Code: WDTBSAT10 to get 10% off
Until February 28th, 2015

ae
STANFORD10
S AR Testing Services
- THE STANFORD 10 ONLINE FoR GRADES 3-12 Testing made easy

| A nationallynormed standardized achievement test taken Ry VeR (i W\ MLVL M (I
online from your home. Meets state and national standards. ALGEBRA PLACEMENT TEST AND MORE

Formatted to facilitate student engagement and test
completion. Full color, Untimed. Seton is the test administrator.

NO DEGREE REQUIRED. RESULTS WITHIN 1 BUSINESS DAY.

(For Homeschool & Private School Use)

M sume wd  800-542-1066  WWW.SETONTESTING.COM
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Teaching Math
Like It Matters

Math is one of those school subjects that
people can love or hate--or love to hate.

However, mathematics does not
have to be scary or frustrating.
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Let’s explore some helpful tips for teaching math in the “real world,” address some algebra myths,
and look into the benefits of learning math and how parents can
help their children master mathematics.

Math in Action

When | was growing up my dad would work on my math skills by giv-
ing my brothers and me real-life math problems. On long trips in the
car, he would have us calculate how fast we were going by measur-
ing the time it took to get from one mile marker to the next. My dad
would also have us calculate how much gas was left in the tank and
how long it would take to arrive at our destination. These challenges
entertained us, sharpened our math skills, and showed us practical
applications for those skills.

Learning math that seems to lack practical application can be

frustrating. How many times have people said, “How will | even use
this in my everyday life?” By giving us these math challenges that
sprang up naturally in a real-life context, my dad taught us that math
is valuable and practical; we learned how to use math, but we also
acquired implicit values that said math is something to be embraced
and used, not feared or despised.

There are many ways to teach math in a real-life context. Take your
children shopping and have them keep track of the total bill. Ask
your kids to calculate the tip next time you go out to eat. Doing so

not only teaches percentages but also communicates the importance
of tipping. Be aware of the ways that math springs up naturally in
day-to-day activities, and seize the opportunities to show math in
action in the real world.

Why We Learn Algebra
We've all heard the myths about why we need to learn algebra:

Study algebra because. .. math is inherently beautiful.
Study algebra because. . . it will help you develop critical thinking skills.
Study algebra because. .. it will be used directly on the job.

It doesn't take long to realize these myths aren't satisfying. Most
students will inquire as to the purpose of learning algebra, and the
vast majority of them will be given an answer that does not provide
purpose and context.

Math is beautiful—said few high school students ever. Telling stu-
dents they should study algebra because it's beautiful will only
serve to further disillusion them with the very thing we want
them to learn. Yes, math is beautiful, but that isn't why we should
learn algebra.
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Critical thinking skills are a basic skillset that is developed in a
variety of ways, such as reading challenging books, playing an
instrument, and learning logic and rhetoric. Learning algebra does
have limited value in sharpening critical thinking skills, but that is
hardly a good enough answer to the student’s question, “Why must
| learn this?”

For the final myth, let’s be honest: How many people actually use
algebra directly on the job? Most students who have even a vague
idea of what industry they want to work in will already know if
advanced algebra is required in that line of work. There are some
careers that rely on algebra every day, and if a student is interested
in them, focusing on algebra is a must. But for everyone else, saying,
“You'll use it at work,” while occasionally true, is an easily spotted myth.

Here are three reasons why learning algebra is important:

1. Speed: People can directly use algebra to solve problems
more quickly and easily than they could otherwise. For example,
a simple algebraic equation can help you make a recipe smaller.

2. A Building Block: Algebra can serve as a foundation for
learning more advanced math, like statistics and calculus, and
for learning other advanced subjects, like physics and chemistry.
Experts say that members of the next generation could change
jobs 30-40 times throughout their careers, so students don't
know if they will need some of the algebra they learn or not.
Learning algebra is a life skill beneficial for upward mobility.

3. Evaluation: Algebra helps us understand and critically
evaluate the math done by others, such as reporters, political
candidates, insurance salesmen, and bank loan officers.

People will always use the skills they have to succeed, and while
they could succeed in some careers without understanding
algebra, understanding algebra makes it easier to succeed. Algebra
is an important life skill for doing things quicker, for being able to
transition more easily from career to career, and for avoiding being
taken advantage of by people who can twist the numbers in their
favor. But in order to master algebra, it’s crucial to learn in sequence.

Sequential Learning
Imagine if someone tried to teach a 40-year-old who has never
driven before to drive by giving him the keys and telling him to
drive home. Without learning basic skills like how to brake or use
turn signals, he would be ill prepared to actually drive and would
probably wind up crashing. Skills, not age, are what is important.

Teaching math sequentially, rather than based on age and grade,
is just as important as teaching someone how to drive by showing
him one step at a time. This fact is mostly understood in the very
beginning of a child’s education, when he is learning numbers and
basic addition and subtraction, and at the end of high school when
he is required to finish algebra before taking calculus. But often, in
between, there is less emphasis on sequential learning. For example,
mastering the order of operations is essential to mastering algebra,
but many times order of operations is only dwelt on briefly and then
it's on to the next topic before students have the chance to really

master the material. When students learn in sequence, mastering
each concept before moving on to the next, they are able to tackle
harder problems and to learn tougher concepts much more easily
because they have a foundation upon which that learning can take
place. When students learn out of sequence or move on to the next
topic before they’ve mastered the current topic, it becomes much
more difficult to continue learning.

All students don't learn concepts at the same pace. A student
may learn one math concept in a matter of days, while another
concept takes him weeks to master. One of the problems with
modern education is that there is often no time for a student to
work through difficult math concepts until full mastery is achieved.
Sequential learning must go hand-in-hand with an individualized
pace for each student.

Parents must be proactive in making sure their children are
mastering math.

Here are three quick tips for helping children learn math
in sequence and at their own pace.

1. Ask your kids if they feel comfortable with the speed at which the
math is being taught. Take additional time to focus on foundational
concepts they struggle with in order to help them master the material.

2. Frequently review previously learned math skills with
your children. If your children are learning basic multiplication,
review addition with them to make sure they have mastered it.

3. Pay attention if your children seem continually frustrated with
learning math. Frustration is often a sign that they have not mastered
previous material and that it is interfering with new learning.

Conclusion

Math is practical, math is useful, and math is important. If parents help
their children see and understand the value of math for their futures,
children can then understand why they need to master their early
lessons rather than just push quickly through them. Helping children
see that value is a continual task and one that parents must believe
themselves before they can pass it along. When that value is passed on,
children will be equipped with the tools they need to succeed.

Ethan Demme is the President and CEO of Demme Learning, and is passionate
about finding the best ways to build lifelong learners. You can read more
about Ethan’s thoughts on education at the Demme Learning blog. Ethan
is an elected member of the board of supervisors in East Lampeter Township
and is an active member of his local community. Ethan is a home school
graduate and holds a B.A. in Communication Arts from Bryan College.
Ethan has been married to his lovely wife Anna for over 7 years and they live
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, where they enjoy
running, hiking, biking, swimming, canoeing, and
exploring new places. Ethan’s father Steve is husband
to Sandra and father to Isaac, Ethan, Joseph, and
John. He will be a keynote speaker at the 2015 THSC
Conventions, both in Arlington (May) and The Wood-
lands (July), speaking about courtship and to fathers.
He runs Math-U-See, a hands-on math curriculum.
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COMPLEX SKILLS, SIMPLE PROCESS

Since 1987 homeschool families have loved this unique
|a.nguagl: arts program because it's fun and engaging. The
guided exercises in Writing Strands progress incremenally
and allow students to work independently, yer provide the
guidance students need ro sharpen their ability 1o inform,

persuade and entertain in writing,
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You can teach your
children to love

learning.

You can teach them
how to think, not
what to think.

We can show you how.

FIND OUT MORE:

To learn more and find a
community near you, visit .
welcome.classicalconversations.com
or contact
rward@classicalconversations.com.
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- The THSC Watchmen'’s name references Isaiah 62:6, “I have
posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem; they will never
be silent day or night"The THSC Watchmen research, write,

" and amend legislation that promotes parental rights and
home schooling. They garner support from legislators

-and their staffs, raise public awareness, and increase
l_16me school participation in the political process.

The mission of the THSC Watchmen is to establish a
presence and a level of rapport for home schoolers with
the Texas Legislature that enables THSC to protect families
in Texas for years to come. The THSC Watchmen continue
guarding the walls to protect the rights of fit parents to
direct the care, control, and upbringing of their children in
our mission of Keeping Texas Families Free.

 For the 2015 session, THSC will champion several key issues for
home schoolers and parents. The first and most critical piece of
legislation will be the Texas Parental Rights Restoration Act, which
closes current loopholes in chapter 153 of the Texas Family Code
that allow for vindictive in-laws to take possession of a parent’s child
over that parent’s objection—and without the provision of evidence
against him that he is unfit.

Additibnally;THSC_ will reintroduce the Tim Tebow Bill, a law already

 passed by more than half of the states in this country that allows

home school students to compete in public school extracurricular

: activities in the school district in which they live and pay taxes.

- On top of these key pieces of'legislation, THSC will lead the fight on
a wide variety of fronts in the defense of parental rights, including
screening all of the legislation filed in the 84th Session and working
with other conservative groups to ensure that parental rights are

' protected in all areas of the law.



Jeremy Newman

Position: Public Policy Director

Jeremy graduated as a lifelong home school student and now lives in Dallas, where he
teaches Lincoln-Douglas debate in the NCFCA, a national home school speech and debate
league. Jeremy worked as a policy analyst on the 2013 THSC Watchmen team and began
working full-time as the director of public policy for THSC in the fall of 2013.

Isaac Sommers

Position: Lead Policy Analyst

Isaac, a 2014 home school graduate, is a student at Howard Payne University

in Brownwood, where he is pursuing a double major in public policy and

social science. He currently works as co-owner of Integrity Communication
Speech & Debate Camps and is the sole owner of Ziggy Online

Debate, an online, preseason competition for NCFCA debaters. Isaac
participated in NCFCA speech and debate for more than six years.
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Greg Guggenmos
Position: Policy Analyst
Greg served as a research intern with THSC, leading the judicial
research team, before joining the THSC Watchmen. Greg is
especially interested in working on the Tim Tebow Bill, which
allows home schoolers to compete on their local high school
teams. Greg will graduate from home schooling in 2015.
After serving as a THSC Watchman, he plans to major in
economics or public policy, and is considering attending
either Stanford University or Southern Methodist University.

Ryan Parke

Position: Policy Analyst

Ryan Parke is a 2013 home school graduate, currently enrolled
in the Alamo Community College System and working his way
to a degree in computer science and-information security,
which he intends to get from the University of Texas at San
Antonio. Having been home schooled his entire life, Ryan is
passionate about protecting parents’ right to educate their
children, as well as about other issues pertaining to family rights.
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Joshua Newman
Position: Grassroots Coordinator
Joshua was home schooled and graduated in 2014. He is an avid writer
and aspiring programmer but also holds a great passion for bringing the
conservative Christian worldview back into the political limelight, both
state- and nationwide. In the 2014 election, he worked with multiple local
campaigns in North Texas.

Stephen Howsley

Position: Public Relations Coordinator

Before graduating high school in 2013, Stephen participated in Texas Youth and Government
through the YMCA as a youth state representative, debating on the Texas House floor and
passing his bill unanimously in committee. He also currently serves as the coordinator for
the Junior Youth and Government program at the Richardson YMCA and as an assistant
scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 437. Stephen is a sophomore at Richland College and plans
to attend Texas A&M University to pursue a degree in business marketing or management
with a minor in political science.
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TEXAS HOME SCHOOL COALITION

CAPITOL DAYS

FEBRUARY @ - MARCH 12 - APRIL 8

Bring your family & learn about the legislative process.

Receive training from experienced protessionals.
Learn about Texas government in a fun way.
Defend your freedom to parent and home school.
Meet actual Texas representatives and staft.

Help pass a real law.

"THSC Capitol Days is an

DONiT M |SS experience like no other. My
kids h [ d h
THIS EVENT! SBAY oyt meke s

difference in the Texas
Legislature that we have made
it a priority to come back
every year." -Cheryl Coker

Capito] Days won t
be back until 2017

] !
GET THE LONE STAR STUDY TE X A S
S e HOME SCHOOL

COALITION ASSOCIATION
Keaping Texas Famifles Frag

Get more details at thsc.org/capitoldays
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AIR LAMD EMERGEMCY REEOURCE TEAM

903-636-2000 | alertacademy.com

Student body includes more than 3,700

‘"‘ students from 26 countries; 90% of full-time

freshmen live on campus.

UMHB was chartered in 1845 by the Republic of
Texas and has operated continucusly ever since.

FOUND WHAT I'M

UU
LOOKING FOR
A colleges (Business, Christian Studies, Education,

Maore than 60 majors are offered across seven

Hurmanities, Mursing, Science, and Visual and
Performing Arts).

The low student-to-faculty ratio cultivates an
environment where students can grow

and thrive.

UNIVERSITY of MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR / Education for Life.. Experience of a Lifetime
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Small-Town Author

by John R. Erickson

Both H.R. Rookmaaker, the Dutch scholar, and his friend
Francis Schaeffer noted that one of the defining
characteristics of modern and postmodern art is its
sense of estrangement and alienation. We might say
that it's art without a home.

rt that is not rooted in a place is accountable to no one, and
A artists can become disembodied spirits that haunt the
night with words and images that are jagged, out of focus,
asymmetrical, dissonant, unnatural, and harmful to the
human spirit.

| grew up in the small town of Perryton in the Texas Panhandle.
When | went off to college in 1962 | never dreamed that | would
return—or that | would become an author. For eight years | lived
in metropolitan areas—Austin, Denver, New York, and Boston—
and enjoyed the experience of being a stranger in a strange land.

| got involved in the Civil Rights Movement and the protests
against the war in Vietnam, and | drifted away from the faith of
my parents. In my second year at Harvard Divinity School | took
a fiction-writing course and began writing short stories and nov-
els. They were typical of the times: jagged, angry stories about
places that didn't belong to me, written for people | didn't know.

I didnt understand that where you live shapes what you see and
how you interpret what you see. In cities | had no compass, no
clear sense of direction. | wrote from the head and lost contact
with the broad motifs that, until recent decades, were described
as “God'’s design for the world.”

My writing began to change when my wife Kris and | moved back
home to Perryton and settled into life in rural America. | worked
for eight years as a ranch cowboy and wrote humorous stories
about the things | saw and did. In 1983 we self-published a short
novel narrated by a ranch dog who called himself the Head of
Ranch Security.

Today, 30 years later, that first book has grown into a series of
funny stories for families and children, and my life has become
a thread in the tapestry of a small community. Kris and | raised
three children here. We buried both my parents and her mother
in the cemetery south of town, and | have become something |
had never heard of: a small-town author.

The people in my community not only became the subjects of my
stories but also the end-users, the customers. Once they figured
out that | wasn’t going to use art as a weapon to ridicule them
and attack their values, they supported my efforts and took
pride in my success.




Living next door to my audience gave me the opportunity to trace
art back to its source—and to think about what a story is and should
accomplish. A story is a frame we build around experience. Events
outside the frame might be chaotic and absurd, but what occurs
inside the frame is not. Art brings structure to experience.

On an unconscious level, a structured story teaches that how we
live our lives does matter and that the decisions we make do have
consequences. The mere presence of story structure makes a profound
statement about moral order: that it exists!

| find evidence of that order in church. During the Sunday morning
service we sing hymns and pray for healing and wisdom. We listen
to a Gospel lesson that was translated from Greek, hear a reading
from the Old Testament that was translated from Hebrew, and
follow the events of the liturgical year, involving a small-town rabbi
who spoke Aramaic in a backwater region of the Roman Empire.

Through music, prayer, liturgy, architecture, and scripture, we par-
ticipate in a tradition that has been going on for 20 centuries—
back to the days when Christians were meeting in caves beneath
the streets of Rome. We repeat creeds and rituals that have survived
persecution and theological upheavals. We nurse embers of
memory about a Man who never wrote a book, led an army, won a
battle, owned property, or held a public office.

Sometimes my gaze drifts toward the vaulted church ceiling, a
space that allows the mind to soar, and | recall one of my favorite
verses from the Psalms: “When | consider Thy heavens, the work
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained:
what is man, that Thou art mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:3-4)

| doubt that a mortal being has ever asked a deeper question, or
expressed it with such stunning simplicity. It's a question you won't
likely hear anywhere but in church.

During these flights of imagination | have invented new Hank the
Cowdog stories, created characters, and solved plot problems. |
composed the coyote song “Rotten Meat” during one of Jack Riley’s
sermons and wrote the words on the back of a church bulletin.

Or my eyes might be fixed on the arch-shaped stained glass window
at the rear of the church. It was built back in the Forties, and | don't
suppose anyone in our congregation remembers the name of the
craftsman who made it, but it's beautiful. | notice its geometric form
and the way the images are illuminated by sunlight at 11:30 in the
morning.

And always, in every service, | study the faces in the congregation
and think about the continuity of generations. In our small-town
church, we have the opportunity to observe the transitions of
human development at close range. As a member of the choir, sitting
at the front and facing the congregation, | have a ringside seat.

One of the ushers at the rear of the church is approaching 80 years
of age. | have faint memories of Don when he was a football star in

Visit us at www.thsc.org

our high school. He became captain of his football team at TCU, and
our town was so proud when he played in the Cotton Bowl! That
must have been 1954. | watched that game on the first television
set | had ever seen.

My old high school principal sits with his wife on the south side of
the church—always in that spot, in their pew. He knew me when |
was a teenage donkey, and if | have become something better, he
deserves some of the credit. Fifty-two years after | graduated | still
address him as Mr. Zoller. He will never be “George” to me.

Sara, who sings alto in our church choir, was two grades ahead of
me in school. Her husband Charles was in my sister’s graduating
class, and his father was my Scoutmaster, a kind and patient man.
We held our pack meetings in the basement of this church. There,
we planned our camping trips and received our badges in front of
proud parents.

Two of our children, Ashley and Mark, were baptized at this altar.
Around the age of three they began going up for the children’s
sermon. Before we knew it, they and the other members of their
graduating classes sat at the front of the church, dressed in caps
and gowns, bright-eyed and eager to go out and see the world. In
1990 our family sat in those same front pews during my father’s
funeral service.

As | get older, | find it hard to hold back tears during weddings and
funerals. It makes me feel silly, but | can’t help it. Those services
overwhelm me with memories of children, parents, and
grandparents—members of the community to which | belong.

One thought that comes to my mind is that art, as | practice it, is a
vocation. | write books for the people in my community and church.
Our lives are stitched together by threads of love, trust, memory,
and tradition, and they deserve my best efforts as a writer. My art
should make them better, not worse.

What goes on in our little church, in our little town, has become
the template for my stories: the liturgy of creation, life, death, and
resurrection. This is where it all begins, because what we do in our
churches is Art at its most basic level. It is not estranged,
alienated, disembodied, or impersonal. It has a purpose, because
it has a Source.

| can’t say that everyone can or should become a small-town artist,
but the model has worked well for me. Every artist needs a good
home, and every small town needs the redemptive power of art.

Erickson and his wife Kris live on a cattle ranch
northeast of Amarillo. He has written about his
mother’s family in the book Prairie Gothic, avail-
able at www.hankthecowdog.com. Erickson and
" his sidekick, Hank the Cowdog, will be back again
this year at the THSC State Convention & Family
" Conference in The Woodlands.
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20th Annual THSC Gala and Fundraiser

Be on your guard;
stand firm in the faith; For more information,
be courageous; be strong.

. Visit thsc.org/gala
/ [/ whisdtians 16:73

To serve and inform the home school community gt B2

and promote home education in Texas. HOME SCHOOI.

thsc.org/gala COALITION

Keeping Texas Families Free


http://thsc.org/gala

HOMESCHOOLED
GRADUATES
THRIVE HERE!

_Hlll COUNTRY

|H11

A, F.i;'l:__:! ional Science Center

DEGREE PROGRAMS IN:
Engineering/Physics
Space/Meteorology

it . Cyber-Security

with hands-on, game-based _- ) - B _ : Awviation/Safety

exhibits and programs for o ’ Intelligence/Security

' F Forensic Science

The Hill Country Science Mill,

kids of all ages.

To learn move about programs and i 0/, ' Find out why
exhibits or to schedule a grovp wisit, ~ Top 1™ £ 980[ 0 Embry-Riddle is a greal
please contoct Amber Middlebrook, S =T i ! RETURM ON AVERAGE JOB fit for homeschoolers at
Education and Outreach Coardinator: y |‘J.E’§TMLHE CLASS PLACEMENT
ambermiddiebrook@saencemillorg . \ DFRLLUS SI7E RATE B00.888.3728

i ' erau.edu/homeschool
And wisit our website: sclencemill.arg

Looking for a non-traditional,
college-level learning experience?

DISCOVER CREATION

fon 882" TRAINING INSTITUTE

PSRt T GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO

A unigue 1-year program featuring:
» Exciting Field Trips
» Hands-on Learning
» Costa Rica Outreach .

'Iﬂ WEEKS » Creation Science _‘

90 MINUTES (10 MINUTES SET UP AND TEAR DOWN) » Biblical Studies
WE PROVIDE THE ROBOTS, COMPUTERS & INSTRUCTORS » Apologetics
$199.95 PER CHILD . AQI NG

A
For more information, visit:
www.DiscoverCreation.org/Traininglnstitute.him
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Keeping Texas Families Free
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* * * * * * *

During the past quarter THSC staff has continued to work tirelessly, protecting home
schooling and parental rights, advocating for members, and Keeping Texas Families Free.

THSC Watchmen

Late January 3, six young men from across Texas arrived at their
rent house in Austin where they will live for the next five months.
The Texas Home School Coalition chose these specific home school
graduates as the 2015 THSC Watchmen because of their proven
character, abilities, dedication, and their passion for protecting
parental rights and home schooling families across Texas.

The THSC Watchmen will represent Texas home schoolers at the
Capitol in Austin during the 84th Texas Legislative Session, January
13 through June 1. They will do so by lobbying for legislation that
promotes parental and home schooling rights and against legislation
that would inhibit the prosperity of the family and the home schooling
community in Texas.

The two primary legislative focuses of the THSC Watchmen are the
Tim Tebow Bill and the Texas Parental Rights Restoration Act. The

Tim Tebow Bill, if passed, would allow Texas home school students
to participate in sports and extracurricular activities within the
University Interscholastic League (UIL) through the public school
district in which the student lives. The Texas Parental Rights Restoration
Act, if passed, would close loopholes in the Family Code that allow
vindictive in-laws to take children from the custody of fit parents.

The success of the THSC Watchmen assisting the passage of this
legislation hinges on the team creating and maintaining relationships
with each of the state representatives and senators. Additionally,
the team will testify in committee on certain legislation pertaining
to their objective of promoting family rights. The THSC Watchmen
will continue to keep the public up-to-date on new developments
in the weeks to come. For more information, please visit thsc.org/
watchmen.

The “Tim Tebow” Bill

Under current Texas law, all residents must pay property taxes, which
are used to fund University Interscholastic League (UIL) extracurricular
activities in which many public schools participate. However, home
school families — who also pay property taxes — are currently
prohibited from letting their students compete in UIL extracurriculars
(athletics, music, debate, and others). To fight this discriminatory
policy, THSC is supporting the “Tim Tebow” bill this legislative
session to help give home schoolers who already pay for and want
to participate in UIL activities the option to do so. Similar bills have
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been passed in 30 other states, and all of them enjoy greater home
schooling freedom as a result.

This bill is supported by many home schoolers in the state, as
evidenced by this petition on Change.org started by a home school
parent. To hear some of the common questions about the bill
answered, see THSC’s recent blog post on the Tim Tebow bill, called
“Why Tim Tebow is Great for Home Schoolers.”

February 2015




Support to Families

Texas Home School Coalition continues to help its members day
in and day out with various issues they face as a result of home
schooling. Recently the Department of Veterans Affairs threatened
to discontinue benefits for a Texas home schooler unless the parents
submitted evidence of school attendance. However, as the THSC
Association regularly affirms, Texas law considers home schooled
high school students in attendance, without need of verification. In
a letter, THSC Association President Tim Lambert promptly informed
the Department of Veteran Affairs about academic standards and
school attendance laws in the state of Texas.

THSC stepped in recently when the Harris County Sheriff’s Office
halted the application of a home school graduate because he did
not have an accredited high school diploma. Fortunately for Texas
families, Texas law not only states that no home school diploma can
be accredited by the Texas Private School Accreditation Commission,

addedan

but also that a home school diploma is equivalent to a public school
diploma.

To address the situation, THSC President Tim Lambert wrote a letter
to the Harris County Sheriff’s Office supporting the former student,
clarifying that home schools are legally equivalent to private schools
in the state of Texas, and urging the office to end its discriminatory
practice.

In another case, when a home school student’s Social Security
benefits were dropped due to the student turning 18 and not
attending a standard school, the family contacted THSC requesting
help. President Tim Lambert quickly responded to this member
family’s request with a letter to the Social Security Administration in
support of the student. Texas law states that home schools are private
schools and therefore benefits should extend until a student graduates.

Make sure you check out the
online edition of THE REVIEW.

We are now offering an expanded edition online each quarter. You'll find
more of the same great articles you've come to expect from us. And, we've
ew feature: a kid's activity page that you can print, So go online
to thsc.orgfreview and check out all the extras.

This month’s feature online edition is the expanded Conversation with Sal Khan.
Learn more about the Khan Academy and what it can do for you family,

Tutt Family Update

In recent weeks Ms. Cecelia Wood, a family law attorney, has repre-
sented the Tutt family at numerous hearings for the children and has
also filed a second action with the Fifth Court of Appeals in Dallas.
This “writ of mandamus” asks the higher court to free the Tutt family
from government interference, in light of the earlier court ruling that
the children were unlawfully removed in the first place. The first
action filed was denied in short order for lack of an official transcript,
which the Tutts were lawfully entitled to but which Judge Callahan
delayed providing for months. These were months during which the
Tutts’ children remained separated from their parents.

A biological sister of two of the Tutt children already adopted
remains in foster care, where she has been for more than a year now.
She continues to be reprimanded for saying her last name is “Tutt”
but is allowed to visit her two siblings on a weekly basis. Her legal
adoption was underway in Tarrant County during the two years she

Visit us at www.thsc.org

lived with the Tutts, prior to being taken from their home, along with
the other children. The pending adoption was dispensed without
any notification to the Tutts at all.

CPS seems to be working aggressively to prevent the Tutts from this
adoption. The child’s biological mother (in jail, charged with murder)
had previously signed a document waiving her parental rights and
agreeing to allow the Tutts to adopt her three children. At the hearing
on January 5, CPS presented a man whom they believe may be the
child’s father. He has not been employed for more than a decade,
and there are other significant issues. Regardless of these grim facts,
CPS is working to provide DNA evidence that he is the father,
apparently to place the child with him rather than the Tutts. CPS did
not have evidence of fatherhood, and the entire trial was postponed
until April 22, 2015.
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)DEER LAKE CABINS
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We are excited to offer a
25% discount to all
homeschooling families!

- 13 Luxurious Guest Cabins
- 850 Acre Working Ranch
- 15+ Miles of nature trails to
explore via horseback, hiking,
biking, or UTV's
- Six lakes and ponds, including the
26 Acre, spring fed Deer Lake
- Several ranch and nature exploring
classes and programs

55,000 home schooling ©

nome school

friendly households.

Do you or does a company you recommend offer:
Curricula = Consultation Services = A Cottage Business
Ci: s or Tutoring - Music or Sport Lessons

Products or Services that home schoaol families would love?

We want to help you connect with this market!

Potter’s Wheel?

As parents, we are privileged to be used
as instruments to guide our children on
the Potter’s Wheel.

There is a potter’s wheel hidden on one
of the pages of the THSC Review.

Be the first to find it!
(Only one prize per year per family.)

WIN A PRIZE!

Be the first Texan, on or after
February 13, to send the

page number on which
the Potter's Wheel

appears to
review@thsc.org.
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Deer Lake Cabins
7E5 Faww Thive Scraggims, TA
COS-FE0-55F8 To request a media kit or place an order request,
’ 3 lakecal, send an email to sales@thsc.org and a member of our team will
ces @, weom contact you right away!
Over 30 years experience serving
Y@ulﬂ S u@. @ homeschool families. ‘
Where 58 is Qur Goals
Is the BCE Academy

With Personal Academic Assistance
* Individualized Diagnostic placement by subject
* Permeated with Biblical truths in every subject . mies
* Easy for parents and students to wse o
= Start at any time of year
* Reasonable rates
* Accredited High School Diplomas (
* Curriculum also avallable“A la carte”

Call 866-567- 24&6 or w5|t us on the web — free catalog .

e
Bible Based

-.-'.-.- ..--_-..a..r_l g
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PCAplus Virtual Academy

We can enhance your curriculum
...It’s just a click away!

Equipping students to “increase in wisdom, in stature,
and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

Offering a full spectrum of biblicalintegrated,
fully accredited online courses—

+  Full graduation curriculum
*  Supplermental courses to enhantce existing
prograimas
Foreign Language
Coliege Board Advanced Placement
Dual Credit
Full or Part. Time Students

For more information, contact:
Tifini Lozano

Director of PCAplus
tiozano@prestonwoodchristian.org
(972] 9302044 | www.pcaplus.org

Let us
help
your child
enjoy
learning Math!

ENROLL NOW!

Complete teaching and learning solution
for school and home with fun activities,
interactive smartsheets & assessments

aign up now and discover your child's potential

http://www.mathbuddyonline.com

Math\Buddy”

Vo tam ¢omnl om e

Special offer:

Use code “THSC2018"
to receive 50% discount

Who Else Wants a
Collision-Free Driuer?

"I feel tonfident that my doughter
has ween thortoughly equipped to detive a
motoe vehicle. | have seen ek progRess
veautifully from stage to stage in this well
ofidered course. Eeat course, Thank you!”
“PARENT, FORTH WORTH, TX

"1 loved the audic certies wecause it helped me
umﬁwwhmhwim&#&m,
'ﬂqeviajhsnj things, and vﬂmtmihinj,
ete. W geminded me to give piLaise.”
Susan CrROW, NORTH RICHLAND HiLLS, TX
“Oliver Ed in a Bof® has tought me o
mary things. | nevert thought | would leartn
go much information in so litile kime! A
fist ik seemed like a Lok of woie, wul aften
1got indo ik 1 found it b0 we 5o easy. W wenl

oy pretly quickly too.” KaciE PiERcE
(STUDENT), MAGHNOLIA, TX

“it gave me the Ferieility and fteedom

£o learn ab my oWn pate.” KATHERINE
CLEMONS (STUDENT), BOERNE, TX

“xtellent. Thorough course. Although it
wequires a time commitment, it provides mege

detail than commencial insteuction.” PARENT,
D.L., HousTomM, TX

Who Else Wants their
Teen to Be a Collision-Free

Driver? — Guarantreed or Your
Money Back!

Call 1-800-562-6405, give your THSC
member number, and get a special
discount. (350 offl)

Call now. You only have this opportunity once
in your teen’s lifetime — when that time is gone,
it's gone.

Call 1-800-562-6405 now, get your
THSC discount and start your son or
daughter on the road to collision-free
driving.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb 12-14, 2015

Feb 5,2015
Austin Fort Worth Austin Austin

Mar 12,2015 April 8,2015

THSC Capitol Days
Texas Home School Coalition

Great Homeschool Convention THSC Capitol Days

Texas Home School Coalition

THSC Capitol Days

greathomeschoolconventions.com/ Texas Home School Coalition

thsc.org/capitol-days locations/fort-worth-tx/ thsc.org/capitol-days thsc.org/capitol-days

May 7-9, 2015 Jul 16-18, 2015 May 7-9, 2015 Jul 23-25, 2015

Arlington Dallas Arlington The Woodlands

THSC Convention - Arlington Teach Them Diligently THSC Convention - THSC Convention -

Texas Home School Coalition (THSC)  teachthemdiligently.net/ Arlington Woodlands

thsc.org/convention homeschool-conventions/2015/ Texas Home School Coalition (THSC)  Texas Home School Coalition (THSC)
dallas-tx thsc.org/convention thsc.org/convention

THSC Association Membership Benefit Providers

The following companies offer discounts and benefits to THSC Association members. Find out more at THSC.org.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Driver Ed in a Box Homeschool Spanish Academy My Favorite Campground
Health Insurance driveredinabox.com HomeschoolSpanishAcademy.com MyFavoriteCampground.com
bebstx.com Education Plus Liberty Mutual BIEE ) LI
e ey homeschooltranscripts.com libertymutual.com Te SagarltngIStrﬁs'cggh I
collegeplus.org pts. y - eenPact Leadership Schools
Creation lllustrated AT LeEp [MEREEED el oS THtsece:nA)aCt.c_orp
ssociation
el Gaim homeschoolfeast.com i THSCmortgage.com thsc.org
Discover Texas HEP Bookstore MiQuotes.com UberSmart Software

hepbookstore.com miquotes.com ubersmartsoftware.com

discovertexasonline.com

The Texas Home School Coalition (THSC) is a 501(c)(3) ed-
ucational organization that is supported by tax-deductible
donations. THSC is dedicated to serving the home school
community; it promotes home education in Texas by edu-
cating the public, the home school community, and officials
about home schooling.
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THSC Association, a 501(c)(4) advocacy organization dedi-
cated to serving and protecting the home school commu-
nity of Texas, is supported by membership fees (not tax-
deductible) and sales of resources. The Association now
offers legal assistance in regard to home education issues
as a benefit to its members, along with several other ben-
efits and discounts.

The work of the THSC PAC (Political Action Committee) -
endorsing and supporting pro-home schooling candidates
- is supported by donations that are not tax-deductible.
See thscpac.org for more information.
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Protecting the rights of parents and the
sanctity of the family for over 28 years

Protecting Defending a Fighting for the Supporting &
the Parent’s Choice Equal Treatment of Educating
Family in Education Home Schoolers Families
Through the Defense Through Working Through Through Events,
of Parental Rights in the Relationships with Intervention Publications, and
Courts, in the Legislature, Numerous State in Cases Personal
& in the Election Process Agencies and Officials of Discriminaton Communication

T BEX A S

HOME SCHOOL

COALITION ASSOCIATION

Keeping Texas Famifies Free

BECOME A MEMBER HELP KEEP TEXAS SUPPORT THE CAUSE

THSC.ORG/MAGALZINE FAMILIES FREE THSC ORG/DONATENOW

THSC.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/TEXASHOMESCHOOLCOALITION
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When you see the Scripture on the box, you'll know—you got exactly what you wanted from the Web'’s largest selection of
Christian books, Bibles, gifts, music and more.You got it at what is consistently the lowest everyday price. Best of all, vou got it
from the bookseller who shares your faith and values. Because "everything Christian” ism't just what we sell. It's who we are,
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